ST. JOSEPH ~ ST. RAPHAEL CHURCH
SPRINGFIELD, OHIO

DECEMBER 10, 2017

WEEK OF DECEMBER 11, 2017
MONDAY
TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY
FRIDAY

12:10
12:10
12:10
12:10
12:10

Debra DeWitt– birthday
Mike Powers– 2nd anniversary
Tom Hummel
Communion Service
Nancy Skinner

SATURDAY - ST. RAPHAEL – DECEMBER 16, 2017
4:30 For All Parishioners
SUNDAY - ST. RAPHAEL – DECEMBER 17, 2017
10:30 Donnis Bailey– 3rd anniversary
SUNDAY - ST. JOSEPH – DECEMBER 17, 2017
8:00
John, Margaret & Joe Malowney
10:30
Dick & Kitty Shepard
SATURDAY - ST. RAPHAEL – DECEMBER 16, 2017
SERVERS
4:30
Dalton & Kraeton Muenchau
LECTORS
4:30
Joan Young, Myron Sonneborn
DISTRIBUTORS 4:30
Bonnie & Larry Longo, Deborah
DeWitt, Ellie & Susie Beck, Patrick
Gnau, Jan Hess
SUNDAY - ST. RAPHAEL CHURCH –DECEMBER 17, 2017
SERVERS
10:30
Alice Foreman, RJ Griffin
LECTORS
10:30
Heather Marsh, Willie Young
DISTRIBUTORS 10:30
Pam Young, Kathy Rigel, Elly, Dave
& Sharon Deerwester, Gracie, Jim &
Marlo Vandegrift, Chris Crispino,
Chelsie Davis
SUNDAY - ST. JOSEPH
SERVERS
8:00
LECTORS
8:00
DISTRIBUTORS
8:00

CHURCH – DECEMBER 17, 2017
Joseph Greentree, Broderick Jones
Judy Stumpff, Connie Greentree
Jerry Stumpff, Nicole Thompson,
Shawn, Adelaide & Hannah Taylor

SERVERS
10:30
LECTORS
10:30
DISTRIBUTORS 10:30

Xavier Abraham, Kearstin Powell
Edith Connell, Tamara Abraham
Barb Estep, Dee Dee Brust, Brenda
Driscoll, Erin & Shane Hannan, Tony
Hannon, Judy Hopper

FUNERAL GREETERS FOR DECEMBER 2017
Marty Tayloe and volunteer needed

Come to our
2017 Advent
Retreat
The Journey
Saturday, December 16
9:00 – 11:00 a.m.
St. Joseph Parish Center
Come trace the steps of the
Holy Family as they
journeyed to Bethlehem and
fled to Egypt.

DATES HAVE CHANGED
COME HELP WITH OUR ANNUAL CHRISTMAS
FOOD BASKETS
LOCATION AT ST. JOSEPH PARISH CENTER– ALL
DATES
DEC. 19th, TUESDAY– 8am- tape boxes, move items
DEC 20th, WEDNESDAY- 8am finish items from Tuesday

WEEKLY COLLECTION UPDATES

DEC 21st, THURSDAY– 5pm pack boxes.

Collections Needed each week
Total for December 3rd
Year to Date Totals
Year to Date Shortage
Children’s Collection

DEC 22nd FRIDAY– hand out boxes. Volunteers needed
from 8:30am through 1pm. Do not feel you need to stay the
entire time. Many people need assistance taking their box
to the car. This is a great opportunity for SERVICE HOURS.
Schools are out for Christmas break at this time. DRESS
FOR THE WEATHER.

St. Joseph St. Raphael
$6,730.00
$10,769.00
$6,205.40
$8,349.50
$121,892.08 $184,956.96
$ 32,897.92 $62,730.04
0 envelopes
3 envelopes
$0.00
$15.00

May God Bless Your Stewardship

CONTACT STEVE GORDIN– 215-1241
WITH ANY QUESTIONS.
Help is welcome any of these days.

Please remember in your prayers our
deceased
Chelsie L. Kreisman
May she rest in peace

Remember “Many hands make light
work” This is a concrete example of
how we live as a Missionary Disciple.

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

REFLECTIONS ON SCRIPTURE
Today’s Good News: December 10, 2017
Second Sunday of Advent
Waiting can be the most difficult thing to endure, especially
when you wonder if it will ever end. Whether waiting for a
bus in the middle of winter or waiting to find out whether
you will get that promotion you want, the stress can be
overwhelming. The writer of this section of Isaiah knows
what this is like. He wrote during the period in which
God’s chosen people lived in exile. But he brings comfort
and hope. He foresees a time when God will move
mountains to prepare a way out of the desert. And God
will do so tenderly, for “in his arms he gathers the lambs,
carrying them to his bosom” (Isaiah 40:11). The author of
Second Peter wrote during another difficult time, about
one hundred years after Jesus. Christians who believed
that the Second Coming was imminent were losing faith.
He reassured them that human understanding of time was
not like God’s. In fact, our God is a patient God, giving
time for people to be brought to repentance. God’s
promise finds voice in John the Baptist “crying out in the
desert: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord’ “Mark 1:3). He is
coming. We just need patience.
When have you lost patience while waiting? What helps
you persevere while you wait?

LOOKING FORWARD December 17th
Third Sunday of Advent
Today we celebrate Gaudete Sunday, Gaudete meaning
rejoice in Latin. The Church marks this Sunday as an
occasion to focus on the joy, instead of the anxiety, in our
wait for Jesus’ coming. Many of us are in panic mode at
this time as we try to do all the things we need to do by
Christmas. But today is a day of rejoicing. In the reading
from Isaiah, God’s chosen people had just returned from
exile. They are truly feeling “a year of favor…a day of
vindication” (Isaiah 61:2). In the responsorial psalm we
hear the words of Mary after she was visited by the angel
Gabriel. She had been anxious when the angel first told
her the news and no doubt would be anxious again when
traveling to Bethlehem in her ninth month. But for now she
proclaims, “my spirit rejoices in God my Savior” (Luke
1:47), and praises what God has done for her and God’s
chosen people.
Paul likewise encouraged the
Thessalonians to “Rejoice always” (1 Thessalonians 5:16).
And in the Gospel John introduces us to John the Baptist,
who quotes Isaiah as “the voice of one crying out in the
desert, make straight the way of the Lord “(John 1:23).
What gives us joy a week before Christmas?

Advent Wreath
Prayer for the second week of Advent
(light two purple candles)
God of power and mercy, open our hearts in welcome. Remove the things that hinder us from receiving Christ with
joy, so that we may share His wisdom and become one with
Him when He comes in glory for He lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever, and ever. Amen.

Readings for the Week of December 10, 2017
Sunday

Second Sunday of Advent
Is 40:1-5, 9-11; Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14;
2 Pt 3:8-14; Mk 1:1-8
Monday
Saint Damasus I, Pope
Is 35:1-10; Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14;
Lk 5:17-26
Tuesday
Our Lady of Guadalupe
Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab;
Jud 13:18bcde, 19; Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47
Wednesday Saint Lucy, Virgin and Martyr
Is 40:25-31; Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8 and 10;
Mt 11:28-30
Thursday
Saint John of the Cross, Priest and
Doctor of the Church
Is 41:13-20; Ps 145:1 and 9, 10-11, 12-13ab;
Mt 11:11-15
Friday
Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6; Mt 11:16-19
Saturday
Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16, 18-19;
Mt 17:9a, 10-13
Sunday
Third Sunday of Advent
Is 61:1-2a, 10-11; Lk 1:46-48, 49-50, 53-54;
1 Thes 5:16-24; Jn 1:6-8, 19-28
AREA ADVENT PENANCES SERVICES
December 11th 7pm ST. RAPHAEL CHURCH
December 12th 7pm ST. BERNARD CHURCH no regular
2nd Tuesday confessions at St. Raphael
December 14th 7pm ST. TERESA CHURCH
December 20th 7pm ST. MARY CHURCH, URBANA

Advent Online Devotions
If you are still looking for just the right Advent daily
prayers consider looking at these sites.
Loyola Press: https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholicfaith/liturgical-year/advent/sacred-advent-retreat?
utm_source=YOC&utm_medium=email&utm_content=saca
dv&utm_campaign=advent2017
Matthew Kelly: https://dynamiccatholic.com/best-adventever
Richard Rohr: https://cac.org/category/daily-meditations/

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
ADVENT CALENDAR OF EVENTS
TODAY 2nd Sunday of Advent
Busy Day in Bethlehem 9am Hoban Hall
HS Candy making 910:10am
YAC rehearsal St. Raphael
MONDAY, DECEMBER 11TH
Parish Penance Service 7pm St. Raphael
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12TH
Grief Group 2pm Parish Office
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13TH
Recovery Group 10am Parish Office
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15TH
Rainbow Table St. John’s Lutheran Church

THIS WEEK
Taize Prayer Service, TODAY Sunday, December 10th
Taize, France, is home to an ecumenical monastic order
whose communal life and practices have been emulated in
contemplative services around the world. Christ Episcopal
Church, First Baptist Church, and other community
members are collaborating to bring a quarterly Taize
service to Springfield. The first gathering is Sunday,
December 10th, at 5pm, at Christ Episcopal Church
(409 E. High St.). All are welcome to attend
this ecumenical service of prayer, music, and
silent reflection. Fellowship over simple food
and refreshments will immediately follow the
service.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16TH
Advent Retreat– 9-11am St. Joseph Parish Center
SUNDAY, DEC 17TH 3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
HS Breakfast & Caroling 9am St. R. Parish Center
Giving Tree
Bags to the Homebound of the Parish
Dec 23rd—4:30pm St. Raphael (4th Sunday of Advent)
Dec 24th– 8am St. Joseph (4th Sunday of Advent)
10:30am St. Joseph (4th Sunday of Advent)
10:30am St. Raphael (4th Sunday of Advent)

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE
Dec 24th–
4:30pm St. Raphael
Young Adult Choir carols begin at 4pm
5pm St Joseph
Choir—carols begin at 4:3
8pm St. Joseph
10pm St. Raphael
Choir—carols begin at 9:30
Dec 25th– 10am St. Raphael
There has been some questions about
attending 2 Masses and receiving
Eucharist twice in one day. Since the
Masses on the 24th are offered for
Advent and then for Christmas this is not
a problem.

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
Are you grieving the loss of someone close to you? It
helps to talk to someone who understands. Our grief
support group meets the Second Tuesday of each month
at 2:00 in the parish office. Our next meeting is Tuesday,
DECEMBER 12TH For more information or questions,
contact
Lisa
Lenard
at
323-7523
or
llenard@catholicweb.com.
Grief support groups are not a substitute for grief
counseling. Rather they are a time for those who are
going through the stages of grief to share with each other.

St. Joseph ~ St. Raphael Recovery Gathering
"While I breathe, I hope.” St Andrew
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13TH
from 10-11 am
The monthly Recovery Gathering will be in the St. Joseph/
St. Raphael Parish offices at 225 E High St. on the 2nd
Wednesday each month. This month that will be
WEDNESDAY, December 13th
The mission of the Recover Gatherings are encourage,
support and walk with those seeking to recover from
addiction and mental illness and those who love them.
There are many programs and people who can help with
recovery but it is often hard to take the 1st step to identify
and accept the problem. It is also hard to accept that
recovery may be a difficult and ongoing process that does
not end. That is why we need to support and encourage
each other. The meeting is open to all. For more
information contact Norm Horstman 323-7523, ext. 18,
or email at nhorstman@catholicweb.com
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STEWARDSHIP
Rainbow

Table

Volunteers

Needed

Volunteers are need to help prepare and/ or
serve lunch to the needy at St. John's Lutheran
Church on Friday, December 15. Volunteers are needed to
help prepare the food, wrap silverware, assemble to-go
lunch items (9-11:00a.m.) and serve the food (noon 1:00p.m.). You may work for an hour or the entire time
(9:00-1:00p.m.). Park in the lot to the west side of the
church and enter the doorway on that side.
Questions? Call Vicki Fourman 937-324-1878.

HELP RELIGIOUS COMMUNITES
“Your generous contribution helps us
to care for our retired sisters to
continue in active ministry,” writes a
religious sister. Your gift to today’s
collection for the Retirement Fund for
Religious helps provide medications nursing care, and
more for thousands of senior sister, brothers, and religious
order priests. It also helps ensure younger members can
continue the good works of their elders!
What Do You Experience at Sunday Mass?
This is something I wrote about attending Mass at St.
Raphael 5 years ago. It is still true today, and I am really
grateful for the center that has held despite the increasing
polarization all around us.
Lou Ann Horstman

CHRISTMAS BASKET SIGNUPS
FINAL WEEK
SIGNUPS FOR THE ST VINCENT de PAUL
CHRISTMAS BASKETS WILL BE TAKEN ON THE
REMAINING DATES.
SIGNUPS WILL BE FROM 11 AM UNTIL 1 PM
THE SIGNUPS WILL BE HELD AT THE
ST VDP PANTRY AT 228 RAFFENSPERGER.
Monday
Wednesday
Friday

December 11
December 13
December 15

IDENTIFICATION (PHOTO ID FOR ALL ADULTS) AND
PROOF OF RESIDENCY IS REQUIRED.
The St Vincent de Paul Food Pantry is partnering with
our Meijer store for their 2017 “Holiday Simply Give”
program. The campaign runs through Saturday, Dec. 30th.
Meijer will match every $10 donation made at the
Springfield Meijer store. Donation cards can be found at
the rear of all parish churches or at the counter display at
Meijer.

YOU CAN SERVE AT
THE SOUP KITCHEN
rd

3

WEDNESDAY of each month
THE NEXT DATE IS THIS

WEDNESDAY, December 20, 2017
On this 25th day of November I am
grateful for St. Raphael Church.
Madeline L'Engle says "an icon is
somethng I can look through and get a
wider glimpse of God...It transcends our
experience and points us to something
larger and greater and more wonderful.
Yes, it is an open window to God." Mass
at St. Ray's is exactly that for me, an
open window through which I glimpse and also participate
in the reality of God. This is true in the profound reality of
the Eucharist, but also in the beauty of the stained glass,
the resounding Gloria, and the careful attention to the
words of the liturgy. It is true in the care for the building so
lovingly built by those who preceded us. It is also true in the
hugs and prayers of this almost crazily diverse community,
spanning the spectrum politically, economically, racially,
and in age. Every Sunday that I am able to attend mass
there is a blessing to me, and every person who joins me
there is also a blessing. Hands and feet of Christ.

4:00—6:15 p.m.

830 WEST MAIN ST.
(enter through east alley door)
POLICY FOR MINOR VOLUNTEERS
We have to have a policy for any volunteer under 18 years
of age because of the way we serve. We are also located
in the highest crime area in Springfield. We are different
because we don't have lines where guests pick up their
food. We take orders from our guests and bring the food
to the tables.Since we serve all kind of people from all
walks of life and aspects and all sides of society we need
to be careful and protective of our minors. Groups such as
boy scouts, girl scouts, 4H Clubs, On the Rise, Church
youth groups, school community service individuals and
other groups have supervisors or leaders who have all
responsibility. Other Minors must have a parent for
supervision and they must take responsibility.
Recommend children not younger then 10 years old
depending on the maturity of the individual which will be
parent and manager in charge of Soup Kitchen decision.
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Parish Pastoral Council Meeting
November
8,
2017

**Update**Maintenance Corner

The meeting was opened with a prayer at 5:30. Members
in attendance included chair Lee Inskeep, Fr. Kramer,
Deacon Norm Horstman, Business Manager Bri Beedy,
Pastoral Associate Lisa Lenard, Tina Titone, Karen Newell,
Shane Hannan, Ryan King, and Julie Caplinger.

The lighting project for St. Raphael is nearly complete. We
have new outdoor lighting. They are finishing up the
church and parish center and began working on the
business office lighting this week. We discovered some
additional issues with the electricity at the parish center
and are evaluating those now.

New members Ryan King and Julie Caplinger, both
representing St. Joseph, were welcomed. The minutes of
the previous meeting (September) were approved. There
was a brief discussion of the new Mission statement for the
parish: St. Joseph-St. Raphael parish is a diverse and
welcoming Catholic community called by God to live out
the message of Christ in love and service to all
people. Further discussion was postponed until the next
meeting. Regarding the parish picnic, Norm reported that
there will be a meeting 11/14 to discuss ideas and
suggestions for next year’s picnic. He read a statement
from a parishioner urging the parish to continue to foster
friendships among the parish members - which is the
purpose of the parish picnic. There will also be a Trunk or
Treat review and planning meeting on 12/3.
Next, Bri addressed maintenance issues. The estimate for
the front center steps, sacristy steps and ramp at St.
Joseph Church is about $47,000.00 and is tentatively
scheduled for spring. The estimate for parking lot
maintenance, crack filling, resealing, and striping is
$8,500.00 and will be completed when the weather
permits. The Archdiocese conducts periodic risk
inspections and reported the ramp as non-ADA compliant,
which we knew and are already addressing. At St.
Raphael, the bathrooms in the parish center have leaks.
The plumber said they really need to be gutted and
replaced. They have too many toilets and too many
fixtures. It should be possible to make men/women
restrooms on each floor. The third floor is used by
Springfield Promise so those restrooms definitely need to
be replaced. This is still in the planning stage but basically
we must figure out new layouts when everything is
removed. Bri is currently consulting 2 different plumbers
and an architect, but what we are able to do will largely
depend on cost, which could be about $60,000.00. The
restrooms do not have to be made handicapped-accessible
since the building itself is not. The building is classified as
historical so it does not have to be HA unless its use
changes. Catanzaro’s will look at the parking lots in the
spring. At a minimum they need to be crack-filled and
repainted. The areas around the islands need to be
repaired and possibly resealed. There have been many
positive comments on the new, brighter lighting at St.
Raphael.
The meeting was adjourned with a prayer at 6:00. The next
meeting is tentatively scheduled for Feb 1, 2017 at 5:30 in
St.
Joseph
Parish
Center.
Kathy Rigel, Secretary

The St. Raphael Parish Center bathrooms are in need of
remodeling as there are some pipes leaking. We no longer
need the number of stalls as there are not that many
people in the building anymore. I have consulted with a
couple of plumbers. We are looking into several options so
that we can get an idea on how much this project would
cost. Doing nothing is not an option. We have received
$22,000 in donations toward this project.
Hoban Hall flooded along the west side of the church a
couple of weeks ago when we had the torrential rainfall.
While we did see a large amount of rain fall in a short
period of time, we have not seen this much water come in
from that side before. The best way to evaluate this issue
would be to take off the panel board like we had to do on
the east side. The continued water infiltration into Hoban
Hall is extremely frustrating. I have consulted many
professionals regarding this issue. It seems when we stop
the water coming in from one area, it shows up in another.
The largest concern is what this may mean for the
foundation on the west side. So, we may have a dirty
Hoban Hall during the winter as we remove the paneling to
try to determine the cause of the water infiltration.
Because of the complaints Father and I have received
about the ramp and steps at St. Joseph and the
Archdiocesan risk assessment, the project to put in a new
ADA compliant ramp and repair the front and sacristy
steps is tentatively scheduled for the spring. The good
news is that it should not interfere with any parking. The
cost for this project is $47,000 to do the ramp and 2 sets
of stone steps. Anyone interested in donating to this
project, please donate by using your Maintenance Fund
envelopes.
I have an estimate for crack filling, sealing, and restriping
the parking lot at St. Joseph. It will cost $8500 and will be
completed when the weather permits it. I am also going to
get estimates for repairing, restriping, sealing, and crack
filling the St. Raphael parking lots. I will update you on the
cost once I receive those estimates.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to
contact me at bbeedy@catholicweb.com or at the office.

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

YOUTH FORMATION
High School Christian Service Today Sunday Dec. 10
from 9 am to 10:15am All high school students are invited to make candy for the members of parish who have
difficulty leaving their homes. Come at 9am cafeteria of St
Raphael Parish Center for Donuts as we begin to make
the candy and enjoy the music of the season and our time
together. For more information contact Mary
Pruett, Brittany Tucker & Colin Hanna, Elly
Deerwester, Noah Cafeo, Katherine Lloyd,
Olivia Lord. or Deacon Norm at 323-7523 or
nhorstman@catholicweb.com.

YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT CHOIR
PREPARING FOR CHRISTMAS

HS Holiday Breakfast & Caroling Sunday Dec. 17th
All high school students are invited to a pancake breakfast
on Dec 17 from 9am to 10:10am in the cafeteria of St
Raphael Parish Center. We will have Alan’s famous Giant
Chocolate Chip pancakes along with other delicious
selections. After the 10:30 Mass (11:35) we will all meet in
the narthex (front gathering space of St Raphael church)
to carpool to Forrest Glen Nursing home.
There we will sing Christmas carols
with the residents. The students can
be picked at 1:15 at Forest Glen.
It is great to share the joy of this season together. Deacon
Norm 323-7523 or email at nhorstman@catholicweb.com .

Anyone who is currently in the 5th grade through college is
invited to sing in this choir.
SCHEDULE FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE YEAR
Sunday, Dec 10 Rehearse 11:45 St. R
Sunday Dec 17 Rehearse 11:45 St. R
Sunday Dec 24 4:30 Mass St.R CHRISTMAS EVE
Warm up 3:30

CCD CLASSES are still in session Dec 17th. We will
have our Christmas break on Dec 24th and 31st.

Classes will resume on Jan 7th, the Feast of the Epiphany.

