ST. JOSEPH ~ ST. RAPHAEL CHURCH
SPRINGFIELD, OHIO
WEEK OF DECEMBER 18, 2017
MONDAY

12:10

TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY
FRIDAY

12:10
12:10
12:10
12:10

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Transplant patients & those on the
waiting list
Dr. Bob Hummel
Mary M. Sweeney 1st Anniversary
Communion Service
Chad I A Covetta

SATURDAY - ST. RAPHAEL – DECEMBER 23, 2017
4:30 Rita Wyen
SUNDAY - ST. RAPHAEL – DECEMBER 24, 2017
4th Sunday of Advent 10:30 For All Parishioners
Christmas Eve
4:30 Herold & Younglas family
Christmas Eve
10:00pm Aggie Tucker & John Tully
SUNDAY - ST. JOSEPH – DECEMBER 24, 2017
4th Sunday of Advent 8:00 Mary Hearlihy
4th Sunday of Advent 10:30 Thomas Michael Zettler
Christmas Eve
5:00pm Bill Swartz & Lizza family
Christmas Eve
8:00pm For All Parishioners
MONDAY ST. RAPHAEL DECEMBER 25, 2017
Christmas Day
10:00am Bardon & Missig family
SATURDAY - ST. RAPHAEL – DECEMBER 23, 2017
SERVERS
4:30
Thomas Marshall, Gini Meekin
LECTORS
4:30
Carole Caylor, Rita Marshall
DISTRIBUTORS 4:30
Jim Marshall, Diane Jenkins, Karen
Lyons, Dave & Denice Hoendorf,
Kim & Steve DeWitt
SUNDAY - ST. RAPHAEL CHURCH –DECEMBER 24, 2017
SERVERS
10:30
Sami Hingston, Thomas Hingston
LECTORS
10:30
Maria Newton, Eva Lazear
DISTRIBUTORS 10:30
John Blumenshine, Marilyn Demma,
Tony Newton, Jaye Garcia, Rosemary Hearlihy, Hannah Knisley,
Nancy Lacey, Lori Clark, 2 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
SUNDAY - ST. JOSEPH
SERVERS
8:00
LECTORS
8:00
DISTRIBUTORS
8:00

CHURCH – DECEMBER 24, 2017
Kevin Endres, Adam Lykins
Dick Hatfield, Beth Robey
Adelaide, Hannah, MacKenzie &
Shawn Taylor, Tony Bickers

SERVERS
10:30
LECTORS
10:30
DISTRIBUTORS 10:30

Mariah Sweeney, Tony Barbarino
Susan Sweeney, Albert Woyat
Steve Gordin, Anne Woyat, Lee Ann
Inskeep, Karlee Jeffers, Teresa
Kaveney, Sue King, Laura LopezDeLaet

FUNERAL GREETERS FOR DECEMBER 2017
Marty Tayloe and volunteer needed
WEEKLY COLLECTION UPDATES
Collections Needed each week
Total for December 10th
Year to Date Totals
Year to Date Shortage
Children’s Collection

DECEMBER 17, 2017

St. Joseph St. Raphael
$6,730.00
$10,769.00
$5,844.40 * $11,734.96*
$127,736.48 $196,691.92
$33,783.52
$61,764.08
1 envelope
1 envelope
$10.00
$10.00

TODAY-SUNDAY, DEC 17TH
3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
HS Breakfast & Caroling 9am St. R. Parish Center
Giving Tree
Bags to the Homebound of the Parish
December 20th
Soup Kitchen 4-6:15pm
Penance Service 7pm ST. MARY, URBANA
Monday, Dec. 26th Office Closed
Wednesday, Dec 27th, NO RECOVERY MEETING
next gathering Jan. 10th.
Sunday, Jan.7th
Epiphany celebration– after the 10:30 Masses in
St. Raphael Hoban Hall
CCD, Children’s Catechumenate & RCIA resume
Please remember in your prayers our deceased
Carolyn Knight
Larry & Veronica “Cookie” Chaney
Fr. Elmer Smith
May they rest in peace
FR. ELMER SMITH HAS PASSED AWAY.
He was anointed in the
sacraments just before his
passing and lovingly cared
for up to the moment he took
his last breath. Born in
Dayton on July 19, 1926, he
was ordained on September
8, 1950.Fr. Smith was
assigned to St. Joseph
Parish in 1961; first as an
assistant to Father Bernard
and then as Pastor in 1974.
He remained in that position
until 1981 serving St. Joseph
Parish for 20 years. Father
Smith was well-known in the
Springfield community for his active work in promoting a
number of ecumenical programs. All who came to know
Fr. Smith knew him as a kind, gentle, and loving man who
gave the time of day for anyone who crossed his path. He
will be greatly missed. In a final act of giving, Fr. Smith
donated his body to science. Archbishop Dennis Schnurr
presided at Fr. Smith’s memorial Mass, on Saturday,
December 16, at St. Cecilia.

* Includes November e giving

May God Bless Your Stewardship

We encourage you to go on our facebook page where
you are invited to share your memories of Fr. Smith.

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

REFLECTIONS ON SCRIPTURE
Today’s Good News: December 17th
Third Sunday of Advent
Today we celebrate Gaudete Sunday, Gaudete meaning
rejoice in Latin. The Church marks this Sunday as an
occasion to focus on the joy, instead of the anxiety, in our
wait for Jesus’ coming. Many of us are in panic mode at
this time as we try to do all the things we need to do by
Christmas. But today is a day of rejoicing. In the reading
from Isaiah, God’s chosen people had just returned from
exile. They are truly feeling “a year of favor…a day of
vindication” (Isaiah 61:2). In the responsorial psalm we
hear the words of Mary after she was visited by the angel
Gabriel. She had been anxious when the angel first told
her the news and no doubt would be anxious again when
traveling to Bethlehem in her ninth month. But for now she
proclaims, “my spirit rejoices in God my Savior” (Luke
1:47), and praises what God has done for her and God’s
chosen people.
Paul likewise encouraged the
Thessalonians to “Rejoice always” (1 Thessalonians 5:16).
And in the Gospel John introduces us to John the Baptist,
who quotes Isaiah as “the voice of one crying out in the
desert, make straight the way of the Lord “(John 1:23).
What gives us joy a week before Christmas?

Advent Wreath Prayer for the third week of Advent
(light two purple and one pink candle)
Lord God, may we, your people who look forward to the
birthday of Christ, experience the joy of salvation and
celebrate that feast with love and thanksgiving. We ask this
through Christ, our Lord. Amen.
Readings for the Week of December 17, 2017
Sunday

Third Sunday of Advent
Is 61:1-2a, 10-11; Lk 1:46-48, 49-50, 53-54;
1 Thes 5:16-24; Jn 1:6-8, 19-28

Monday

Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19; Mt 1:18-25

Tuesday

Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17;
Lk 1:5-25

Wednesday Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6; Lk 1:26-38
Thursday

Saint Peter Canisius, Priest and Doctor
of the Church
Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Ps 33:2-3, 11-12,
20-21; Lk 1:39-45

Friday

1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd;
Lk 1:46-56

Saturday

Saint John of Kanty, Priest
Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 14;
Lk 1:57-66

Sunday

Fourth Sunday of Advent
2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-3, 4-5,
27, 29; Rom 16:25-27; Lk 1:26-38
Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29;
Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25 or Mt 1:18-25

LOOKING FORWARD December 24, 2017
Fourth Sunday of Advent
The Fourth Week of Advent is surprisingly short this year.
It starts today and it ends today. After all, it’s already
Christmas Eve! The readings today also offer a couple of
surprises, one to David and one to Mary. In Second
Samuel, David wants to build a house (a dwelling place)
for the ark of the covenant. But God tells the prophet
Nathan that instead God will establish a house (a dynasty)
of David. It is a much more important kind of house, a
house that provides for all of Israel. In the Gospel, we find
out that Joseph is of the house of David, connecting Jesus
to this dynasty that God promised would endure forever.
But the thrust of the message of today’s Gospel is the
announcement that the angel Gabriel brings and Mary’s
acceptance. In Mary, the Father has chosen a dwelling
place for the Son. Mary, shocked by the news, was
troubled and could not believe it was possible. But after
being reassured by the angel and told that Elizabeth has
also conceived a son, she accepts her role: “ ‘May it be
done to me according to your word’ “(Luke 1:38). Mary is a
perfect model of receptivity to God’s will.
What does God ask of us in order to bring Jesus into our
hearts? Are we receptive?

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE
Dec 24th–
4:30pm St. Raphael
5pm St Joseph
Choir—carols begin at 4:3
8pm St. Joseph
10pm St. Raphael
Choir—carols begin at 9:30
Dec 25th– 10am St. Raphael
There has been some questions about
attending 2 Masses and receiving
Eucharist twice in one day. Since the
Masses on the 24th are offered for
Advent and then for Christmas this is not
a problem.

ST. JOSEPH ~ ST. RAPHAEL CHURCH
SPRINGFIELD, OHIO

DECEMBER 17, 2017

STEWARDSHIP

St. Raphael/ St. Joseph will provide the
evening meal on Friday, December 22
for Interfaith Hospitality Network,
serving homeless women and families.
We usually plan to serve around 30
which includes some children. Please
call Ann DuVall at 399-0334 if you
would like to help by providing a dish.
Thanks Ann DuVall

DATES HAVE CHANGED
COME HELP WITH OUR ANNUAL CHRISTMAS FOOD
BASKETS
LOCATION AT ST. JOSEPH PARISH CENTER– ALL
DATES

YOUR RESPONSE WAS OVERWHELMING! There were
hundreds of gloves and hats, probably 100 kids coats, 150
adult coats, lots of socks, pants, shirts, sweatshirts. kind of
overwhelming amount. Teddy was so appreciative and said
that everything would go quickly.
YOU CAN SERVE AT

DEC. 19th, TUESDAY– 8am- tape boxes, move items.
Need strong indivdiuals with moving carts to stack items in
the gym

3

DEC 20th, WEDNESDAY- 8am finish items from Tuesday

WEDNESDAY, December 20, 2017

DEC 21st, THURSDAY– 5pm pack boxes.
DEC 22nd FRIDAY– hand out boxes. Volunteers needed
from 8:30am through 1pm. Do not feel you need to stay the
entire time. Many people need assistance taking their box
to the car. This is a great opportunity for SERVICE HOURS.
Schools are out for Christmas break at this time. DRESS
FOR THE WEATHER.
CONTACT STEVE GORDIN– 215-1241
WITH ANY QUESTIONS.
Help is welcome any of these days.
Remember “Many hands make light
work” This is a concrete example of
how we live as a Missionary Disciple.

THE SOUP KITCHEN
rd

WEDNESDAY of each month
THE NEXT DATE IS THIS
4:00—6:15 p.m.

830 WEST MAIN ST.
(enter through east alley door)
POLICY FOR MINOR VOLUNTEERS

We have to have a policy for any volunteer under 18 years of age
because of the way we serve. We are also located in the highest
crime area in Springfield. We are different because we don't have
lines where guests pick up their food. We take orders from our
guests and bring the food to the tables.Since we serve all kind of
people from all walks of life and aspects and all sides of society
we need to be careful and protective of our minors. Groups such
as boy scouts, girl scouts, 4H Clubs, On the Rise, Church youth
groups, school community service individuals and other groups
have supervisors or leaders who have all responsibility. Other
Minors must have a parent for supervision and they must take
responsibility. Recommend children not younger then 10 years old
depending on the maturity of the individual which will be parent
and manager in charge of Soup Kitchen decision.
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Society of St. Vincent de Paul
District Council of Springfield, Ohio
In most every neighborhood of Springfield, there are struggling families: a widow who cannot meet
monthly expenses: a veteran without a home; a single mother struggling to provide food for five
children. When all else seems lost, these neighbors turn to St. Vincent de Paul for a helping hand
and a gift of HOPE.
Last year, St. Vincent de Paul provided rental assistance to over 750 families, food for over 4500
families, utility assistance for more than 200 families so they could stay warm, clothing for
over 500 individuals, permanent housing for 8 families, and 1200 Christmas food baskets.

Now is the perfect time to help a neighbor in need. Please join us by giving a donation using the
pledge card below to support local people in need. Even a small gift can make a big difference for
a family. Thank you for giving a gift of HOPE. HOPE changes everything!
Thanks to our network of volunteers in every Springfield neighborhood, your financial support goes
a long way to restore HOPE to neighbors in need.
_____ $ 1,000 will keep lights on for 6-7 families.
_____ $ 200 saves a family from being homeless.
_____ $ 100 will feed 5 families for one week.
_____ $ 30 provides a room for someone.

_____ $ 20 provides a Christmas basket.
Name: _____________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________
City: ___________________ State: __________ Zip: ________
Email: _____________________________________________
_____ $ Please use this money where most needed .
I would like this donation to be given ______ in honor ______ in memory of:

______________________________________________________________
Please send acknowledgement to:

Name: ________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________
City: ____________________ State: _______________ Zip: _____________
Please make your check payable to St. Vincent de Paul P.O. Box 94, Springfield, Ohio 45501-0094
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul is a registered 501c3.
Donations are tax deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law.

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

YOUTH FORMATION
TODAY
HS Holiday Breakfast & Caroling Sunday Dec. 17th
All high school students are invited to a pancake breakfast
on Dec 17 from 9am to 10:10am in the cafeteria of St
Raphael Parish Center. We will have Alan’s famous Giant
Chocolate Chip pancakes along with other delicious
selections. After the 10:30 Mass (11:35) we will all meet in
the narthex (front gathering space of St Raphael church)
to carpool to Forrest Glen Nursing
home.

CCD CLASSES had our last class TODAY before our
Christmas break on Dec 24th and 31st.

Classes will resume on Jan 7th, the Feast of
the Epiphany.
It Was a Busy Day in Bethlehem Last Sunday

There we will sing Christmas carols
with the residents. The students can
be picked at 1:15 at Forest Glen.
It is great to share the joy of this season together. Deacon
Norm 323-7523 or email at nhorstman@catholicweb.com .
Thanks go to all the high school students &
June Kame (forever a high school student)
who came last Sunday and worked hard to
make all of the candy. There is a reason we
like our “Buckeyes”.

High School Students Prepare for Christmas by
Serving Others Gordon Food Services again asked
St. Joseph/Raphael’s high school students to at their
annual Christmas party held December 5 at the
Columbus Convention Center. Our students run a
“general store” for the GFS employees. We keep the
counters stocked, run the registers; help their
employees with questions they might have, and so on.
GFS employees are free to shop with their family and
friends, catch up on everything the organization is
doing, and generally get to enjoy their own “Christmas
Break”. In return Gordon Foods makes a donation to
our High School Core Team to help with all of their
activities. It was a great time to help others. Thanks go
to all who gave up part of Saturday to serve others and
our parish family Brittany Tucker, Jasmin Gonzalez, David
Tucker, Evie Chatfield, Andrea Emory and Noah Schafer,
Deb Cooper and Linda Watson.

Thanks to all of the students, parents and catechists in
grades preschool to 6th grade who made last Sunday Dec
10th a very busy day in Bethlehem in Hoban Hall. The
pre K & K sheep helped by the 1st grade shepherds were
amazed at the sight of the 2nd grade angels. Fortunately
all of the confused visitors to Bethlehem for the census
were helped by the 3 &4 grade restaurateurs and 5th
grade clothing shop and townspeople. Our 6th grade
leaders served as lead characters Joseph, Mary,
Innkeeper and wife, census keepers, and town crier.
Special thanks to the Newton Family whose idea it was
and who pulled it all together! It is wonderful to be part of
a Confraternity a fellowship of people who share the
truths of the Christian faith. Confraternity of Christian
Doctrine CCD. What fun!

CHILDREN’S CATECHUMENATE BEGINS
JANUARY 7TH
Has your child been baptized? Does she or he need to
“catch up” on 1st Eucharist or Confirmation? Children’s
Catechumenate classes are for children aged 2-17 who
need to receive one or more of the sacraments of initiation.
Classes begin Jan. 7, 2018. To register your child, call
Lisa Lenard at 3237523 by Jan. 4.

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Now is the Time To Offer Others a Ride to Mass
What a Gift!
We experience incredible grace at mass and yet
we see many open pews and chairs at mass. We know that
many would go to mass if someone they knew
would go with them. The Lord is using you
and your incredible gift of life to draw others all
to him in love. Please invite others to come
with you and share in your joy.

Mass will only be cancelled if we are at a level 3 snow
emergency. We DO encourage everyone to decide if it
is safe to drive from you area when roads are icy. For
gatherings like CCD, Bible Study, Youth events—we will
decide and post the closing in several places. WDTN is the
local channel that we use for closings; also look at our
website (www.josephraphael.org) and our facebook page.
Please know that if you see a delay or cancellation on any
of these sites it is valid; we are probably working on getting
it on the others. Hopefully
we will not have a need to
cancel this winter.

WORLD NATIVITY
TRADITIONS- “AT
THE MANGER”
The University of
Dayton’s Marian
Library presents a selection of its expansive and unique
collection of 3,500 Nativity scenes from more than 100
countries. Join us in celebrating how people around the
world ponder and picture the birth of Christ through many
different cultural lenses. Marian Library, 7th floor of
Roesch Library8:30am-4:30pm weekdays now—Jan 5th,18
(closed Dec 8th and Dec. 22– Jan.1)
Pray for migrants and refugees searching for peace in
the New Year!
Each year, the Holy Father designates New Year’s Day as
the Word Day of Peace. This year is the Church’s 5lst observance of the World Day of Peace. Join us to pray for
greater peace, respect for life and dignity, and care for
God’s creation! In the Dayton area Bishop Joseph Binzer
will celebrate Mass at Ascension Church, 2025 Woodman
Dr. at 10 a.m. In Cincinnati Archbishop Dennis Schnurr will
celebrate Mass at St. Peter in Chains
Cathedral also at 11:00 a.m. This
year’s theme is “Migrants and Refugees: Men and Women in Search of
Peace.”

