ST. JOSEPH ~ ST. RAPHAEL CHURCH
SPRINGFIELD, OHIO

DECEMBER 31, 2017

WEEK OF JANUARY 1, 2018

~STEWARDSHIP PRAYER-~

MONDAY ST. RAPHAEL 10AM For All Parishioners
Not a Holy Day of Obligation but a great way to begin the year
TUESDAY
12:10
Scott Smith
WEDNESDAY
12:10
George Kramer
THURSDAY
12:10
Communion Service
FRIDAY
12:10
Connie Reedy Fischer
SATURDAY - ST. RAPHAEL – JANUARY 6, 2018
4:30 Winnie Morick
SUNDAY - ST. RAPHAEL – JANUARY 7, 2018
10:30 Gene Brandewie 1st anniversary

SUNDAY - ST. RAPHAEL CHURCH –JANUARY 7, 2018
SERVERS
10:30
Simon Foreman, Aniyah Battle
LECTORS
10:30
Tony Newton, Joe Brooks
DISTRIBUTORS 10:30
Nancy Ann Lyon, Amberr Foreman,
Rosemary Hearlihy Hannah Knisley, Christine, Monica & Jordan
Lough, Mary Pruett, Elly Deerwester, one volunteer needed
CHURCH – JANUARY 7, 2018
Thomas Marshall, Kevin Endres
Lisa Walters, Judy Stumpff
Jim Marshall, Jerry Stumpff,
Adelaide, Hannah & MacKenzie
Taylor
Steve Gordin, Kylie Hannan
Sue Smedley, Jackie Brewer
Barb Estep, Jerry Smedley, Tony
Barbarino, Brody HannanTom,
Hannon, TC Storer, Jan Wallace

FUNERAL GREETERS FOR JANUARY 2018
Carole Ryan and Patti Lizza
WEEKLY COLLECTION UPDATES
Collections Needed each week
Total for December 17th
Year to Date Totals as of 17th
Year to Date Shortage as of 17th
Children’s Collection

St. Joseph
$6,730.00
$4,679.00
$132,415.48
$35,834.52
0 envelopes
$0.00

It will be holy, if I am.
Its pews will be filled, if I help fill them.
It will do great work, if I work.
It will be prayerful, if I pray.

It will bring others into worship, if I invite and

SATURDAY - ST. RAPHAEL – JANUARY 6, 2018
SERVERS
4:30
Jim Ryan, Gini Meekin
LECTORS
4:30
Paula Shell, Myron Sonneborn
DISTRIBUTORS 4:30
Alicia & Larry DeWitt, Jill Reid, Bill
DeWitt, Rodgers O’Neill, Jan Hess,
Karen Lyons

SERVERS
10:30
LECTORS
10:30
DISTRIBUTORS 10:30

I help make it what it is. It will be friendly, if I am.

It will make generous gifts to many causes,
if I am a generous giver.

SUNDAY - ST. JOSEPH – JANUARY 7, 2018
8:00 John Pamer anniversary
10:30 For All Parishioners

SUNDAY - ST. JOSEPH
SERVERS
8:00
LECTORS
8:00
DISTRIBUTORS
8:00

My parish is composed of people like me.

St. Raphael
$10,769.00
$9,455.00
$206,146.92
$63,078.08
2 envelopes
$10.80

Collection information for Christmas was not available at the time
of publication.

May God Bless Your Stewardship

bring them in.
It will be a place of loyalty and love, of fearlessness
and faith, of compassion, charity and mercy,
if I, who make it what it is, am filled with these same
things.
Amen.

We would like to thank everyone who has given
so generously of their time, their talents and
their treasure to our St. Joseph/ St. Raphael
Parish Community over this past year.
Fr. Bill, Deacon Norm, Deacon John,
Brianna, Lisa, Patty, Mike, Todd
and Rusty.
Your Parish Staff
UPCOMING CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Sunday, Jan.7th
Epiphany celebration– after the 10:30 Masses in
St. Raphael Hoban Hall
CCD, Children’s Catechumenate & RCIA resume
Return gifts to the Giving Trees
Return Alms cans ( or keep them until Easter)
Tuesday, Jan. 9th
Grief Group– 2pm Parish Office
Private Reconciliation 7-8pm St. Raphael
Wednesday, Jan 10th
Recovery Group Meeting 10-11am Parish Office
Monday, Jan 15th
Evening Bible Study Resumes 7-8:30pm
St. Joseph Parish Center

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph

REFLECTIONS ON SCRIPTURE

Readings for the Week of December 31, 2017
Sunday

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14; Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5; Col 3:12-21
or Col 3:12-17; Lk 2:22-40 or Lk 2:22, 39-40
or, for Year B,Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3; Ps 105: 1-2, 3-4,
5-6, 8-9;Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19;
Lk 2:22-40 or Lk 2:22, 39-40

Monday

Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God
Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Gal 4:4-7;
Lk 2:16-21

Tuesday

Saint Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen,
Bishops and Doctors of the Church
1 Jn 2:22-28; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4; Jn 1:19-28

Today’s Good News: December 31, 2017
Feast of the Holy Family ofJesus, Mary and Joseph
Today we hear the Gospel passage that ends with the
Holy Family returning to Nazareth. Very little is written
about Jesus between his infancy and his adulthood. It is
left to the imagination what Jesus’ life was like, or indeed
what his family’s life was like for that entire time. We know
that they lived in Nazareth in Galilee. We know that
Joseph was a carpenter. Did Jesus learn the trade as
well? Did he help his father out when he got older?
Significantly, we never see or hear from Joseph in the
Gospels during the time Jesus is an adult. It is theorized
that he probably died sometime before Jesus left Nazareth
and began his public ministry. What would that have been
like for his family? Was Joseph unable to work in his later
years? Did Jesus help Mary take care of his aging foster
father? Was Mary a single mother before Jesus became
an adult? Did she rely on relatives, friends, and neighbors
as she raised her son? We don’t know the answers to
these questions, but we can assume that the Holy Family
faced a lot of the same concerns and difficulties that other
families have faced, that families continue to face today.

Wednesday The Most Holy Name of Jesus
1 Jn 2:29—3:6; Ps 98:1, 3cd-4, 5-6; Jn 1:29-34
Thursday

Saint Elizabeth Anne Seton, Religious
1 Jn 3:7-10; Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9; Jn 1:35-42

Friday

Saint John Neumann, Bishop
1 Jn 3:11-21; Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5; Jn 1:43-51

Saturday

Saint André Bessette
1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20;
Mk 1:7-11 or Lk 3:23-38 or 3:23, 31-34, 36, 38

Sunday

The Epiphany of the Lord
Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13;
Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12

In what ways might the Holy Family be like your family?

LOOKING FORWARD January 7, 2018
Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord
The focus of today’s readings is on outsiders, for on
Epiphany we celebrate the manifestation of the Lord to all
peoples. In Isaiah, the Chosen People themselves are
outsiders, for they are returning from fifty years of exile to a
desolate Jerusalem. The city and the temple needed to be
rebuilt. Looking outward, they had faith that Jerusalem
would soon shine forth as a beacon to foreign lands. In the
Gospel, the magi traveled to Bethlehem from afar to seek
the child. They were foreigners, and they are the first in
Matthew’s Gospel to pay Jesus homage. The passage
ends with the magi spurning Herod as they returned home,
but Matthew goes on to tell how the Holy Family fled to
Egypt in order to avoid the homicidal king. The infant
Jesus and his parents become refugees in a foreign
country, a country which had been a sworn enemy
centuries before. Exiles, foreigners, and refugees: they
play the main roles in today’s reading. They play the main
role in the formation and the mission of the Church. Truly,
we are all “members of the same body” (Ephesians 3:6).
There are no foreigners in Christ.

Epiphany Celebration
Let us continue our celebration of
Christ’s entrance into our world.
Where: St. Raphael Hoban Hall
When: Jan. 7th after the 10:30
Masses

There will be desserts, live music, fun and fellowship.
Don’t miss our group sing along of the 12 days of
Christmas. We need 12 tables to complete the song!!
Plus, Our annual crowning of the King and Queen of
the New Year.
A GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO SEE OUR NEW ICONS
IN HOBAN HALL
THE PARISH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED,
MONDAY JANUARY 1ST

Do you welcome those looking for a home—in your parish,
your community, your country?

for the NEW YEAR Holiday.
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STEWARDSHIP
In Mary’s Name Sodality wants to thank
the Springfield Catholic community for the
great
outpouring
of
support
our
seminarians received through our annual
cookie walk. The cookie sale and
generous donations garnered over $6,000 this year and
more continues to come in. What a blessing! Mary Our
Mother is our patroness and our example of charity.
IMNS members are women from all the Springfield parishes.
We are united in love and fellowship. We continue to be
open to more members. Dues are a daily rosary and the
Vocation Prayer. If a member can’t pray a daily rosary a
fervent Hail Mary suffices
We thank you .
Our seminarians thank you.
Alicia DeWitt, IMNS
President

Gifts for Our Homebound Parishioners
We received this email “The gift bags to the homebound
were a big success. Please thank everyone who made the
cards, gifts, the high school students who made the candy
and all who put the bags together. The residents were so
appreciative and some were like children diving into their
bags. We are so blessed to belong to a great parish. Have
a blessed Christmas and a healthy New Year.” Juanita
Denison Thanks also goes to all who delivered the gifts.
You’re seeking out and finding our
homebound and taking the time to sit
and listen in loving presence is the Lord
Jesus present in our midst. Thanks go
to all who practice their Catholic faith in
loving service of others.

GIVING TREE– Just as the wise men brought gifts to the
infant Jesus we remember...

Now is the Time To Offer
Others a Ride to Mass
What a Gift!
We experience incredible grace at mass and yet we see
many open pews and chairs at mass. We know that many
would go to mass if someone they knew would go with
them. The Lord is using you and your incredible gift of life
to draw others all to him in love. Please invite others to
come with you and share in your joy.
Thank you to all who have chose to pray for a soldier from
the 371st National Guard Unit currently deployed. The
Chaplain thanks you also. By hand delivering the Christmas
cards, the Chaplain has the opportunity to talk to each
soldier. Many feel uncomfortable going to him with their
concerns even though they would like
to talk about their sadness especially
during this time that they would be at
home spending time with family and
friends.
Continue to keep them in your daily
prayers. We will let you know if there is any other opportunity
to send a card or a note. The Newton and Hingston Family

YEAR END STATEMENT
Contribution statements
for 2017 will be available
by request only
Please request by email at
Bbeedy@catholicweb.com
or call the business office at
323-7523, ext.
Please allow ten days f
or processing!

Parent- Infant Center Donations Items needed:
ear thermometers, washcloths, bath towels, baby lotion,
diaper cream, baby shampoo, diapers and wipes, infant
sleepers, newborn and small onesies, infant toys such
as teethers and rattles, nail clippers, brushes, socks,
crib sheets and any other baby items are appreciated.
Please return items to the giving tree on
Dec 31st or Jan 7th

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK
Become a fan at
St. Joseph ~ St. Raphael Parish
TAKE A LOOK AT OUR WEBSITE,
www.josephraphael.org

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
Mass will only be cancelled if we are at a level 3 snow
emergency. We DO encourage everyone to decide if it
is safe to drive from you area when roads are icy. For
gatherings like CCD, Bible Study, Youth events—we will
decide and post the closing in several places. WDTN is the
local channel that we use for closings; also look at our
website (www.josephraphael.org) and our facebook page.
Please know that if you see a delay or cancellation on any
of these sites it is valid; we are probably working on getting
it on the others. Hopefully we will not have a need to cancel
this winter.

St. Joseph ~ St. Raphael Recovery Gathering
"While I breathe, I hope.” St Andrew
WEDNESDAY, JAN. 10TH & 24TH
from 10-11 am
The monthly Recovery Gathering will be in the St. Joseph/
St. Raphael Parish offices at 225 E High St. on the 2nd
and 4th Wednesday each month. Our January gatherings
will be WEDNESDAY, January 10th and 24th.
The mission of the Recovery Gatherings are to encourage,
support and walk with those seeking to recover from
addiction and mental illness and those who love them.
There are many programs and people who can help with
recovery but it is often hard to take the 1st step to identify
and accept the problem. It is also hard to accept that
recovery may be a difficult and ongoing process that does
not end. That is why we need to support and encourage
each other. The meeting is open to all.
For more information contact Norm Horstman
323-7523, ext. 18, or email at
nhorstman@catholicweb.com

ADULT FORMATION
ADULT FAITH THIS WINTER
Sunday Morning Adult Faith resumes on Jan. 7 with
“Kingdom of Happiness.” This book offers hope to the tired
and overburdened by discovering happiness through the
Beatitudes. Books and coffee are free. Sunday Morning
Adult Faith meets on the main floor of the St. Raphael
Parish Center at 9-10:10 a.m.
Monday Night Bible Study will resume on Jan. 15 with a
study of Jonah and Ruth. These two very short books have
such to tell us about faithfulness, perseverance, and
compassion. If you have never been part of a Bible study
before, the new year is a great time to start. Monday night
Bible study meets in the St. Joseph Parish Center at 7:008:30 p.m.
Thursday Morning Bible Study resumes Feb. 1 and will
continue its study of the Gospel of Matthew. Newcomers
are welcome at any time! Thursday morning Bible study
meets in the St. Joseph Parish Center at 10:00 a.m. –
noon.
Do you have a gluten intolerance that keeps you from
receiving the host at Communion?
We have low gluten hosts available. Currently we have 5
people at the St. Raphael 10:30 Mass that are requesting
these hosts. Others can be accommodated at this Mass or
any of our Masses. We just need to hear from you. If this
is a concern please contact, Patty Larger at 323-7523 ext
12 or email me at plarger@catholicweb.com for more
information or to let us know of your need.
You may also, just receive from the
cup. Remember that Jesus is fully
present in both the bread and the cup.

DEEPENING (CONTEMPLATIVE) PRAYER
FOURTH TUESDAY OF THE MONTH
JANUARY 23RD
7:00 P.M. - ST. RAPHAEL NARTHEX
GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
Are you grieving the loss of someone close to you? It
helps to talk to someone who understands. Our grief
support group meets the Second Tuesday of each month
at 2:00 in the parish office. Our next meeting is Tuesday,
JANUARY 9TH For more information or questions,
contact
Lisa
Lenard
at
323-7523
or
llenard@catholicweb.com.
Grief support groups are not a substitute for grief
counseling. Rather they are a time for those who are going
through the stages of grief to share with each other.

The Deepening group is an experience of contemplative
prayer resting in repetitive sacred music The crucial
element of the experience is the deep concentration which
becomes possible through repetition and through the
elimination of distraction. In our desire to limit distraction we
will hold silence between songs, Sr. Joan
Chittister says of Benedictine prayer that
the power lies in the regularity "like the
dripping of a faucet on the ground of our
hearts". For more information call Patty
Larger at 323-75232, ext. 12, or email at
plarger@catholicweb.com
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YOUTH FORMATION
WINTER ACTIVITIES– LOOK AT WHAT
WE ARE PLANNING
HIGH SCHOOL Core Team MEETING –
January 7th 11:35-12:45pm Hoban Hall
All school students are invited to Hoban Hall at 11:35am
on Sunday January 7th for pizza and fun. Be prepared
to join in the singing at the Epiphany Party!

CHILDREN’S CATECHUMENATE BEGINS
JANUARY 7TH
Has your child been baptized? Does she or he need to
“catch up” on 1st Eucharist or Confirmation? Children’s
Catechumenate classes are for children aged 2-17 who
need to receive one or more of the sacraments of initiation.
Classes begin Jan. 7, 2018. To register your child, call
Lisa Lenard at 323-7523 by Jan. 4.

We will be planning the upcoming activities. Lots of plans
for the winter months: bowling, full size foos ball and ice
skating are all being planned. Come spend time with us to
plan.
All high school students and their friends are invited to join
us. If you cannot make the meeting we can keep you
updated by Facebook, email. For more information on
these activities or if you have questions contact Mary
Pruett, Colin Hanna, Cecilia LeMelle, Brittany Tucker, Elly
Deerwester, Sy Roth, Noah Cafeo Katherine Lloyd, Meara
Franzen
or
Deacon
Norm
at
323-7523
or
nhorstman@catholicweb.com.

CCD CLASSES Classes resume next Sunday Jan 7th,
the Feast of the Epiphany.

High School Students Mark your Calendars Now
High School Breakfast and Caroling:

Lenten Lockin March 3!

In The Joy of Christ

ONLY 8 WEEKS AWAY!!

We had a wonderful breakfast on Sunday December 17
with 23 high school students. Dulce Hurst shared her
passionate relationship with Our Lady of Guadalupe. The
roses in December reveal the unexpected in breaking of
the Lord’s love in our lives. Thanks goes to all who went
caroling at Forest Glen. We sang the beautiful songs of
faith that touch our hearts. The residents really enjoyed
sharing their Christmas memories of the sledding, skating
and their 1st train. Clark County is a more joyful place
because our high school students are
practicing their Catholic faith. We are here
for each other because the Lord is here for
us.

Our high school core team would like all high
school students and those who love and care
for them to mark March 3RD on your 2018
calendars, daily planners and I phones.
It is an act of faith to set time apart for the Lord Jesus. It is
practice that makes real our relationship with our Lord as we
open ourselves to the grace of His love for us. It is a
powerful, fun and active time of loving service.
If you have any questions contact other Catholic high
school students or Deacon Norm 323-7523, facebook or
nhorsmtan@catholicweb.com.
Our young adults are
witnesses to the ability of this time together in the Lord to
transform our lives.

CARE FOR CREATION- Prayer/Reflection During this holy season of remembering the Incarnation,
let us always be mindful that we have been blessed with
the fruits of God's creation. So let us in turn, bless others.
May we be especially generous to our brothers and sisters
in need, and may we protect God's great gift of Creation so
that future
generations may
also be blessed by
its abundance.

CHRISTIAN SERVICE Opportunities
Students at all of our schools need to perform hours of
service. We are blessed at St Joseph ~ St
Raphael to offer many opportunities to join
in the service to others. If you need service
hours we need you now! call or email
Deacon Norm 323-7523 ext 18 .

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph

Our Lady Undoer of Knots
One of the new icons on the wall of Hoban Hall is of Our Lady Undoer of Knots. This is
relatively “new” devotion to Mary (dating from 1612). It is also a particular favorite
devotion of Pope Francis. He said: “Mary is the Mother who patiently and lovingly
brings us to God, so that he can untangle the knots of our soul.”
Our lives often have knots that can seem impossible to untie: marriage troubles, money
problems, unemployment, illness, loneliness, fears and worries of all kinds. When we
find ourselves facing challenges that seem to have no solutions, this is a devotion we
can turn to that might help untie the knots for us so that we might, in the words of Pope
Francis, “better unite with God and serve him always.”
We realize devotions aren’t magic. Just saying words doesn’t do anything. But the trust
we have in Mary’s ability to intercede for us and the faith in God to answer prayer can
lead to changes in our lives that we never dreamed possible.
Prayer composed by Pope Francis:
Holy Mary, full of the presence of God, during your life you accepted with great humility the holy will of the Father
and the legacy of your Son our Lord Jesus Christ, and evil never dared to entangle you with its confusion. Since
then you have interceded for all of our difficulties as you did at the wedding feast of Cana. With all simplicity and
with patience, you have given us an example of how to untangle the knots in our complicated lives. By being our
mother forever, you arrange and make clear the path that unites us to Our Lord.
Holy Mary, Mother of God and ours, with your maternal heart, untie the knots that upset our lives. We ask you to
receive into your hands (here mention your knot) and deliver us from the chains and confusion that restrain us.
Blessed Virgin Mary, through your grace, your intercession, and by your example, deliver us from evil and untie the
knots that keep us from being united to God. So that free of all confusion and error, we may find him in all things,
keep him in our hearts, and serve him always in our brothers and sisters. Mother of Good Counsel, pray for us.
Amen.

