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SPRINGFIELD, OHIO
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WEEK OF JANUARY 8, 2018
MONDAY
TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY
FRIDAY

12:10
12:10
12:10
12:10
12:10

Epiphany Celebration TODAY

Communion Service
Jim Schuyler
Elizabeth Daubenmire
Communion Service
Jesse Sawyer

Let us continue our celebration of Christ’s entrance into our
world.
Where: St. Raphael Hoban Hall
When: after the 10:30 Masses

SATURDAY - ST. RAPHAEL – JANUARY 13, 2018
4:30 For All Parishioners
SUNDAY - ST. RAPHAEL – JANUARY 14, 2018
10:30 Bob Shobe 8th anniversary

There will be desserts, live
music, fun and fellowship.

SUNDAY - ST. JOSEPH – JANUARY 14, 2018
8:00 Marilyn Suter
10:30 Tom Hannon, Sr. birth remembrance

Don’t miss our group sing along of the 12 days of
Christmas. We need 12 tables to complete the song!!

SATURDAY - ST. RAPHAEL – JANUARY 13, 2018
SERVERS
4:30
Bill DeWitt, Rodgers O’Neill
LECTORS
4:30
John Shanahan, Carole Caylor
DISTRIBUTORS 4:30
Kim & Steve DeWitt, Vicki Fourman,
Diane Jenkins, Bonnie & Larry
Longo, Lori Clark
SUNDAY - ST. RAPHAEL CHURCH –JANUARY 14, 2018
SERVERS
10:30
Ashley & Meg Ann MItchell
LECTORS
10:30
Eva Lazear, John Blumenshine
DISTRIBUTORS 10:30
George Combs, Dulce, Mitch &
Jonathan Hurst, Mary Ann Cochran,
June Collins, Nancy Lacey, Kathy
Rigel, Pam & Willie Young
SUNDAY - ST. JOSEPH
SERVERS
8:00
LECTORS
8:00
DISTRIBUTORS
8:00

CHURCH – JANUARY 14, 2018
Boderick Jones, Adam Lykins
Dan Tiemann, Tony Bickers
Matt & Sy Roth, Jonathan Eckels,
Vicki Hermanowski, Nicole
Thompson

SERVERS
10:30
LECTORS
10:30
DISTRIBUTORS 10:30

Mariah Sweeney, Matthew Wiles
Albert & Anne Woyat
Mike & Phyllis Robbins, Judy Hopper,
Lee Ann Inskeep, Karlee Jeffers,
Teresa Kaveney, Sue King

FUNERAL GREETERS FOR JANUARY 2018
Carole Ryan and Patti Lizza
WEEKLY COLLECTION UPDATES

St. Joseph
Collections Needed each week
$6,730.00
Total for December 24th /Christmas $12,855.18
Total for December 31st *
$7,004.00
*includes Solemnity of Mary
Year to Date Totals as of 12.31
$152,274.66
Year to Date Shortage
$29,436.34
Children’s Collection
2 envelopes
12.24 through 12.31
$12.00

St. Raphael
$10,769.00
$21, 080.50
$5,648.25
$232,800.67
$57,962.33
6 envelopes
$38.00

May God Bless Your Stewardship
" In the New Year, may your right hand
always be stretched out in friendship and
never in want." ☘
~ An Irish Toast

Plus, Our annual crowning of the King and Queen of
the New Year.
A GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO SEE OUR NEW ICONS
IN HOBAN HALL
UPCOMING CALENDAR OF EVENTS
TODAY Sunday, Jan.7th
Epiphany celebration– after the 10:30 Masses in
St. Raphael Hoban Hall
CCD, Children’s Catechumenate & RCIA resume
Return gifts to the Giving Trees
Return Alms cans (or keep them until Easter)
Tuesday, Jan. 9th
Grief Group– 2pm Parish Office
Private Reconciliation 7-8pm St. Raphael
Wednesday, Jan 10th
Recovery Group Meeting 10-11am Parish Office
Monday, Jan 15th
Evening Bible Study Resumes 7-8:30pm
St. Joseph Parish Center
Wednesday, Jan 17th
Soup Kitchen– 4:00pm– 6:30pm

YEAR END STATEMENT
Contribution statements
for 2017 will be available
by request only
Please request by email at
Bbeedy@catholicweb.com
or call the business office at
323-7523, ext.
Please allow ten days
for processing!

The Epiphany of the Lord

REFLECTIONS ON SCRIPTURE
Today’s Good News: January 7, 2018

Readings for the Week of January 7, 2018

Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord

Sunday

The Epiphany of the Lord
Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13;
Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12

Monday

The Baptism of the Lord
Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 55:1-11 or Acts 10:34-38 or
1 Jn 5:1-9; Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10; Is 12:2-3,
4bcd, 5-6; Mk 1:7-11

Tuesday

1 Sm 1:9-20; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd;
Mk 1:21-28

The focus of today’s readings is on outsiders, for on
Epiphany we celebrate the manifestation of the Lord to all
peoples. In Isaiah, the Chosen People themselves are
outsiders, for they are returning from fifty years of exile to
a desolate Jerusalem. The city and the temple needed to
be rebuilt. Looking outward, they had faith that Jerusalem
would soon shine forth as a beacon to foreign lands. In
the Gospel, the magi traveled to Bethlehem from afar to
seek the child. They were foreigners, and they are the first
in Matthew’s Gospel to pay Jesus homage. The passage
ends with the magi spurning Herod as they returned home,
but Matthew goes on to tell how the Holy Family fled to
Egypt in order to avoid the homicidal king. The infant
Jesus and his parents become refugees in a foreign
country, a country which had been a sworn enemy
centuries before. Exiles, foreigners, and refugees: they
play the main roles in today’s reading. They play the main
role in the formation and the mission of the Church. Truly,
we are all “members of the same body” (Ephesians 3:6).
There are no foreigners in Christ.
Do you welcome those looking for a home—in your parish,
your community, your country?

Wednesday 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20; Ps 40:2 and 5, 7-8a,
8b-9, 10; Mk 1:29-39
Thursday

1 Sm 4:1-11; Ps 44:10-11, 14-15, 24-25;
Mk 1:40-45

Friday

1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a; Ps 89:16-17, 18-19;
Mk 2:1-12

Saturday

Saint Hilary, Bishop and Doctor of the
Church
1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1; Ps 21:2-3, 4-5, 6-7;
Mk 2:13-17

Sunday

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19; Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10;
1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20; Jn 1:35-42

LOOKING FORWARD January 14, 2018
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Today we hear the stories of people being called
unexpectedly by the Lord. In the first reading, it takes a
few times before Samuel realizes that God is calling him;
he believes it his mentor, Eli, who calls out to him as he
sleeps. It is only after Eli instructs him to respond, “Speak,
Lord, for your servant is listening” that Samuel responds
appropriately (1 Samuel 3:9). But once he does so, “the
Lord was with him” (1 Samuel 3:19). In the Gospel,
Andrew also needs the testimony of a more knowledgeable
person, in this case, John the Baptist. When John points
out the stranger—“Behold the Lamb of God”---Andrew and
another disciple hear him and immediately follow Jesus
(John 1:36). Andrew in turn tells his brother, Simon Peter,
“We have found the Messiah” (John 1:41). The church
year has moved into Ordinary Time now and it is
appropriate that these invitations come on otherwise
ordinary days. We are no longer at the manger, nor are
we at the empty tomb. Neither Samuel nor Andrew
witnessed a historic event. But their ordinary day (or night)
turned momentous because of their encounters with the
Lord.
Are you ready to be called by the Lord? What will be your
response?

T.G.I.F. Today God is First
Happy moments, praise God
Difficult moments, seek God
Quiet moments, worship God
Painful moments, trust God
Every moment, thank God
AMEN.
A GREAT WAY TO BEGIN THE YEAR– WITH PRAYER
PARISH PRAYER CHAIN– PLEASE JOIN US- Email
Patty Larger at plarger@catholicweb.com to be included in
the Parishes email prayer chain. You are invited to send in
any prayer requests and asked to lift up in
prayer the intentions that are sent out. “
Pray continually” 1 Thessalonians 5:17.
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"The Twelve Days of Christmas"
To most it's a delightful nonsense rhyme set to music. But it had a quite serious purpose when it was written.
It is a good deal more than just a repetitious melody with pretty phrases and a list of strange gifts.
Catholics in England during the period 1558 to 1829, when Parliament finally emancipated Catholics in England, were
prohibited from ANY practice of their faith by law - private OR public. It was a crime to BE a Catholic.
"The Twelve Days of Christmas" was written in England as one of the "catechism songs" to help young Catholics
learn the tenets of their faith - a memory aid, when to be caught with anything in writing indicating adherence to the
Catholic faith could not only get you imprisoned, it could get you hanged, or shortened by a head!
The songs gifts are hidden meanings to the teachings of the faith. The "true love" mentioned in the song doesn't refer to
an earthly suitor, it refers to God Himself. The "me" who receives the presents refers to every baptized person. The
partridge in a pear tree is Jesus Christ, the Son of God. In the song, Christ is symbolically presented as a mother
partridge which feigns injury to decoy predators from her helpless nestlings, much in memory of the expression of Christ's
sadness over the fate of Jerusalem: "Jerusalem! Jerusalem! How often
would I have sheltered thee under my wings, as a hen does her chicks, but
thou wouldst not have it so..."
The other symbols mean the following:
1 Partridge in a pear tree= Jesus Christ, the Son of God
2 Turtle Doves = The Old and New Testaments
3 French Hens = Faith, Hope and Charity, the Theological Virtues
4 Calling Birds = the Four Gospels and/or the Four Evangelists
5 Golden Rings = The first Five Books of the Old Testament, the
"Pentateuch", which gives the history of man's fall from grace.
6 Geese A-laying = the six days of creation
7 Swans A-swimming = the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit, the seven
sacraments
8 Maids A-milking = the eight beatitudes
9 Ladies Dancing = the nine Fruits of the Holy Spirit
10 Lords A-leaping = the ten commandments
11 Pipers Piping = the eleven faithful apostles
12 Drummers Drumming = the twelve points of doctrine in the Apostle's
Creed
GIVING TREE– Just as the wise men brought gifts to the
infant Jesus we remember...
Parent- Infant Center Donations Items needed:
ear thermometers, washcloths, bath towels, baby
lotion, diaper cream, baby shampoo, diapers and
wipes, infant sleepers, newborn and small onesies,
infant toys such as teethers and rattles, nail clippers,
brushes, socks, crib sheets and any other baby items
are appreciated.
If you forgot to bring your items today bring them
to the Parish Office this week. We will be taking
items to the Parent Infant Center on
Friday, Jan 12th.

The word “epiphany” comes from the Greek epiphainen,
a verb that means "to shine upon," "to manifest," or “to
make known.” Thus, the feast of the Epiphany celebrates
the many ways that Christ has made Himself known to the
world, mainly the three events that manifested the mission
and divinity of Christ: the visit of the Magi (Matthew 2:1-12),
the baptism of Jesus (Mark 1:9-11), and the miracle at
Cana (John 2:1-11).
IF YOU DID NOT RETURN YOUR ALMS CANS TODAY
we ask that you consider keeping it and continue to contribute to it until Easter, April 1st. We typically give out alms
cans 2 times a year– Advent and Lent. Five weeks from
today Lent begins! The money collected through these simple cans continue to make a real difference in the lives of
those in our twin parish in Brazil. This is another concrete
way that we are asked to Live as Missionary Disciples. If
we ran out of cans before you picked one up use any container from your home.
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ADULT FORMATION

Now is the Time To Offer
Others a Ride to Mass

ADULT FAITH THIS WINTER
We experience incredible grace at
mass and yet we see many open pews and chairs at
mass. We know that many would go to mass if someone
they knew would go with them. The Lord is using you and
your incredible gift of life to draw others all to him in love.
Please invite others to come with you and share in your
joy.

St. Joseph ~ St. Raphael Recovery Gathering
"While I breathe, I hope.” St Andrew
WEDNESDAY, JAN. 10TH & 24TH
from 10-11 am
The monthly Recovery Gathering will be in the St. Joseph/
St. Raphael Parish offices at 225 E High St. on the 2nd
and 4th Wednesday each month. Our January gatherings
will be WEDNESDAY, January 10th and 24th.
The mission of the Recovery Gatherings are to encourage,
support and walk with those seeking to recover from
addiction and mental illness and those who love them.
There are many programs and people who can help with
recovery but it is often hard to take the 1st step to identify
and accept the problem. It is also hard to accept that
recovery may be a difficult and ongoing process that does
not end. That is why we need to support and encourage
each other. The meeting is open to all.
For more information contact Norm Horstman
323-7523, ext. 18, or email at
nhorstman@catholicweb.com

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
Are you grieving the loss of someone close to you? It
helps to talk to someone who understands. Our grief
support group meets the Second Tuesday of each month
at 2:00 in the parish office. Our next meeting is Tuesday,
JANUARY 9TH For more information or questions,
contact
Lisa
Lenard
at
323-7523
or
llenard@catholicweb.com.
Grief support groups are not a substitute for grief
counseling. Rather they are a time for those who are going
through the stages of grief to share with each other.

Sunday Morning Adult Faith resumes on Jan. 7 with
“Kingdom of Happiness.” This book offers hope to the tired
and overburdened by discovering happiness through the
Beatitudes. Books and coffee are free. Sunday Morning
Adult Faith meets on the main floor of the St. Raphael
Parish Center at 9-10:10 a.m.
Monday Night Bible Study will resume on Jan. 15 with a
study of Jonah and Ruth. These two very short books have
such to tell us about faithfulness, perseverance, and
compassion. If you have never been part of a Bible study
before, the new year is a great time to start. Monday night
Bible study meets in the St. Joseph Parish Center at 7:008:30 p.m.
Thursday Morning Bible Study resumes Feb. 1 and will
continue its study of the Gospel of Matthew. Newcomers
are welcome at any time! Thursday morning Bible study
meets in the St. Joseph Parish Center at 10:00 a.m. –
noon.
RITE OF ACCEPTANCE: St. Joseph/St. Raphael
parish will celebrate the Rite of Acceptance on Sunday,
January 14th at the 10:30 Mass at St. Raphael. This is
the liturgical rite welcoming our RCIA participants into
our faith community. It marks the beginning of the
Catechumenate proper for those desiring to receive the
sacraments of initiation (Baptism, Confirmation, and
Eucharist), and through this rite, the Church accepts
their intention to respond to God’s call to follow the way
of Christ.
They will then be formally called
Catechumens.
Also, at this time, those already
baptized who wish to be received into full communion in
the Church will be formally welcomed as Candidates.
The Catechumens and Candidates will now gather with
the Catholic community each Sunday at the 10:30 Mass
at St. Raphael for the first part of the Mass, during
which together, we hear the Scriptures, respond to
them, and reflect on the meaning of God’s Word for us
personally and as a community through the homily.
After the intercessions, the Catechumens and
Candidates are dismissed and with their catechist
continue a process of reflection and application of the
Word of God proclaimed in the Sunday assembly. In
addition to this important time, with the help of a
sponsor, the Catechumens and Candidates are
introduced
to
other
members of the parish
community and take part
in
parish
activities.
Please keep them in your
prayers and welcome
them into our faith
community.
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YOUTH FORMATION
WINTER ACTIVITIES– LOOK AT WHAT
WE ARE PLANNING

CHILDREN’S CATECHUMENATE BEGINS

TODAY

Has your child been baptized? Does she or he need to
“catch up” on 1st Eucharist or Confirmation? Children’s
Catechumenate classes are for children aged 2-17 who
need to receive one or more of the sacraments of initiation.
Classes begin Jan. 7, 2018. To register your child, call
Lisa Lenard at 323-7523 by Jan. 4.

HIGH SCHOOL Core Team MEETING
January 7th 11:35-12:45pm Hoban Hall
All school students are invited to Hoban Hall at 11:35am
on Sunday January 7th for pizza and fun. Be prepared
to join in the singing at the Epiphany Party!

JANUARY 7TH

We will be planning the upcoming activities. Lots of plans
for the winter months: bowling, full size foos ball and ice
skating are all being planned. Come spend time with us to
plan.
All high school students and their friends are invited to join
us. If you cannot make the meeting we can keep you
updated by Facebook, email. For more information on
these activities or if you have questions contact Mary
Pruett, Colin Hanna, Cecilia LeMelle, Brittany Tucker, Elly
Deerwester, Sy Roth, Noah Cafeo Katherine Lloyd, Meara
Franzen
or
Deacon
Norm
at
323-7523
or
nhorstman@catholicweb.com.

High School Students Mark your Calendars Now
Lenten Lockin March 3!
ONLY 8 WEEKS AWAY!!
Our high school core team would like all high
school students and those who love and care
for them to mark March 3RD on your 2018
calendars, daily planners and I phones.
It is an act of faith to set time apart for the Lord Jesus. It is
practice that makes real our relationship with our Lord as
we open ourselves to the grace of His love for us. It is a
powerful, fun and active time of loving service.
If you have any questions contact other Catholic high
school students or Deacon Norm 323-7523, facebook or
nhorsmtan@catholicweb.com.
Our young adults are
witnesses to the ability of this time together in the Lord to
transform our lives.

CHRISTIAN SERVICE Opportunities
Students at all of our schools need to perform hours of
service. We are blessed at St Joseph ~ St Raphael to
offer many opportunities to join in the
service to others. If you need service
hours we need you now! call or email
Deacon Norm 323-7523 ext 18 .

CCD CLASSES resumed TODAY Sunday Jan 7th.
We have 16 classes remaining until the end of the CCD
year on April 29th.
Plenty of time for learning
about living as missionary
disciples.

Mass will only be cancelled if we are at a level 3 snow
emergency. We DO encourage everyone to decide if it
is safe to drive from you area when roads are icy. For
gatherings like CCD, Bible Study, Youth events—we will
decide and post the closing in several places. WDTN is the
local channel that we use for closings; also look at our
website (www.josephraphael.org) and our facebook page.
Please know that if you see a delay or cancellation on any
of these sites it is valid; we are probably working on getting
it on the others. Hopefully we will not have a need to cancel
this winter.

HAVE YOU VISITED OUR WEBSITE?
www.josephraphael.org
Find out what’s new on our parish website:
• Upcoming events
• Parish schedules
• Uplifting spiritual information
• Registration forms
• Volunteer opportunities
• Other important information
Like us on Facebook—St. Joseph / St. Raphael Parish
to receive updates directly in your News Feed.
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Our Lady Undoer of Knots
One of the new icons on the wall of Hoban Hall is of Our Lady Undoer of Knots. This is
relatively “new” devotion to Mary (dating from 1612). It is also a particular favorite
devotion of Pope Francis. He said: “Mary is the Mother who patiently and lovingly
brings us to God, so that he can untangle the knots of our soul.”
Our lives often have knots that can seem impossible to untie: marriage troubles, money
problems, unemployment, illness, loneliness, fears and worries of all kinds. When we
find ourselves facing challenges that seem to have no solutions, this is a devotion we
can turn to that might help untie the knots for us so that we might, in the words of Pope
Francis, “better unite with God and serve him always.”
We realize devotions aren’t magic. Just saying words doesn’t do anything. But the trust
we have in Mary’s ability to intercede for us and the faith in God to answer prayer can
lead to changes in our lives that we never dreamed possible.
Prayer composed by Pope Francis:
Holy Mary, full of the presence of God, during your life you accepted with great humility the holy will of the Father
and the legacy of your Son our Lord Jesus Christ, and evil never dared to entangle you with its confusion. Since
then you have interceded for all of our difficulties as you did at the wedding feast of Cana. With all simplicity and
with patience, you have given us an example of how to untangle the knots in our complicated lives. By being our
mother forever, you arrange and make clear the path that unites us to Our Lord.
Holy Mary, Mother of God and ours, with your maternal heart, untie the knots that upset our lives. We ask you to
receive into your hands (here mention your knot) and deliver us from the chains and confusion that restrain us.
Blessed Virgin Mary, through your grace, your intercession, and by your example, deliver us from evil and untie the
knots that keep us from being united to God. So that free of all confusion and error, we may find him in all things,
keep him in our hearts, and serve him always in our brothers and sisters. Mother of Good Counsel, pray for us.
Amen.

