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WEEK OF FEBURARY 19, 2018
MONDAY
12:10
Communion Service
TUESDAY
12:10
Joe Marous
WEDNESDAY
12:10
Kenny Yake birthday
THURSDAY
12:10
Communion Service
FRIDAY
12:10
James Hudson birthday
SATURDAY - ST. RAPHAEL – FEBRUARY 24, 2018
4:30
For All Parishioners
SUNDAY - ST. RAPHAEL – FEBRUARY 25, 2018
10:30
Jesse Sawyer 1st anniversary
SUNDAY - ST. JOSEPH – FEBRUARY 25, 2018
8:00
Steve Tayloe birthday
10:30
Virginia Martin
SATURDAY - ST. RAPHAEL – FEBRUARY 24, 2018
SERVERS
4:30
Cassie Beedy, Tom Reeb
LECTORS
4:30
Myron Sonneborn, Cecilia LeMelle
DISTRIBUTORS 4:30
Ellie & Susan Beck, Deborah, Kim &
Steve DeWitt, Vicki Fourman,
volunteer needed
SUNDAY - ST. RAPHAEL CHURCH –FEBRUARY 25, 2018
SERVERS
10:30
Cami Burke, Sara Deerwester
LECTORS
10:30
John Blumenshine, Noah Cafeo
DISTRIBUTORS 10:30
Mary Ann Cochran, June Collins,
Chris Crispino, Chelsie Davis, Dave,
Sharon, & Elly Deerwester, Dulce,
Jonathan & Mitch Hurst
SUNDAY - ST. JOSEPH
SERVERS
8:00
LECTORS
8:00
DISTRIBUTORS
8:00

CHURCH – FEBRUARY 25, 2018
Elliot & Aaron Emory
Tony Bickers, Judy Stumpff
Jonathan Eckels, Vicki Hermanowski,
Pat Kearns, Russ Pamer, Jerry
Stumpff

SERVERS
10:30
LECTORS
10:30
DISTRIBUTORS 10:30

Xavier Abraham, volunteer needed
Tamara Abraham, TC Storer
Steve Gordin, Dee Dee Brust,
Brenda Driscoll, Erin & Shane
Hannan, Tony Hannon, Judy Hopper

FUNERAL GREETERS FOR FEBRUARY 2018
Judy Wolfenbarger and Marty Tayloe
WEEKLY COLLECTION UPDATES
Collections Needed each week
Total for February 11th
Year to Date Totals
Year to Date Shortage
Children’s Collection

St. Joseph
$6,730.00
$3,047.80
$181,448.76
$40,642.24
0 envelopes
$00.00

St. Raphael
$10,769.00
$6,154.00
$277,401.33
$77,975.67
3 envelopes
$11.00

May God Bless Your Stewardship
PRAYER/REFLECTION - Good and gracious God, help
us to heed your call to a profound interior conversion: a
conversion whereby our encounter with you is apparent in
our relationship to the naturally created world around us.

UPCOMING CALENDAR OF EVENTS
TODAY Sunday, February 18th
Rite of Sending and Election
Monday, February 19th– OFFICE CLOSED
Presidents’ Day
Tuesday, February 20th
Deepening Prayer Group 7pm St. R Narthex
Wednesday, February 21st
Soup Kitchen 4-6:15pm
Friday, February 23rd ( every Friday during Lent)
Stations of the Cross, St. Joseph Church 5:30pm
Saturday, February 24th
High School Lock in 3:30– midnight St. Raphael campus
Sunday, February 25th
Connections Session– Confirmation preparation
Hoban Hall 9-10:10am
Monday, February 26th
St. Vincent de Paul open house
Begins at St. Raphael 12:10 Mass
Tuesday, February 27th
“The Light is On” 7-9pm St. Raphael Church

RCIA
RITE OF SENDING
RITE OF ELECTION & CALL TO CONTINUING
CONVERSION
The Rite of Sending will be celebrated at St. Raphael
Church TODAY, Feb. 18, 2018, at the 10:30 Mass. The
Rite of Election and Call to Continuing Conversion will be
celebrated this afternoon at Immaculate Conception
Church in Dayton with Bishop Binzer presiding. In the Rite
of Sending, the local parish community acknowledges the
readiness of their catechumens and candidates to receive
the sacraments of initiation at the Easter Vigil. Those
catechumens and candidates are then sent to the bishop
(or his representative) who, as the head of the local
church, welcomes those who have been chosen by Christ
to the final period of preparation before their reception of
Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist. This year our
parish community walks with 2 adults 3 children who are
preparing to receive the Sacraments of Initiation. Please
keep them in your prayers.
The Rosary is prayed each weekday at 11:30am
prior to the 12:10 Mass at St. Raphael. Please
consider gathering for prayer.

First Sunday of Lent

REFLECTIONS ON SCRIPTURE
Today’s Good News: February 18, 2018

Readings for the Week of February 18, 2018

First Sunday of Lent

Sunday

The covenant God makes with humanity is a major theme
throughout Lent this year, especially in the readings from
the Old Testament. In today’s Old Testament reading,
God establishes a covenant with Noah, his descendants,
and in fact with every living creature on the ark. The
covenant is a solemn promise. God promises that the
devastating waters of a flood will never again cover the
earth. God cares for humanity too much. Despite the fact
that the people turn away from God again and again
throughout the rest of the Old Testament, no second flood
ever covers the earth. Many centuries later, Jesus offers
himself as the new covenant. In the Gospel, the same
Spirit that had just descended upon Jesus at his baptism
now drives him out into the desert to be tempted by the
devil. The forty days of rain for Noah are paralleled with
forty days in the desert for Jesus. The writer of First Peter
puts it all together. Noah and his family “were saved
through water. This prefigured baptism, which saves you
now” (1 Peter3:20-21). By baptism we are baptized into
the whole package: the covenant with God, the suffering
and death of Jesus, and the promise of eternal life.
What can you do to honor the covenant that God has
made with you?
LOOKING FORWARD February 25,2018
Second Sunday of Lent
The story of Abraham’s near-sacrifice of his only child is a
troubling one. What kind of God asks someone to do this?
And what kind of father would be willing to obey such a
monstrous command? But to concentrate on this aspect of
the story would be to miss the point: to hold Abraham up
as the ultimate example of obedience and faith. And what
better way to prove his faith than to take it to an extreme?
So “God put Abraham to the test” (Genesis 22:1).
Abraham had been told that he would be blessed with
innumerable descendants, but he cannot fathom now how
this is going to all work out. He doesn’t know how and he
doesn’t know why. But he trusts in God and he obeys. It is
no accident that this passage is read during Lent, for it is
echoed in God’s own Son being allowed to die. Jesus will
agonize in the hours before he is arrested, asking to be
spared, but eventually trusting in God and obeying his
Father’s will. It enables Paul (and us) to trust the promise
of salvation, for “ If God is for us, who can be against us?
(Romans 8:31-32).
When have you needed to have faith without knowing the
plan?

Monday
Tuesday

First Sunday of Lent
Gn 9:8-15; Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; 1 Pt 3:18-22;
Mk 1:12-15
Lv 19:1-2, 11-18; Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15;
Mt 25:31-46
Is 55:10-11; Ps 34:4-5, 6-7, 16-17, 18-19;
Mt 6:7-15

Wednesday Saint Peter Damian, Bishop and Doctor of
the Church Jon 3:1-10;
Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19; Lk 11:29-32
Thursday

The Chair of Saint Peter the Apostle
1 Pt 5:1-4; Ps 23:1-3a, 4, 5, 6; Mt 16:13-19

Friday

Saint Polycarp, Bishop and Martyr
Ez 18:21-28; Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-7a, 7bc-8;
Mt 5:20-26

Saturday

Dt 26:16-19; Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8; Mt 5:43-48

Sunday

Second Sunday of Lent
Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18; Ps 116:10, 15,
16-17, 18-19; Rom 8:31b-34; Mk 9:2-10

DEEPENING (CONTEMPLATIVE) PRAYER
CHANGE FOR THIS MONTH
FEBRUARY 20TH
7:00 P.M. - ST. RAPHAEL NARTHEX
The Deepening group is an experience of contemplative
prayer resting in repetitive sacred music The crucial
element of the experience is the deep concentration which
becomes possible through repetition and
through the elimination of distraction. In
our desire to limit distraction we will hold
silence between songs, Sr. Joan Chittister
says of Benedictine prayer that the power
lies in the regularity "like the dripping of a
faucet on the ground of our hearts". For
more information call Patty Larger at 32375232, ext. 12, or email at plarger@catholicweb.com
Thank you to everyone who made a donation to the recent Meijer Holiday “Simply
Give” campaign. Meijer recently presented
to the St Vincent de Paul food pantry
$12560 in Meijer gift cards as a result of
your donations made to the campaign. Meijer matched
each $10 donation and on special days double matched
each donation. The St Vincent de Paul Food Pantry will
use the gift cards to purchase much needed food items for
our food pantry.
Thanks
Jerry Lawrence
St Vincent de Paul
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Lent Has Begun…. What We Have Planned
Prayer, Fasting, and Almsgiving are the three pillars of Lent, each forming us in our faith.
Instead of giving up candy for Lent, why not participate in one or more of these adult faith formation
opportunities?
Synced Studies - This year our 3 adult faith groups will be aligning their studies for your convenience. All groups will be
using the same study and covering the same content each week. Is Sunday morning best for you this week, but you work
next Sunday? No reason to skip! You can hop between the groups at your convenience. We hope this gives some who
have never been a part of our adult faith groups before an opportunity to join.
Our synced study is “Lent: Season of Transformation.” During Lent, we clear our lives of all the clutter & allow
ourselves to be transformed by the Word of God. These 6 special sessions will help you focus on God & reorient
your life to the Gospel. Sessions began on Monday, Feb. 12 & end Sunday, March 25.
Monday Night Bible Study meets in the St. Joseph Parish Center at 7:00 p.m.
Thursday Morning Bible Study meets in the St. Joseph Parish Center at 10:00 a.m. – noon.
Sunday Morning Adult Faith meets in the St. Raphael Parish Center at 9:00-10:10 a.m.
Lenten booklets – A variety of free Lenten devotional booklets, containing scriptures, reflections, and prayers, will be
available in the back of both churches beginning Feb. 11. Don’t forget to pick one up!
Stations of the Cross – Join us for this traditional Lenten devotion on all the Fridays of Lent at 5:30 p.m. at St. Joseph
Church.
Lenten Retreat – This year we have a special Celtic retreat planned for Saturday, March 17th at 9:00-12:00 in St. Raphael
Church with a lunch of Irish stew, leek & potato soup, & soda bread following in Hoban Hall. There will also be live Celtic
music while we eat. Our guest presenter is spiritual director Lauren Horstman Burdette.
Parish Penance Service – The Parish Penance Service will be held on Monday, March 26 at 7:00 p.m. in St. Raphael
Church. This is a communal penance service with communal prayers and multiple priests to hear individual confessions.
Giving Alms– If you did not turn your alms can back in at Epiphany, hopefully you have continued this practice of
almsgiving. More containers are available in the back of church if you don’t have one. If there are none there, please use
any container for your loose change. This offering will be collected on Holy Thursday and be sent to Brazil.
The Light Is On for You
Celtic Spirituality Retreat
March 17th
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Hoban Hall
Lunch with live Irish music
To follow.

Join us as we explore Celtic spirituality together.
Learn about the history & content of Celtic spirituality, and
experience prayer, contemplation, and creativity as we
explore the riches of this spiritual tradition.
We will drink deeply from the holy well of Celtic mystery
and wonder. Our time will be led by Lauren Burdette,
spiritual director. Contact Lisa Lenard at
llenard@catholicweb.com or 323-7523, ext. 17 to register
or if you have any questions.

Have you been away from the sacrament of reconciliation
for a while. Do you want to experience the sacrament
again, but feel uneasy? On February 27, we will host the
Light Is On from 7:00-9:00 p.m. at St. Raphael Church.
This is an opportunity to experience the sacrament in a nonjudgmental, welcoming atmosphere.
This is NOT a
communal penance service, and there will be no common
prayers. Participants are welcome to arrive at any time
during the two-hour window and to use the church for
private prayer or to leave immediately after receiving the
sacrament.
When do we abstain? What does that mean?
Abstinence from meat means that we cannot eat meat
on all the Fridays of Lent. Those who are to abstain from
meat are all those 14 years of age or over.
Meat is
considered any animal that walks on the earth or flies in the
air. Fish is therefore allowed. Consider
“googling” some vegetarian dishes or
serving a simple soup each Friday.

First Sunday of Lent

UPCOMING EVENTS
Dear Women of the Catholic parishes of Springfield,
In Mary’s Name Sodality invites you to join us at the Jesuit
Spiritual Center at Milford for a weekend of spiritual renewal.
Beginning with dinner on Friday March 9th and concluding
after lunch on Sunday March 11th you will have an
opportunity for personal reflection and prayer. This will be a
time of rest and silence as you refresh yourself and
experience God’s presence all around us and find the
connection to God that is unique to you. For more
information or to register call Mary Ellen at 513-248-3500
ext. 10 or go to www.jesuitspiritualcenter.com.
Each parish has a contact person who will have information
pamphlets and registration cards:
Alicia DeWitt - St Raphael

Jean Spencer - St Joseph

Aileen Dundon - St Bernard

Nikki Beach - St Teresa

We will have a bus to take us and pick up, We will accept
donations for the bus ride.

The Catholic Men’s Conference will be held
Saturday, February 24, 2018 at the Ohio State
Fairgrounds in Columbus, Ohio. For the past 25
years, men from all over the Springfield and Urbana
area have attended the men’s conference during the
Lenten season. It’s always a great day to go and
listen to wonderful speakers. Their talks help all of us
grow closer to our Lord and you always remember
their messages. This year speakers are Jeff Cavins,
Dr. Scott Hahn and Christ Stefanick. Bishop Frederick
Campbell will offer mass and before mass there will
be 30 priest to hear confessions. The cost is $40
which includes breakfast and lunch. If you can’t
afford the $40, please let us know - everyone is
invited to come. There are rides over and back as we
all car pool. You’ll never regret going to the Catholic
Men’s Conference.
For tickets and information, please contact Bill Carter
- 322-6855, Gus Lippoplis - 325-1548, Tom Myers 265-5235, John Fogarty - 509-0065, Jerry Lawrence,
- 399-1074, John Franco - 342-9432, Tony Schneider
- 652-1516, Tome Euering - 215-5443, Ken Gnau 206-9531, Tom Schneider - 653-4559, Joe Fuller—
390-8954, Joe Zink - 399-8637, Joe Dunn - 408-8879,
Terry Foley - 323-9602, Patrick Gnau - 206-4119,
Larry Moorman - 323-8233, Salvador Barragan - 2073265, Jack Huey - 681-0389, Scott Patterson - 3605141, Jim Williams - 308-3498, Rob Rollins - 3998601, Steve Dillman - 215-0669, Woody Frazheim 325-7730, Mike Valley - 207-8410, and Fred Wyen 925-3007.

A WONDERFUL MARDI GRAS LUNCH LAST SUNDAY
Thanks go to all who came to last Sunday’s Mardi Gras
lunch in the beautifully decorated St Joseph Parish
Center. With live Jazz music and delicious authentic food,
many say it is the best Mardi Gras celebration in town. Fr
Ken Baker called it “a wonderful celebration” and thanked
our community for inviting him. It really was a parish wide
celebration with many people helping out. Special thanks
go to our Chairpersons sisters Sandy Falkenstein and
Betsy Wencelwicz assisted by Ron & Jean Spencer,
Marilyn Linton, Judy Hopper, and Cheryl Bush. The St
Joseph Jazz Trio of John Lippolis, John O’Connor and Jim
(Pete Fountaine) Engle brought toe tapping life and joy to
the celebration. The Mardi Gras Children’s Parade was
presided over by King David Roberts and Queen Roni
Roth of 2018. We sang the Alleluia for the last time as the
King and Queen put the Alleluia banner away for the next
40 days. Through prayer, fasting, giving and dying to self
we will prepare ourselves to sing it with great joy at our
Easter Celebration. Special thanks also go to the Newton
family for hosting the free fun and positive children’s
games. We then feasted on the wonderful food the
committee and parishioners prepared. As we prepare to
enter the discipline of the Lenten season it good to see the
Holy Spirit unite our community in the joy, fun, fellowship
and caring of Christ Jesus.

DEACON INFORMATIONAL
MEETINGS Have you considered becoming a
Permanent Deacon in the Catholic Church, but
don’t know where to begin to explore the
possibility?
The Office of the Diaconate of the Archdiocese of
Cincinnati will hold Informational Meetings concerning the
Permanent Diaconate on the following dates:
Dayton Region: Monday, March 19th 7pm
St. Helen Parish
605 Granville Place
Riverside, OH 45431

If you would like to talk to some real live Permanent
Deacons about this vital ministry in the Church we have 2
right here for you to sit down with. Contact Deacon Norm
or Deacon John!
*There is also a meeting on March 20th in Fort Loramie
and March 22nd in Cincinnati if that works better for you.
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YOUTH FORMATION
NEXT SATURDAY EVENING
St Joseph/St Raphael
26th Annual High School
2018 Lenten Lock In Saturday Feb 24
All high school students are asked to offer up a Saturday
night in Lent on February 24 in loving service to Jesus
Christ. This year’s theme is “The 7th Station of the Way of
the Cross: Jesus Falls a 2nd Time”. The Lockin begins at
3:30pm and ends at midnight. If you cannot make the entire
time you can come late or leave early as long as you have
a parent’s written permission.
Gathering and ending will be in St Raphael Church
Undercroft Hoban Hall.
3:30-4pm registration
4:-4:30 Introduction & preparation for mass
4:30-5:30 Celebrating the Eucharist
5:30-6pm Form service teams

ARE YOU PLANNING YOUR SUMMER VACATION?
Don’t miss out on Scripture Safari!
JULY 9-13
Our Vacation Bible School,
Scripture Safari, is planned
for July 9th through the
13th.
Classes begin for 4 year
olds through those entering the 6th grade. But don’t feel
like you have outgrown Safari!
Helpers are needed in all areas. Teens can begin helping
when they are entering the 7th grade through high school.
This is a great service hour opportunity. And we are happy
to have adults helpers from any age group! If you have
any questions contact Patty Larger at the parish office at
323-7523 or email plarger@catholicweb.com

6pm-7:45 Christian Service (Soup Kitchen, 2nd Harvest,
McKinley Hall, IHN Bingo etc.)
7:45-8:30 dinner Barbeque
8:30pm-9:30 Spiritual Activity
9:30 – 10:30 fun
10:30-11:20 Way of the Cross Springfield City Plaza
Seniors Carry the Cross
11:20-11:40 Handing over of the cross from class of ’18
to ’19
11:40 midnight Oreo blizzards & hot cocoa
Midnight Goodbye & Safe Return Home
This is a very fun and powerful time. The cost is $5 which
goes to help our service projects..
High school students are asked to invite their friends to join
them. Parents, grandparents and God parents are to
encourage their students to offer up this time as in order to
deepen their relationship with Christ Jesus. For questions
or registration forms call Deacon Norm at 323-7523 or
nhorstman@catholicweb.com or facebook
Forms are also available
in the back of church, at
the schools and with the
high school students.

CATHOLIC
WOMEN’S
COLLEGE
CLUB
is
currently
accepting
scholarship
applications.
High school seniors who
are Catholic and plan to
attend a Catholic college or
university in the fall may apply; new applications are
available in the CCHS office or the parish office. Students
who are current recipients of the scholarship or are
currently students in a Catholic college or university may
apply for renewal scholarship; these applications are
available from the CWCC Education Chair. All applications
are due by 5pm on Thursday, March 22nd. For more
information or questions, please contact CWCC Education
Chair Debbie LeMelle at (937) 629-0508.

CATHOLIC CENTRAL
Rocking Horse Book Drive
The Service Ministry class is sponsoring a book drive for
the Rocking Horse Center. We are asking for new or gently
used children’s books, especially picture books. There are
boxes set up in the HS religion and English classrooms and
the CCES/CCHS offices. We will be collecting
throughout the month of February. The books
will go into the Rocking Horse Little Library for
children to take home. Thank you for helping us
support the Rocking Horse Center!

First Sunday of Lent
Mass will only be cancelled if we are at a level 3 snow
emergency. We DO encourage everyone to decide if it is
safe to drive from you area when roads are icy. For
gatherings like CCD, Bible Study, Youth events—we will
decide and post the closing in several places. WDTN is the
local channel that we use for closings; also look at our
website (www.josephraphael.org) and our facebook page.
Please know that if you see a delay or cancellation on any
of these sites it is valid; we are probably working on getting
it on the others. Hopefully we will not have a need to cancel
this winter.

2018 Catholic Ministries Appeal (CMA)
We thank everyone from St. Joseph and St. Raphael Parish
who has participated in the 2018 Catholic Ministries Appeal.
Our pledges let us impact the stories of thousands through
six important Catholic ministries right here in our
archdiocese.
Additionally, 50% of all pledges in excess of our parish goal
will go to the support of our ever present maintenance
needs here in our parish, so please be as generous as you
can. For more information and to pledge online, please visit
CatholicAppeal.info.
Thank you!

SATURDAY

YEAR END STATEMENT
Contribution statements
for 2017 will be available
by request only
Please request by email at
Bbeedy@catholicweb.com
or call the business office at
323-7523, ext. 11
Please allow ten days
for processing!

COFFEE HOUSE FEBRUARY 17TH
AT ST. JOSEPH PARISH CENTER
Right after the 4:30 Mass. Bring your
favorite casserole or "dish" to share and
enjoy dessert, coffee or tea, while
listening to musicians play music to
inspire you. All food left over after the
Coffeehouse will be donated to the
Springfield Soup Kitchen.
If you have any questions or for more information please
call John Lippolis at
390-9725.

