
ST. JOSEPH ~ ST. RAPHAEL CHURCH 
SPRINGFIELD, OHIO  MARCH 4,2018 

WEEK  OF  MARCH 5, 2018  
MONDAY 12:10 Communion Service 
TUESDAY 12:10 Donnis Baileyï birthday 
WEDNESDAY 12:10  Suzanne Groeber 
THURSDAY 12:10 Communion Service  
FRIDAY  12:10 Carolyn S. Knightï birthday 
 
SATURDAY  -  ST.  RAPHAEL  ï  MARCH 10, 2018 
  4:30  George Missigï birthday  
  
SUNDAY  - ST.  RAPHAEL   ï  MARCH 11,  2018 
  10:30  Michael Ulchneyï anniversary 
 
SUNDAY  -  ST.  JOSEPH   ï   MARCH 11,  2018 
 8:00    Margaret Mooneyï birthday 
                              10:30    For All Parishioners 
 
SATURDAY  -  ST.  RAPHAEL  ï  MARCH 10, 2018 
COORDINATOR-  VICKI FOURMAN 
SERVERS  4:30    Avery & Cohen Guenther 
LECTORS  4:30    Matt Roth, Carole Caylor 
DISTRIBUTORS 4:30    Karen Lyons, Dave & Denice  
    Hoendorf, Kim, Steve & Deborah  
    DeWitt, Vicki Fourman 
 
SUNDAY  -  ST.  RAPHAEL  CHURCH  ïMARCH 11,  2018 

COORDINATORï CHRIS CRISPINO 

SERVERS 10:30 RJ Griffin, Courtney Hobbs 
LECTORS 10:30 Joseph Duverglas, Joe Brooks  
DISTRIBUTORS 10:30 Jim, Marlo, Gracie Vandegrift, Pam & 
  Willie Young, Amberr Foreman, Elly 
  Deerwester, Dulce & Jonathan Hurst, 
  Maria Newton 
 
SUNDAY  -  ST.  JOSEPH  CHURCH  ï  MARCH 11, 2018 
COORDINATORï PAT KEARNS 
SERVERS 8:00 Andrea & Elliot Emory 
LECTORS 8:00 Tony Bickers, Dan Tiemann 
DISTRIBUTORS 8:00 Jonathan Eckels, Vicki Hermanowski, 
  Pat Kearns, Russ Pamer, George  
  Combs  
 
COORDINATORï MIKE ROBBINS 
SERVERS 10:30 Nathan & Daniel Gillis 
LECTORS 10:30 Tamara Abraham, volunteer needed  
DISTRIBUTORS   10:30   Nikki Miller, Laurel Shouvlin, Tony 

Barbarino, Barba Estep, Steve Gordin, Cheryl 
Bush, Shane Hannan 

 
FUNERAL  GREETERS  FOR  MARCH 
  Rich Martin and Melanie Deere 
 
WEEKLY  COLLECTION  UPDATES 
                               St. Joseph     St. Raphael 
Collections Needed each week     $6,730.00       $10,769.00 
Total for February 25th                         $4,791.00          $6,171.50 
Year to Date Totals                  $193,697.26     $301,511.79 
Year to  Date Shortage                        $41,853.74       $75,403.21 
Childrenôs Collection                             0 envelopes       3 envelopes                       

         $0.00                $45.00 

May God Bless Your Stewardship 

UPCOMING CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Monday, March 5th 

 C.L.C. Council #207 will meet at 12:00 Noon, at 

 the Golden Corral restaurant. 
 

Friday, March 9th ( every Friday during Lent) 

 Stations of the Cross, St. Joseph Church 5:30pm 
 

Sunday, March 11th DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS 

        REMEMBER TO SPRING FORWARDï donôt be late 
 

Tuesday, March 13th 

 Grief Group 2pm Parish Office 

 Evening Reconciliation 7-8pm St. Raphael  
 

Wednesday, March 14th 

 Recovery Group 10-11am Parish Office 
 

Friday, March 16th ( every Friday during Lent) 

 Stations of the Cross, St. Joseph Church 5:30pm 
 

Saturday, March 17th 

 Lenten Retreat 9-noon Hoban Hall 
 

Sunday, March 18th  

 Connections Confirmation Session 9-10am 

 Taize Service 5pm First Baptist Church  

Please remember in your prayers our deceased       

Charles Winwood, Mary Lou Hohn 

May she rest in peace 

WHY DO WE SEND THEM OUT? 

Each Sunday after the homily at the 10:30 St. Raphael 
Mass, the priest or deacon dismisses the Catechumens 
(non-baptized) and Candidates (baptized) who are 
enrolled our RCIA program.  RCIA stands for ñthe Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adultsò and is the process through 
which adults enter the Catholic Church.  These people are 
participating in an ancient Rite of the Church which dates 
back to the first century.   

Back then, because of persecutions by the Roman 
Empire, it was dangerous to become a Christian.  It was 
also dangerous to the Christian community to bring in 
outsiders until the community was sure the newcomers 
would not betray them.   In order to protect both sides, 
those seeking to become Christians were invited to the 
Liturgy of the Word to hear the scriptures read and 
explained.  Then they were dismissed to further study the 
Scriptures while the initiated members of the community 
celebrated the Eucharist.  After 3 full years of prayerful 
thought and study, the Catechumens were finally 
baptized, confirmed, and allowed to stay for the Liturgy of 
the Eucharist and their first Communion.   

Today, we donôt keep the Eucharist a secret, but we do 
ask our Catechumens and Candidates to go forth, led by 
a Catechist, to continue a process of reflection on the 
Scriptures we have just read.  This time of reflection is an 
important part of their preparation for baptism or reception 
into the Church.  Please keep them in your prayers and 
welcome them into our faith community. 



 

Third Sunday of Lent 

wŜŀŘƛƴƎǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ²ŜŜƪ ƻŦ aŀǊŎƘ пΣ нлму 
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Todayôs Good News: March 4, 2018 

Third Sunday of Lent 

 

Our ways are not Godôs ways. Our perspective is not 
Godôs perspective. In the Gospel, Jesus drives the money 
changers and animal dealers out of the temple. It would 
appear that he was upset about all this commerce in this 
most holy place. But there was a legitimacy to the practice. 
The faithful who came to the temple needed to pay the 
temple tax and make sacrifices for coins without Caesarôs 
image. They often needed to obtain animals to sacrifice 
when it was impractical to bring their own. But this is 
human logic. Jesus hints at his perspective when he says, 
ñóDestroy this temple and in three days I will raise it 
upôò (John 2:19). The time of fulfillment is now. The temple 
building ï the paramount sign of Godôs presence - is 
replaced by Jesus himself. There is no need for animal 
sacrifice when Jesus will make the ultimate sacrifice. But 
this was lost on the authorities. Paul echoes this when he 
points out that worshiping one who suffers and dies makes 
no sense from a human perspective. But from Godôs 
perspective, this sacrifice, freely made, will save the world. 

 

What does your life look like from Godôs perspective? 

REFLECTIONS ON SCRIPTURE 

LOOKING FORWARD March 11, 2018 

Fourth Sunday of Lent        Year B 

Nothing can contain the love God bears for humanity.  We 
see this in todayôs readings, from the time of the 
restoration of Jerusalem to the ultimate sacrifice of Jesus 
on the cross.  In Second Chronicles, God repeatedly 
showed compassion to the Chosen People but Judah 
rejected all attempts at reconciliation.  Eventually 
Jerusalem fell to foreign powers.  But, seventy years after 
the destruction of the temple, Cyrus, another foreign ruler, 
directed its rebuilding.  In the eyes of the faithful, God had 
relented and forgiven them.  Godôs graciousness had won 
out over punishment.  In the Gospel, John writes that 
Godôs love for ñthe worldò is so strong that Godôs own Son 
was given to us so that all would have the opportunity for 
eternal life.  In his Angelus address of March 15, 2015, 
Pope Francis called this passage the summary of the 
whole Gospel, Godôs free and boundless love expressing 
the whole of faith and theology.  Paulôs Letter to the 
Ephesians glories in this generosity and in fact is written 
as if the ultimate gift has already been given, saying God 
ñraised us up with him, and seated us with him in the 
heavens in Christ Jesusò (Ephesians 2:6).  Love 
unbounded, indeed. 

 

How can you extend that love of God to others? 

 

 

 

Celtic Spirituality Retreat 

March 17
th

 

9:00 a.m. ï 12:00 p.m.  

Hoban Hall 

Lunch with live Irish music 

To follow. 

 

 

 

 

Join us as we explore Celtic spirituality together. 

Learn about the history & content of Celtic spirituality, and 
experience prayer, contemplation, and creativity as we 

explore the riches of this spiritual tradition.  

 

We will drink deeply from the holy well of Celtic mystery 
and wonder.  Our time will be led by Lauren Burdette, 

spiritual director.  Contact Lisa Lenard at 
llenard@catholicweb.com or 323-7523, ext. 17 to register  

or if you have any questions. 

mailto:llenard@catholicweb.com
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YOUTH   FORMATION  

26
th
 Lenten Lockin  

 

 

Thanks go to the 50 high school 
students who offered up a 
Saturday night together in loving 
service to Christ Jesus.  The time 
began with the 4:30 mass and Fr Bill telling us that no 
matter how good we may feel in our mountaintop 
experiences we are called to come down together with 
Christ Jesus.  We are called to come down and serve the 
world as Jesus did. After mass we fasted, we did not eat.  
The students went directly out to the Soup Kitchen, SVDP 
Store, Interfaith Hospitality Network, McKinley Hall Drug 
and Alcohol Treatment, Forest Glen, 2nd Harvest Food 
Pantry and to St. Raphael to clean the  church.  We came 
back to nourish ourselves with a sumptuous meal served 
by parish volunteers.  Focusing on the ñ7

th
 station: Jesus 

Falls a 2
nd
 Time we spent over and hour going deeper 

together in our relationship with ourselves, Jesus and 
others.  Many of the students gave witness to what they 
have and are experiencing in their lives in Christ Jesus.  
The students who spoke represented the witness of all of 
our high school students.   We give witness each day by 
our lives.  It is clear that the cross/difficulties are present 
in their lives as is the Lord Jesus and others.   The 
encouragement was to be open and share our 
experiences with Jesus and others.  We are not alone.  
Jesus and we are there for each other.   After that 
challenging time, we had an hour of fun led by Garnett 
Purnell, before we took up the heavy cross.  Experiencing 
what we had shared the senior of class of 2018 carried 
the cross for the Way of the Cross.  Because of the rain 
and stormy weather the students chose to carry the cross 
in church.  They followed Jesus on the way of the cross 
for themselves and for all who are suffering, lost and 
afraid; carrying the cross in their lives.  We concluded our 
time together sharing blizzards from Lee Annôs and hot 
cocoa.  Our time together in serving the Lord as He 
serves us forms us together.  We have the strength of 
knowing we are never alone, even when the cross 
becomes most heavy in our lives and we experience 
death.  What joy we had sharing that in loving service to 
others.   Thank you Lord Jesus for Lenten Lockin 2018 
and all who made it happen by saying yes to you.     

 

St Joseph St Raphael High 
school Students Present 
$2,095.50 to the Springfield 
Soup Kitchen 

At the 4:30 Mass on Febru-
ary 24 our high school stu-
dents on behalf of all of the 
generous people of St Jo-
seph St Raphael parish presented a check for  $2,095.50 
to Mr. Fred Stegner the founder and director of the Spring-
field Soup Kitchen. For the 10

th
 time on Souper Bowl our 

high school students participated in the Souper Bowl of 
Caring by making an appeal at all of the weekend masses 
and collecting money in soup pots at the end of mass.  In 
accepting the check Mr.  Fred Stegner said that the Soup 
Kitchen exists only because God loves us.  This money is 
Godôs love for us.  He then went on to share some of the 
very real and concrete ways the people of the soup kitch-
en volunteers guests will use this money to change lives.  

We are not powerless. We make choices every day to be 
the light of Christôs love or to become the darkness.  Deep 
thanks go to the St Joseph St Raphael loving family.    
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