ST. JOSEPH ~ ST. RAPHAEL CHURCH
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WEEK OF MARCH 5, 2018
MONDAY
12:10
Communion Service
TUESDAY
12:10
Donnis Bailey– birthday
WEDNESDAY
12:10
Suzanne Groeber
THURSDAY
12:10
Communion Service
FRIDAY
12:10
Carolyn S. Knight– birthday
SATURDAY - ST. RAPHAEL – MARCH 10, 2018
4:30
George Missig– birthday

SUNDAY - ST. JOSEPH – MARCH 11, 2018
8:00
Margaret Mooney– birthday
10:30
For All Parishioners
SATURDAY - ST. RAPHAEL – MARCH 10, 2018
COORDINATOR- VICKI FOURMAN
SERVERS
4:30
Avery & Cohen Guenther
LECTORS
4:30
Matt Roth, Carole Caylor
DISTRIBUTORS 4:30
Karen Lyons, Dave & Denice
Hoendorf, Kim, Steve & Deborah
DeWitt, Vicki Fourman
SUNDAY - ST. RAPHAEL CHURCH –MARCH 11, 2018
COORDINATOR– CHRIS CRISPINO
SERVERS
10:30
RJ Griffin, Courtney Hobbs
LECTORS
10:30
Joseph Duverglas, Joe Brooks
DISTRIBUTORS 10:30
Jim, Marlo, Gracie Vandegrift, Pam &
Willie Young, Amberr Foreman, Elly
Deerwester, Dulce & Jonathan Hurst,
Maria Newton
SUNDAY - ST. JOSEPH CHURCH – MARCH 11, 2018
COORDINATOR– PAT KEARNS
SERVERS
8:00
Andrea & Elliot Emory
LECTORS
8:00
Tony Bickers, Dan Tiemann
DISTRIBUTORS
8:00
Jonathan Eckels, Vicki Hermanowski,
Pat Kearns, Russ Pamer, George
Combs
COORDINATOR– MIKE ROBBINS
SERVERS
10:30
Nathan & Daniel Gillis
LECTORS
10:30
Tamara Abraham, volunteer needed
DISTRIBUTORS 10:30
Nikki Miller, Laurel Shouvlin, Tony
Barbarino, Barba Estep, Steve Gordin, Cheryl
Bush, Shane Hannan
FUNERAL GREETERS FOR MARCH
Rich Martin and Melanie Deere

Collections Needed each week
Total for February 25th
Year to Date Totals
Year to Date Shortage
Children’s Collection

St. Joseph
$6,730.00
$4,791.00
$193,697.26
$41,853.74
0 envelopes
$0.00

St. Raphael
$10,769.00
$6,171.50
$301,511.79
$75,403.21
3 envelopes
$45.00

May God Bless Your Stewardship
Please remember in your prayers our deceased
Charles Winwood, Mary Lou Hohn
May she rest in peace

Monday, March 5th
C.L.C. Council #207 will meet at 12:00 Noon, at
the Golden Corral restaurant.
Friday, March 9th ( every Friday during Lent)
Stations of the Cross, St. Joseph Church 5:30pm

SUNDAY - ST. RAPHAEL – MARCH 11, 2018
10:30
Michael Ulchney– anniversary

WEEKLY COLLECTION UPDATES

UPCOMING CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Sunday, March 11th DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS
REMEMBER TO SPRING FORWARD– don’t be late
Tuesday, March 13th
Grief Group 2pm Parish Office
Evening Reconciliation 7-8pm St. Raphael
Wednesday, March 14th
Recovery Group 10-11am Parish Office
Friday, March 16th ( every Friday during Lent)
Stations of the Cross, St. Joseph Church 5:30pm
Saturday, March 17th
Lenten Retreat 9-noon Hoban Hall
Sunday, March 18th
Connections Confirmation Session 9-10am
Taize Service 5pm First Baptist Church
WHY DO WE SEND THEM OUT?
Each Sunday after the homily at the 10:30 St. Raphael
Mass, the priest or deacon dismisses the Catechumens
(non-baptized) and Candidates (baptized) who are
enrolled our RCIA program. RCIA stands for “the Rite of
Christian Initiation of Adults” and is the process through
which adults enter the Catholic Church. These people are
participating in an ancient Rite of the Church which dates
back to the first century.
Back then, because of persecutions by the Roman
Empire, it was dangerous to become a Christian. It was
also dangerous to the Christian community to bring in
outsiders until the community was sure the newcomers
would not betray them. In order to protect both sides,
those seeking to become Christians were invited to the
Liturgy of the Word to hear the scriptures read and
explained. Then they were dismissed to further study the
Scriptures while the initiated members of the community
celebrated the Eucharist. After 3 full years of prayerful
thought and study, the Catechumens were finally
baptized, confirmed, and allowed to stay for the Liturgy of
the Eucharist and their first Communion.
Today, we don’t keep the Eucharist a secret, but we do
ask our Catechumens and Candidates to go forth, led by
a Catechist, to continue a process of reflection on the
Scriptures we have just read. This time of reflection is an
important part of their preparation for baptism or reception
into the Church. Please keep them in your prayers and
welcome them into our faith community.

Third Sunday of Lent

REFLECTIONS ON SCRIPTURE
Today’s Good News: March 4, 2018
Third Sunday of Lent
Our ways are not God’s ways. Our perspective is not
God’s perspective. In the Gospel, Jesus drives the money
changers and animal dealers out of the temple. It would
appear that he was upset about all this commerce in this
most holy place. But there was a legitimacy to the practice.
The faithful who came to the temple needed to pay the
temple tax and make sacrifices for coins without Caesar’s
image. They often needed to obtain animals to sacrifice
when it was impractical to bring their own. But this is
human logic. Jesus hints at his perspective when he says,
“‘Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it
up’” (John 2:19). The time of fulfillment is now. The temple
building – the paramount sign of God’s presence - is
replaced by Jesus himself. There is no need for animal
sacrifice when Jesus will make the ultimate sacrifice. But
this was lost on the authorities. Paul echoes this when he
points out that worshiping one who suffers and dies makes
no sense from a human perspective. But from God’s
perspective, this sacrifice, freely made, will save the world.

Readings for the Week of March 4, 2018
Sunday
Third Sunday of Lent
Ex 20:1-17 or 20:1-3, 7-8, 12-17; Ps 19:8, 9, 10,
11; 1 Cor 1:22-25; Jn 2:13-25
Monday

2 Kgs 5:1-15ab; Ps 42:2, 3; 43:3, 4; Lk 4:24-30

Tuesday

Dn 3:25, 34-43; Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8- 9;
Mt 18:21-35

Wednesday Saints Perpetua and Felicity, Martyrs
Dt 4:1, 5-9; Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20;
Mt 5:17-19
Thursday

Saint John of God, Religious
Jer 7:23-28; Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9; Lk 11:14-23

Friday

Saint Frances of Rome, Religious
Hos 14:2-10; Ps 81:6c-8a, 8bc-9, 10-11ab,
14 and 17; Mk 12:28-34

Saturday

Hos 6:1-6; Ps 51:3-4, 18-19, 20-21ab; Lk 18:9-14

Sunday

Fourth Sunday of Lent
2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23; Ps 137:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6;
Eph 2:4-10; Jn 3:14-21

What does your life look like from God’s perspective?

LOOKING FORWARD March 11, 2018
Fourth Sunday of Lent

Year B

Nothing can contain the love God bears for humanity. We
see this in today’s readings, from the time of the
restoration of Jerusalem to the ultimate sacrifice of Jesus
on the cross. In Second Chronicles, God repeatedly
showed compassion to the Chosen People but Judah
rejected all attempts at reconciliation.
Eventually
Jerusalem fell to foreign powers. But, seventy years after
the destruction of the temple, Cyrus, another foreign ruler,
directed its rebuilding. In the eyes of the faithful, God had
relented and forgiven them. God’s graciousness had won
out over punishment. In the Gospel, John writes that
God’s love for “the world” is so strong that God’s own Son
was given to us so that all would have the opportunity for
eternal life. In his Angelus address of March 15, 2015,
Pope Francis called this passage the summary of the
whole Gospel, God’s free and boundless love expressing
the whole of faith and theology. Paul’s Letter to the
Ephesians glories in this generosity and in fact is written
as if the ultimate gift has already been given, saying God
“raised us up with him, and seated us with him in the
heavens in Christ Jesus” (Ephesians 2:6).
Love
unbounded, indeed.
How can you extend that love of God to others?

Celtic Spirituality Retreat
March 17th
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Hoban Hall
Lunch with live Irish music
To follow.

Join us as we explore Celtic spirituality together.
Learn about the history & content of Celtic spirituality, and
experience prayer, contemplation, and creativity as we
explore the riches of this spiritual tradition.
We will drink deeply from the holy well of Celtic mystery
and wonder. Our time will be led by Lauren Burdette,
spiritual director. Contact Lisa Lenard at
llenard@catholicweb.com or 323-7523, ext. 17 to register
or if you have any questions.
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YOUTH FORMATION
26th Lenten Lockin

St Joseph St Raphael High
school Students Present
$2,095.50 to the Springfield
Soup Kitchen

Thanks go to the 50 high school
students who offered up a
Saturday night together in loving
service to Christ Jesus. The time
began with the 4:30 mass and Fr Bill telling us that no
matter how good we may feel in our mountaintop
experiences we are called to come down together with
Christ Jesus. We are called to come down and serve the
world as Jesus did. After mass we fasted, we did not eat.
The students went directly out to the Soup Kitchen, SVDP
Store, Interfaith Hospitality Network, McKinley Hall Drug
and Alcohol Treatment, Forest Glen, 2nd Harvest Food
Pantry and to St. Raphael to clean the church. We came
back to nourish ourselves with a sumptuous meal served
by parish volunteers. Focusing on the “7th station: Jesus
Falls a 2nd Time we spent over and hour going deeper
together in our relationship with ourselves, Jesus and
others. Many of the students gave witness to what they
have and are experiencing in their lives in Christ Jesus.
The students who spoke represented the witness of all of
our high school students. We give witness each day by
our lives. It is clear that the cross/difficulties are present
in their lives as is the Lord Jesus and others.
The
encouragement was to be open and share our
experiences with Jesus and others. We are not alone.
Jesus and we are there for each other.
After that
challenging time, we had an hour of fun led by Garnett
Purnell, before we took up the heavy cross. Experiencing
what we had shared the senior of class of 2018 carried
the cross for the Way of the Cross. Because of the rain
and stormy weather the students chose to carry the cross
in church. They followed Jesus on the way of the cross
for themselves and for all who are suffering, lost and
afraid; carrying the cross in their lives. We concluded our
time together sharing blizzards from Lee Ann’s and hot
cocoa. Our time together in serving the Lord as He
serves us forms us together. We have the strength of
knowing we are never alone, even when the cross
becomes most heavy in our lives and we experience
death. What joy we had sharing that in loving service to
others. Thank you Lord Jesus for Lenten Lockin 2018
and all who made it happen by saying yes to you.

At the 4:30 Mass on February 24 our high school students on behalf of all of the
generous people of St Joseph St Raphael parish presented a check for $2,095.50
to Mr. Fred Stegner the founder and director of the Springfield Soup Kitchen. For the 10th time on Souper Bowl our
high school students participated in the Souper Bowl of
Caring by making an appeal at all of the weekend masses
and collecting money in soup pots at the end of mass. In
accepting the check Mr. Fred Stegner said that the Soup
Kitchen exists only because God loves us. This money is
God’s love for us. He then went on to share some of the
very real and concrete ways the people of the soup kitchen volunteers guests will use this money to change lives.

We are not powerless. We make choices every day to be
the light of Christ’s love or to become the darkness. Deep
thanks go to the St Joseph St Raphael loving family.

Stations of the Cross

Third Sunday of Lent

YOUTH FORMATION
HIGH SCHOOL Core Team MEETING
Today March 4 11:35-12:35pm Hoban Hall
All school students are invited to the lower level of St
Raphael Church at 11:35am today Sunday, March 4th for
service to others, pizza and fun. We will be reviewing the
Lenten lock-in and planning future lock-ins and upcoming
activities. All high school students and their friends are
invited to join us If you cannot make the meeting we can
keep you updated by Facebook, email,
contact Mary Pruett, Colin Hanna, Cecilia
Lemelle, Brittany Tucker, Elly Deerwester,
Sy Roth, Lauren Stannard or Deacon
Norm
at
323-7523
or
nhorstman@catholicweb.com.

ARE YOU PLANNING YOUR SUMMER VACATION?
Don’t miss out on Scripture Safari!
JULY 9-13
Our Vacation Bible School, Scripture
Safari, is planned for July 9th through the 13th.
Classes begin for 4 year olds through those entering the
6th grade. But don’t feel like you have outgrown Safari!
Helpers are needed in all areas. Teens can begin helping
when they are entering the 7th grade through high school.
This is a great service hour opportunity. And we are
happy to have adults helpers from any age group! If you
have any questions contact Patty Larger at the parish
office at 323-7523 or email plarger@catholicweb.com

CONFIRMATION DATES AHEAD!
Confirmation is the sacrament through which we are
strengthened to achieve our baptismal mission of prophet,
priest, and king. This year St. Joseph/St. Raphael will see
56 of our youth confirmed at the Kuss on April 17th.
Important dates ahead for our Confirmation Class:
March 18 – Last Connections session before
Confirmation. Mission statements and Service Reflections
are due. Hoban Hall at 9:00-10:10 a.m.
April 7 - Spirit Day Retreat-10:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m. in the
St. Raphael Parish Center.
April 15 – MANDATORY practice for Confirmation
Candidates. All Sponsors who live in the area are
asked to attend. Hoban Hall at 9:00-10:10 a.m.
April 17 – Confirmation. Candidates and sponsors
should arrive at 6:00 p.m. Ceremony begins at 7:00 p.m.
at Kuss Auditorium.
April
22 – LAST
CONNECTIONS
SESSION!
Confirmation certificates will be presented. Parents are
asked to attend with the newly confirmed. Hoban Hall at
9:00-10:10 a.m.

2018 Catholic Central Discount Card Offer
Take advantage of these money savings offers
throughout the entire 2018 calendar year!!

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S COLLEGE CLUB is currently
accepting scholarship applications. High school seniors
who are Catholic and plan to attend a Catholic college or
university in the fall may apply; new applications are
available in the CCHS office or the parish office. Students
who are current recipients of the scholarship or are
currently students in a Catholic college or university may
apply for renewal scholarship; these applications are
available from the CWCC Education Chair. All applications
are due by 5pm on Thursday, March
22nd. For more information or
questions, please contact CWCC
Education Chair Debbie LeMelle at
(937) 629-0508.

Visit CC High School’s Main office at 1200 E.
High St. to get your card for ONLY $10!!
You can also GIFT this card to family and friends!
Discount Cards will make great Easter Basket
additions that will truly be the gift that gives all
year! See the website ccirish.org or flyer in the back
of church for all of the offers.
MULCH

from Catholic Central Boosters

Black Sable Premium Mulch (3 cu. Ft. bag)
Proceeds support CC Athletics K-12.
Any questions contact CCHS @328-7425 or
email: mulch@ccirish.org. There are order
forms in the back of church.
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ADULT FORMATION
Taizé Service
Sunday, March 18th
5:00 p.m.
First Baptist Church
638 S. Fountain Ave.
Join us for this evening of peaceful music, contemplative
prayer and silent reflection. Followed by a simple meal
provided by First Baptist Church.
True to the ecumenical origins of the Taize tradition in
France, this contemplative service is a collaboration
between First Baptist Church, Christ Episcopal Church, and
St. Joseph/St Raphael Catholic Church as well as
members of other faith communities in Springfield. An
interdenominational foundation was an intentional part of
the original Taize experience which, amid the conflict of
World War II, sought to bring people together in a spirit of
generosity and reconciliation.

Dear Women of the Catholic parishes of Springfield,

The organizers plan to offer the service quarterly. The June
service will be held at St. Raphael.

Aileen Dundon - St Bernard

One more invitation: if you enjoy singing and would
like to practice the service music in advance, Kent Brooks,
Contemporary Music Director at High St. United Methodist
Church, invites you to a rehearsal at 4:00, March 18 (just
before the service) at First Baptist.

St. Joseph ~ St. Raphael Recovery
Gathering
"While I breathe, I hope.” St Andrew
WEDNESDAY, JAN. 10TH & 24TH
from 10-11 am
The monthly Recovery Gathering will be in the St. Joseph/
St. Raphael Parish offices at 225 E High St. on the 2nd
and 4th Wednesday each month. Our January gatherings
will be WEDNESDAY, January 10th and 24th.
The mission of the Recovery Gatherings are to encourage,
support and walk with those seeking to recover from
addiction and mental illness and those who love them.
There are many programs and people who can help with
recovery but it is often hard to take the 1st step to identify
and accept the problem. It is also hard to accept that
recovery may be a difficult and ongoing process that does
not end. That is why we need to support and encourage
each other. The meeting is open to all.
For more information contact Norm Horstman
323-7523, ext. 18, or email at
nhorstman@catholicweb.com

In Mary’s Name Sodality invites you to join us at
the Jesuit Spiritual Center at Milford for a
weekend of spiritual renewal. Beginning with
dinner on Friday March 9th and concluding after
lunch on Sunday March 11th you will have an
opportunity for personal reflection and prayer.
This will be a time of rest and silence as you refresh
yourself and experience God’s presence all around us and
find the connection to God that is unique to you. For more
information or to register call Mary Ellen at 513-248-3500
ext. 10 or go to www.jesuitspiritualcenter.com.
Each parish has a contact person who will have information
pamphlets and registration cards:
Alicia DeWitt - St Raphael

Jean Spencer - St Joseph
Nikki Beach - St Teresa

We will have a bus to take us and pick up, We will accept
donations for the bus ride.
DEACON INFORMATIONAL MEETINGS
Have you considered becoming a Permanent
Deacon in the Catholic Church, but don’t know
where to begin to explore the possibility?
The Office of the Diaconate of the Archdiocese of
Cincinnati will hold Informational Meetings concerning the
Permanent Diaconate on the following dates:
Dayton Region: Monday, March 19th 7pm
St. Helen Parish
605 Granville Place
Riverside, OH 45431

If you would like to talk to some real live Permanent
Deacons about this vital ministry in the Church we have 2
right here for you to sit down with. Contact Deacon Norm or
Deacon John!
*There is also a meeting on March 20th in Fort Loramie and
March 22nd in Cincinnati if that works better for you.

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
Are you grieving the loss of someone close to you? It
helps to talk to someone who understands. Our grief
support group meets the Second Tuesday of each month
at 2:00 in the Parish Office. Our next meeting is Tuesday,
FEBRURARY 13TH. For more information or questions,
contact
Lisa
Lenard
at
323-7523
or
llenard@catholicweb.com. Grief support groups are not a
substitute for grief counseling. Rather they are a time for
those who are going through the stages of grief to share
with each other.
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STEWARDSHIP
INTERFAITH HOSPITALITY NETWORK
“STOCK THE SHELTER SHELVES”
Serving large numbers of individuals we are in need of food and
hygiene items. So we are designating March as “Stock the Shelter Shelves Month” and ask for your help with this project.
Listed below are the items most needed at this time:
For the Hygiene Pantry: Face Soap, Toothpaste, Body Wash,
Deodorant (women’s & men’s), Toothbrushes (children &
adult), Diapers (size 3,4,5,& 6), Baby Wipes, Lotion, Laundry
Detergent, Toilet Paper, Paper Towels.
For the Food Pantry: Pasta, Rice, Soup, Canned Vegetables,
Canned Spaghetti Sauce, Canned Fruit
Please bring any of these items throughout the month to the
box or barrel in the back of church.

“God has given each of you some special abilities; be sure to use
them to help each other, passing on to others God’s many kinds of
blessings. Are you called to preach? Then preach as though God
himself were speaking through you. Are you called to help others?
Do it with all the strength and energy that God supplies so that
God will be glorified through Jesus Christ—to him be glory and
power forever and ever. Amen.” 1 Peter 4:10-11 (TLB)
As the passage of Scripture suggests, each one of us has a gift of
some kind for the benefit of the community. At Mercy Health our
mission is to extend the healing ministry of Jesus by improving the
health of our communities with emphasis on people who are poor
and under-served.
Currently there are a variety of fulfilling volunteer opportunities
available throughout the Mercy Health ministry at Springfield
Regional Medical Center, and Mercy Hospital Urbana. These vary
by location but include many areas from patient support to groundkeeping, clerical to floral arrangement. There’s something to suit
most talents.
At Mercy Health, we value and respect our dedicated volunteers.
Their service makes a difference for our patients and staff every
day. Prospective Volunteers, Adult, College student, and High
School (16+) complete an application process, which includes an
interview.
Ready to share your gifts? For more information, please
contact Volunteer Coordinator Colin True at 937-523-5193. Or
Volunteer Services Director Jessica Pettit at 937-523-5192 .

