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WEEK OF AUGUST 27, 2018
MONDAY
12:10
Communion Service
TUESDAY
12:10
Communion Service
WEDNESDAY
12:10
Communion Service
THURSDAY
12:10
Communion Service
FRIDAY
12:10
Communion Service

UPCOMING CALENDAR OF EVENTS

SATURDAY - ST. RAPHAEL – SEPTEMBER 1, 2018
4:30
Jim Hankel
SUNDAY - ST. RAPHAEL – SEPTEMBER 2, 2018
10:30
For All Parishioners
SUNDAY - ST. JOSEPH – SEPTEMBER 2, 2018
8:00
Joe Marous—wedding anniversary
10:30
Dorothy Trempe
SATURDAY- ST. RAPHAEL CHURCH –SEPTEMBER 1, 2018
COORDINATOR– JIM & CAROLE RYAN
SERVERS
4:30
Bill DeWitt, Emily Tropp
LECTORS
4:30
Theo Monnin, Jill Reid
DISTRIBUTORS
4:30
Kim, Steve, Debbie DeWitt, Vicki
Fourman, Diane Jenkins, Sissy
McFarland, Rodgers O’Neill
SUNDAY- ST. RAPHAEL CHURCH –SEPTEMBER 2, 2018
COORDINATOR– TONY NEWTON
SERVERS
10:30
Thomas Hingston, Courtney Hobbs
LECTORS
10:30
Joy Hingston, Sami Hingston
DISTRIBUTORS 10:30
John Blumenshine, Elly Deerwester,
Rosemary Hearlihy, Tom Jeffries,
Hannah Knisley, Tony Newton
SUNDAY- ST. JOSEPH CHURCH – SEPTEMBER 2, 2018
COORDINATOR– PAT KEARNS
SERVERS
8:00
Adam Lykins, Roni Roth
LECTORS
8:00
Dick Hatfield, Dan Tiemann
DISTRIBUTORS
8:00
Sy Roth, Adelaide, Hannah, Shawn &
MacKenzie Taylor
COORDINATOR– BARB ESTEP
SERVERS
10:30
Daniel & Nathan Gillis
LECTORS
10:30
Joan Young, Ivy Mammolite
DISTRIBUTORS 10:30
George Combs, Judy Hopper, Lee
Ann Inskeep, Karlee Jeffers, Teresa
Kaveney, Sue King, Laura LopezDeLaet, Nikki Miller

Collections Needed each week
Total for August 12th
Total for August 19th

St. Joseph
$6,400.00
$4,575.00
$5,155.00*

Tuesday, August 28th CORRECTED DATE
Deepening Prayer Group 7pm– St. Raphael
Monday, September 3rd
Labor Day– office closed
Sunday, September 9th
CCD, RCIA, Sunday Adult Faith Formation
begins 9:00am– 10:10am
St. Raphael Parish Center
Core Team 11:40
Monday, September 10th
Monday Evening Bible Study– 7pm
St. Joseph Parish Center
Tuesday, September 11th
Grief Support Group Resumes 2:00pm
Evening Confessions– 7-8pm St. Raphael

TONIGHT
TAIZE PRAYER
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

638 S. FOUNTAIN AVE
AUGUST 26th 5PM-6PM

FUNERAL GREETERS FOR SEPTEMBER
Judy Wolfenbarger, volunteer needed
WEEKLY COLLECTION UPDATES

TODAY- Sunday, August 26th
Catechist Meeting 9-10:10 St. Raphael Parish
Center Cafeteria
Taize Prayer Service– 1st Baptist– 5pm

St. Raphael
$9,600.00
$5,945.00
$6,501.00 *

Year to Date Totals

$14,022.33

$57,151.27

Year to Date Shortage

$ 14,022.33

$17,942.73

2nd collection– maintenance
* includes Assumption

$1,544.00

$1,395.00

May God Bless Your Stewardship

Enjoy a restorative break.
Join in an ecumenical service of peaceful music,
contemplative prayer, and silent reflection .
We hosted this prayer service in June, had a good turn
out in July, now we hope that you will gather again for
prayer and fellowship. A light meal to follow.

THE TWENTY FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

REFLECTIONS ON SCRIPTURE
Today’s Good News: September 2, 2018
Twentieth-Second Sunday In Ordinary Time
Actions speak louder than words. From Moses to Saint
James to Jesus in Saint Mark’s Gospel, it’s unanimous: it’s
not what you say that God values, but what you do. God in
fact provided the model for us, as James points out. First,
however, we hear the words of Moses, telling the people
that observing God’s commandments will show others how
great God is. They will be impressed by seeing what you
do. In the second reading James reminds us that God’s
word is a word of action. God created the world and
everything in it by pronouncing the word. In the Gospel it is
Jesus, the Word made flesh, who points out the difference
between those who honor God’s commandments and those
who don’t.
The scribes and Pharisees, raising their
eyebrows when the disciples fail to purify their hands, are
called out as hypocrites. It is what is in the heart, what
comes from within, that matters. It goes back to what
James wrote, which basically sums up his entire letter: “Be
doers of the word and not hearers only, deluding
yourselves” (James 1:22).

Lord may your Church become ever more truly what it is
called to be, a band of chosen servants untied above all
else in seeking you with their whole heart, in serving you
and the Gospel with all their energy and zeal and in living
lives of prayer and gratitude for all your many gifts and
blessings. Amen.

Are you failing to act on what you believe? How are
you deluding yourself?
Readings for the Week of August 26, 2018
Sunday

Twenty First Sunday in Ordinary Time
Jos 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b; Ps 34; Eph 5:21-32
Jn 6:60-69

Monday

Saint Monica
2 Thes 1:1-5, 11-12; Ps 96; Mt 23:13-22

Tuesday

Saint Augustine, Bishop and Doctor
of the Church
2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17; Ps 96; Mt 23:23-26

Wednesday The Passion of Saint John the Baptist
2 Thes 3:6-10, 16-18; Ps 128; Mk 6:17-29
Thursday

1 Cor 1:1-9; Ps 145; Mt 24:42-51

Friday

1 Cor 1:17-25; Ps 33; Mt 25:1-13

Saturday

1 Cor 1:26-31; Ps 33; Mt 25:14-30

Sunday

Twenty Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Dt 4:1-2, 6-8; Ps 15; Jas 1:17-18,21b-22, 27;
Mk 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

DEEPENING (CONTEMPLATIVE) PRAYER
FOURTH TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH
AUGUST 28TH
7:00 P.M. - ST. RAPHAEL NARTHEX
The Deepening group is an experience of contemplative
prayer resting in repetitive sacred music. Sr. Joan Chittister
says of Benedictine prayer that the power lies in the
regularity "like the dripping of a faucet
on the ground of our hearts". For
more information call Patty Larger at
323-75232, ext. 12, or email at
plarger@catholicweb.com
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The Joy of Many Young Families!
By Deacon Norm Horstman
St Joseph St Raphael is blessed to have many, many
kind and loving young families. Some have just moved
into the area others have roots that go back many
generations. As Jesus calls us to come to Him he calls
us to come together and form as His Family. There is a
positive momentum that comes from gathering in joy.
Jesus uses you to call and invite others to come to him.
Invite others to join you at mass, Catholic Central, CCD,
Youth Ministry activities and parish wide activities. Let
them know how much your family needs other families to
make connections with and build life long relationships.
Our Catholic faith and community is a treasure we give
our children and grandchildren. Introduce yourself. Get
to know others and the schools they go to. Look for them
at Mass. Connect on social media. If you have any
questions, ideas, or suggestions on how we can better
come to Jesus please call Deacon Norm at 323-7523 or
nhorstman@catholicweb.com.
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KIDS AREN'T THE ONLY ONES GOING KIDS
AREN'T THE ONLY ONES GOING BACK TO
SCHOOL!
No matter what your age, it's important to
continue your faith formation. St. Joseph/St.
Raphael Parish has 3 adult faith groups that
meet regularly throughout the school year. Don't
worry, we don't have tests! Just coffee,
conversation, and growing together in our faith.

Sunday Morning Adult Faith
Living the Sacraments: Finding God at the
Intersection of Heaven and Earth our fall series,
which runs Sept. 9 - Dec. 16. Too many Catholics view
the sacraments as isolated rites of passage disconnected
from daily living, but the sacraments allow us to
experience God’s presence in Church rites and through
ordinary, tangible experiences. Sunday Morning Adult
Faith meets in the St. Raphael Parish Center (main floor,
second door on the right) at 9:00-10:10 a.m.

RCIA CLASSES BEGIN SOON!
ARE YOU THINKING ABOUT BECOMING CATHOLIC?
DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO IS THINKING ABOUT
BECOMING CATHOLIC?
RCIA is the process through which adults come into
the Catholic Church. RCIA classes begin Sept. 9th. The
first classes are a time of questioning and learning about
the Catholic faith and discerning where the Lord is calling
you. You must register in order to attend class. If this is
the right time for you to take the next step on your faith
journey, or if you just want to talk to someone about the
Catholic faith, please contact Lisa Lenard at 323-7523 or
llenard@catholicweb.com.

Monday Night Bible Study
We resume on September 10th with two very exciting
studies from Loyola Press. Proverbs: Wisdom for Living
runs Sept. 10-Oct. 15, and Living for a Just Society
runs Oct. 22-Nov. 26. These studies are designed for
busy people so if you have never tried a Bible study
before, this is a good time to start! Monday Night Bible
Study meets in the St. Joseph Parish Center at 7:00-8:30
p.m.
Thursday Morning Bible Study
Tucked in the back of the New Testament are letters full
of wisdom. General in nature, these letters welcomed
and addressed all Christians. Through them, the writers
were able to encourage whole communities and provide
instruction on Christian living. Universal Letters: James, 1
and 2 Peter, 1, 2, & 3 John, and Jude runs Oct. 4 –
Dec. 13. Thursday Morning Bible Study meets in the
St. Joseph Parish Center at 10:00 a.m. – noon.
For more information or to register for any of our groups,
contact Lisa Lenard at 323-7523, ext. 17 or
llenard@catholicweb.com.
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The St Vincent de Paul Food Pantry has been blessed
again to partner with the Springfield Meijer store for
their Fall Simply Give campaign. From Sunday, August
19 through Saturday, September 15, Meijer will match
each $10 donation made by a Meijer customer. At the
end of the campaign, Meijer will load all donations and
all Meijer matching funds onto Meijer gift cards and
present the cards to our pantry for use in buying food
items to stock our pantry shelves. Please consider
making a donation at the Springfield Meijer store during this campaign to support our pantry. Donation
cards can be found in the rear of all parishes or at the
check out lines at the Springfield Meijer store.
Thank you
Jerry Lawrence
St Vincent de Paul food pantry

come and get to KNOW YOUR
PARISH community

SEPTEMBER 30TH
ST. JOSEPH PARISH CENTER
FUN BEGINS AT 3:00 P.M.
ACTIVITIES RAIN OR SHINE
Kid and Adult Games – a piñata,
ladderball, cornhole, and much, much
more!
Arrive at 3:15 Bingo begins at 3:30.
We will eat at 5:00 p.m. (Hamburgers &
hot dogs provided)
Bring your own place settings to help reduce
waste Bring a casserole or side-dish to
share!
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CCD BEGINS IN 2 WEEKS
Come to Jesus
Dear Parents,
Our 1st CCD gathering will be Sunday September 9 at
9am in the St Raphael Parish center. Last year I wrote that
the catechists are excited to see the students. That is true.
But there is so much more. The students are excited to
see the other students and parents. The parents &
grandparents are excited to see the others who gather.
Jesus is excited to see us all and we to see Him. It is
clear by our faces and actions how much we love to be
together in Jesus.
This year our theme will be “Come To Jesus” that comes
from a song we sing at mass. There are many ways to
come to Jesus. At CCD we come to Jesus by focusing the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. There are many books for
Religious Education by we have chosen one that is
centered Liturgical Catechesis- the Gospel of the week.
We also ask our Catechists to send the weekly flyer home
with each child so that families can continue through the
week. "We have heard from parents that after coming to
ccd their children respond at mass joining in the prayers
and songs. This is because they love their catechists and
feel comfortable and confident in sponding based on what
they have learned in the class."
There is such joy and peace as we gather together on
Sunday. Please invite others to share in that joy. Life is
just more fun for you and your children when we share it
with others. In the peace and joy we find meaning in our
difficulties and joys. Please let me know if you have any
questions, difficulties or want me to invite someone.
Grateful, Deacon Norm Horstman 323-7523
nhorstman@catholicweb.com facebook Norm Horstman
parish website: jospehraphael.org
Come to Jesus,
hope that frees us,
life that breathes in us.
Come to Jesus,
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HIGH SCHOOL Core Team MEETING Sunday
September 9 11:35-12:35pm Hoban Hall
All school students are invited to the lower level of St .
Raphael Church at 11:35am Sunday, Sept. 9th for
planning, pizza and fun. We invite all high school students
in the classes from 2019 to 2022 to this meeting and all
future activities.
We will be planning upcoming activities including dinner at
Los Mariachis. If you cannot make the meeting we can
keep you updated by Facebook, email, contact Evie
Chatfield, Elizabeth Beck, Katie Lloyd, Elly Deerwester, Sy
Roth, Lauren Stannard or Deacon Norm at 323-7523 or
nhorstman@catholicweb.com.

Young Families Activities: Trunk or Treat
Planning meeting Sept 16
All of those interested in helping
young families (no matter your age)
are invited to a planning meeting on
September 16 after the 10:30 in the
lower level of St Raphael church. At that time we will
continue to form our family of faith together as we plan
our annual Trunk or Treat which will be October 28 from 3
-4pm.
For more information or if you would like to help but
cannot make the meeting contact Chelsie Davis
chdavis1997@yahoo.com
or
Jennifer
Lewis
jenniferjamielewis@gmail.com or on Facebook.

CALLED TO THE TABLE - SECOND GRADERS
It is time to register your Second Grader (or older child if
she/he has not received 1st Eucharist) for Journey to the
Table, our 1st Reconciliation/1st Eucharist prep classes.
The 1st Journey session will be held on September 30 at
9:00-10:10 a.m. in Hoban Hall. A parent/guardian is
expected to attend with the child.
These sessions are for both CCD and Catholic Central
students as sacramental prep is done in the parishes.
Registration forms are available in the back of both
churches and online at: http://josephraphael.org/youthfaith-formation/childrens-sacramental-prep/journey-to-thetable .

and believe that he is love.
Oh, come.
Registration forms are in the back of church and on our
website. Please have registrations in by Sept 3rd if
possible. Registration forms can be emailed to
plarger@catholicweb.com or returned by mail or dropped
in the collection basket or to the Parish Office.

After you register, you will receive
a schedule of the Journey
sessions by mail/e-mail.
Please contact Lisa Lenard at
323-7523, ext. 17 or if you have
any questions.

THE TWENTY FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

St. Joseph/St. Raphael

Religious Education Registration 2018-2019

Family Last Name: _____________________ Best Phone: ________________
Father's Name: ________________________

Cell Numbers:

M______________

Mother's Name: ________________________
Guardian, if different from above: ____________________________
Emergency Contact Name:____________________________

D___________________
Contacts Phone:

Complete Home
Adress:___________________________________________________________________Zip________________

*Email: ________________________________________
We are doing a lot of communication by email.
Please make every effort to check your email weekly.

Child___________________Birthdate_________ Grade _______
Circle if Sacrament needed: Baptism Eucharist Penance Confirmation
Special Needs: medical, learning disabilities, physical disabilities:

Child___________________Birthdate_________ Grade _______
Circle if Sacrament needed: Baptism Eucharist Penance Confirmation
Special Needs: medical, learning disabilities, physical disabilities:

Child___________________Birthdate_________ Grade _______
Circle if Sacrament needed: Baptism Eucharist Penance Confirmation
Special Needs: medical, learning disabilities, physical disabilities:

Child___________________Birthdate_________ Grade _______
Circle if Sacrament needed: Baptism Eucharist Penance Confirmation
Special Needs: medical, learning disabilities, physical disabilities:

Tuition fees: one child- $40.00 2 children $60.00 3 or more children $75.00
Tuition due: $_____________ Tuition Pd: $_____________ Signature: ________________________________

If you are experiencing a hardship and cannot pay these fees please let Fr. Bill, Deacon Norm or Lisa Lenard know. No
one should stay away from Religious Education due to fees.
Note: If any of your children were baptized outside of this parish, and you have not already supplied us with a copy of each child's baptismal record, you will need to supply a copy for our files.

ST. JOSEPH ~ ST. RAPHAEL CHURCH
SPRINGFIELD, OHIO
ARCHDIOCESE OF CINCINNATI

AUGUST 26, 2018
PERMISSION, RELEASE AND MEDICAL POWER OF ATTORNEY

1. I, the lawful parent of guardian of_________________________ (the “child”), give permission for my child to participate in
the activity described on the reverse and release from all liability and indemnify the Archbishop of Cincinnati (“the Archbishop”), both individually and as trustee for the Archdiocese of Cincinnati and all parishes within the Archdiocese, and their officers, agents, representatives, volunteers, and employees from any and all liability, claims, judgments, cost or expenses, including attorney fees, arising out of any injury or illness incurred by my child while participating in or traveling to or from the
activity.
2. I agree to instruct my child to cooperate with the Archbishop or his agents in charge of the activity.
3. a. I appoint the Archbishop or his agents who are acting as leaders of the activity as my attorney in fact to act for me in my
name and my behalf, in any way that I would act if I were personally present, with respect to the following matters if any injury, illness or medical emergency occurs during the activity or related travel: (i) To give any and all consents and authorizations to any physicians, dentist, hospital or other persons or institutions pertaining to any emergency medication, medical or
dentist treatments, diagnostic or surgical procedures or any other emergency actions as our attorney shall deem necessary
or appropriate for the best interest of the child.
(ii) I understand that the agents of the Archbishop will make a reasonable attempt to contact me as soon as possible in the
event of a medical emergency involving my child.
b. The power of attorney shall lapse automatically upon completion of the activity and related travel.
4. I agree that the Archbishop or his agents may use my child’s portrait or photograph for promotional purposes and office
functions. I have carefully read this statement, and my signature acknowledges that I fully understand the content and meaning.

_______________________________________ _______________ ________________
Signature of parent date phone
Address ____________________________________City________________Zip_______________
Work Phone ________________________ Cell ___________________
Emergency Contact Name___________________________ Phone _______________________
Medical Information
Completed by Parent or Guardian- Please Print
Child’s Name___________________________________________Birth Date_________________
Allergies_________________________________________________________________________
Medications______________________________________________________________________
Chronic Conditions (e.g. epilepsy, diabetes) __________________________________________
Medical Insurance Co. ____________________________________________________________
Member’s Name__________________________________________________________________
Home phone_________________Cell________________Work phone______________________
Family Doctor______________________________________Phone________________________

CHILD PARTICIPATION CONSENT
I give my consent for my son/daughter to participate in any church authorized activities
including Youth Ministry, Young Adult Choir, CCD and Sacramental Preparation for the
2018-2019 School year.
Student Name__________________________
Parent Name_________________________
Parent Signature____________________________________________Date______________
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Dear Friends in Christ,
On Tuesday of this week, a Pennsylvania Grand Jury released a report detailing the names of 301
priests who sexually abused over 1,000 minors over a 70-year period in that state. This report, coupled with
the recent revelations regarding the former Cardinal Theodore McCarrick, shocks, saddens, and angers
Catholics everywhere, including myself. The depth of depravity and evil described in these reports is
stunning. No words can diminish the level of revulsion one feels at reading them.
From the depths of my heart, I am sorry for the terrible pain and suffering experienced by the victims of abuse
throughout their lives. I am sorry for the deep shame that Catholic lay people rightfully feel at the inexcusable behavior of
members of certain cardinals, bishops, and priests, the emotional exhaustion of having to defend their faith to friends and
co-workers, and the discouragement of having to relive a deep tragedy that we all hoped was behind us. I am sorry for the
stigma that good and holy priests who are committed to their vocation and vows have to endure wherever they go. I am
sorry for the trust that has collectively been violated.
The Archdiocese of Cincinnati is unequivocally committed to the protection of all people, children and adults, involved
with any of our various ministries. At this time, there are no active cases of clerical abuse of minors anywhere in the
Archdiocese of Cincinnati. If you suspect abuse on the part of any agent of the Archdiocese, please report it to the
appropriate civil authorities, as well as to the Coordinator of Ministry to Survivors of Abuse in the Archdiocese at 513-2636623 or 1-800-686-2724, ext. 6623. If you see something, please say something.
Since 1993, the Archdiocese has embraced and promulgated the Decree on Child Protection, which now also covers
vulnerable adults, including:
Complete background checks on all clerics, employees and volunteers;
·
Ongoing required training for clerics, employees, and volunteers on recognizing the signs of abuse of children and
vulnerable adults;
·

Procedures for reporting suspected abuse;

·

Immediately reporting all allegations of abuse to the appropriate civil authorities;

·

A Child Protection Review Board that is comprised primarily of lay people;

·
Training of children in Catholic schools and religious education programs on warning signs and appropriate
responses for their own protection; and
·

Onsite independent audit of policies and procedures by an outside firm.

The Archdiocese of Cincinnati is committed to transparency. To that end, for the past 15 years, we have published the
names and status of all priests credibly accused of abuse on the archdiocesan website. This can be found at http://
www.catholiccincinnati.org/protecting-children/resources-and-publications/status-report-on-clerics-accused-of-child-abuse/.
The Archdiocese is also committed to ensuring that the men who will be ordained to the priesthood are indeed suitable
for ministry in the Church and worthy of the trust of the Catholic faithful. Every applicant to the seminary undergoes a full
battery of psychological testing prior to acceptance into the seminary program. Once accepted, the candidate has, at a
minimum, four years of formation in which he is taught what he needs to know in order to be a priest. During this time, his
disposition, behavior, self-awareness, and stability and goodness of character are also evaluated. When a man discerns
that God might be calling him to the priesthood, the Church has a duty to discern that call as well, to make sure he is truly
called and of the right character to serve faithfully and well.
Many of you may be feeling that Jesus has forsaken the Church. This is not true. Rather, some members of the
Church have forsaken Jesus and the call to be disciples. Jesus established His Church on earth and promised to never
leave us. As we know from the Gospel of John, “the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it” (Jn
1:5).
Today, Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo, president of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, announced the
foundation of a plan (included below) to comprehensively address the issue of abuse and the failure in leadership among
our bishops. This plan will include the active involvement of both the laity and the Holy See. I pledge my personal
dedication to this effort and to keeping you informed of its progress.
Please join me in praying for the healing of all victims of the grave sin of sexual abuse. May the Blessed Virgin Mary,
patroness of the Catholic Church in the United States, continue to intercede for us. May the Holy Spirit continue to guide
and protect us.
Most Reverend Dennis M. Schnurr

Archbishop of Cincinnati
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President of U.S. Bishops' Conference Announces Effort That Will Involve Laity, Experts, and the Vatican stating,
“Let me ask you to hold us to all of these resolutions,” as U.S. Bishops’ Offer Firm Resolve to Address “Moral
Catastrophe”
August 16, 2018
WASHINGTON— Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo of Galveston-Houston, President of the United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops (USCCB), has issued the following statement after a series of meetings with members of the USCCB’s
Executive Committee and other bishops. The following statement includes three goals and three principles, along with
initial steps of a plan that will involve laity, experts, and the Vatican. A more developed plan will be presented to the full
body of bishops at their general assembly meeting in Baltimore in November.
Cardinal DiNardo’s full statement follows:
“Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Two weeks ago, I shared with you my sadness, anger, and shame over the recent revelations concerning Archbishop
Theodore McCarrick. Those sentiments continue and are deepened in light of the Pennsylvania Grand Jury report. We
are faced with a spiritual crisis that requires not only spiritual conversion, but practical changes to avoid repeating the sins
and failures of the past that are so evident in the recent report. Earlier this week, the USCCB Executive Committee met
again and established an outline of these necessary changes.
The Executive Committee has established three goals: (1) an investigation into the questions surrounding Archbishop
McCarrick; (2) an opening of new and confidential channels for reporting complaints against bishops; and (3) advocacy for
more effective resolution of future complaints. These goals will be pursued according to three criteria: proper
independence, sufficient authority, and substantial leadership by laity.
We have already begun to develop a concrete plan for accomplishing these goals, relying upon consultation with
experts, laity, and clergy, as well as the Vatican. We will present this plan to the full body of bishops in our November
meeting. In addition, I will travel to Rome to present these goals and criteria to the Holy See, and to urge further concrete
steps based on them.
The overarching goal in all of this is stronger protections against predators in the Church and anyone who would
conceal them, protections that will hold bishops to the highest standards of transparency and accountability.
Allow me to briefly elaborate on the goals and criteria that we have identified.
The first goal is a full investigation of questions surrounding Archbishop McCarrick. These answers are necessary to
prevent a recurrence, and so help to protect minors, seminarians, and others who are vulnerable in the future. We will
therefore invite the Vatican to conduct an Apostolic Visitation to address these questions, in concert with a group of
predominantly lay people identified for their expertise by members of the National Review Board and empowered to act.
The second goal is to make reporting of abuse and misconduct by bishops easier. Our 2002 “Statement of Episcopal
Commitment” does not make clear what avenue victims themselves should follow in reporting abuse or other sexual
misconduct by bishops. We need to update this document. We also need to develop and widely promote reliable thirdparty reporting mechanisms. Such tools already exist in many dioceses and in the public sector and we are already
examining specific options.
The third goal is to advocate for better procedures to resolve complaints against bishops. For example, the canonical
procedures that follow a complaint will be studied with an eye toward concrete proposals to make them more prompt, fair,
and transparent and to specify what constraints may be imposed on bishops at each stage of that process.
We will pursue these goals according to three criteria.
The first criterion is genuine independence. Any mechanism for addressing any complaint against a bishop must be free
from bias or undue influence by a bishop. Our structures must preclude bishops from deterring complaints against them,
from hampering their investigation, or from skewing their resolution.
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USCCB LETTER CONTINUED...
The second criterion relates to authority in the Church. Because only the Pope has authority to discipline or remove bishops, we will assure that our measures will both respect that authority and protect the vulnerable from the abuse of ecclesial
power.
Our third criterion is substantial involvement of the laity. Lay people bring expertise in areas of investigation, law enforcement, psychology, and other relevant disciplines, and their presence reinforces our commitment to the first criterion of independence.
Finally, I apologize and humbly ask your forgiveness for what my brother bishops and I have done and failed to do. Whatever the details may turn out to be regarding Archbishop McCarrick or the many abuses in Pennsylvania (or anywhere
else), we already know that one root cause is the failure of episcopal leadership. The result was that scores of beloved children of God were abandoned to face an abuse of power alone. This is a moral catastrophe. It is also part of this catastrophe that so many faithful priests who are pursuing holiness and serving with integrity are tainted by this failure.
We firmly resolve, with the help of God’s grace, never to repeat it. I have no illusions about the degree to which trust in the
bishops has been damaged by these past sins and failures. It will take work to rebuild that trust. What I have outlined here
is only the beginning; other steps will follow. I will keep you informed of our progress toward these goals.
Let me ask you to hold us to all of these resolutions. Let me also ask you to pray for us, that we will take this time to reflect,
repent, and recommit ourselves to holiness of life and to conform our lives even more to Christ, the Good Shepherd.”

