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WEEK OF DECEMBER 3, 2018
MONDAY
12:10
Communion Service
TUESDAY
12:10
Joseph & Frances Hatfield– wedding
WEDNESDAY
12:10
Deceased members of the Catholic
Central class of 1954
THURSDAY
12:10
Communion Service
FRIDAY
12:10
Dorothy Welch—birth
Feast of the Immaculate Conception– St. Raphael
SATURDAY
10:00
For All Parishioners
SATURDAY - ST. RAPHAEL – DECEMBER 8, 2018
4:30
Carolyn S. Knight 1st anniversary
SUNDAY - ST. RAPHAEL – DECEMBER 9, 2018
10:30
For All Parishioners
SUNDAY - ST. JOSEPH – DECEMBER 9, 2018
8:00
Marie & Ollie Tayloe
10:30
Pauline Burns- 2nd anniversary
SATURDAY- ST. RAPHAEL CHURCH –DECEMBER 8, 2018
COORDINATOR– JOHN SHANAHAN
SERVERS
4:30
Rodgers O’Neill, Bill DeWitt
LECTORS
4:30
Jill Reid, Theo Monnin
DISTRIBUTORS
4:30
Steve & Kim DeWitt, Vicki Fourman,
Sissy McFarland, Jim Marshall, Lori
Clark, Patrick Gnau
SUNDAY- ST. RAPHAEL CHURCH –DECEMBER 9, 2018
COORDINATOR– CHRIS CRISPINO
SERVERS
10:30
Sam Flick, Sara Deerwester
LECTORS
10:30
Mike Stannard, Heather Marsh
DISTRIBUTORS 10:30
Lauren & Tracy Stannard, Elly,
Sharon & Dave Deerwester, Mitch,
Dulce & Jonathan Hurst
SUNDAY- ST. JOSEPH CHURCH – DECEMBER 9, 2018
COORDINATOR– PAT KEARNS
SERVERS
8:00
Joseph Greentree, Broderick Jones
LECTORS
8:00
Dick Hatfield, Connie Greentree
DISTRIBUTORS
8:00
Nicole Thompson, Jonathan Eckels,
Pat Kearns, Shawn Taylor, Russ
Pamer
COORDINATOR– MIKE ROBBINS
SERVERS
10:30
Matthew Wiles, Tom Hannon
LECTORS
10:30
Tamara Abraham, Sarah Gillis
DISTRIBUTORS 10:30
Brenda Driscoll, Tony Hannon,
Karlee Jeffers, ron Spencer, Lee Ann
Inskeep, Barb Estep, Sue & Jerry
Smedley
FUNERAL GREETERS FOR DECEMBER
Marty Tayloe, volunteer needed
WEEKLY COLLECTION UPDATES
Collections Needed each week
Total for November 18th
Total for November 25th
Year to Date Totals
Year to Date Shortage

St. Joseph
$6,400.00
$4,227.50
$ 4,430.48

St. Raphael
$9,600.00
$6,342.00
$5,890.02

$103,010.77 $162,921.43
$37,789.23
$46,572.57

* Retirement for Religious Collection next weekend

May God Bless Your Stewardship

UPCOMING CALENDAR OF EVENTS
TODAY– ADVENT BEGINS
Saturday, December 1st
Shepherd’s Day 12:30-5:30pm
St. Raphael Parish Center
Gordon Food HS Fundraiser
Leaving at 7:45am St. R parking lot
Sunday, December 2nd
Advent Adult Faith Classes 9-10:10 St. Raphael
Parish Center (includes Dec 2,9 and 16)
Core Team 11:35 am– 12:35pm Hoban Hall
Blessing of the Children 10:30 St. Raphael Mass
Monday, December 3rd
CLC monthly meeting– noon at the Marriott
Friday, December 7th,
Eucharistic Adoration 8am-5:30pm St. Teresa
Saturday, December 8th
Feast of the Immaculate Conception
Area Masses listed on page 3
Monday, December 10th
Advent Reconciliation Service 7pm, St. Raphael
Includes all coming to 1st Reconciliation
Saturday, Dec 15th
Solemn Stillness 9-11am St. Raphael Parish Center

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

THE YEAR OF LUKE
The Catholic Lectionary
A lectionary is a collection of scripture readings appointed
for Christian or Judaic worship on a given day or occasion. The
Talmud claims that the practice of reading appointed Scriptures on
given days or occasions dates back to the time of Moses and
began with the annual religious festivals of Passover, Pentecost,
and the Feast of Tabernacles . Both Hebrew and Christian
lectionaries developed over the centuries
After the Second Vatican Council the Holy See introduced an
arrangement by which the readings on Sundays and on some
principal feasts recur in a three-year cycle, with four passages from
Scripture (including one from the Psalms) being used in each
celebration, while on weekdays only three passages (again
including one from the Psalms) are used, with the first reading and
the psalm recurring in a two-year cycle, while the Gospel reading
recurs after a single year.
The lectionaries are organized into three-year cycles of
readings. The years are designated A, B, or C. Each yearly cycle
begins on the First Sunday of Advent.
Year A: Gospel of Matthew
Year B: Gospel of Mark
Year C: Gospel of Luke
The Gospel of John is read throughout Easter, and is used for
other liturgical seasons including Advent, Christmas,
and Lent where appropriate.
LUKE’S COMPASSIONATE, FORGIVING JESUS— from Catholic Update Four Faces of Jesus by Virginia Smith
Luke, like Mark, sought out others in compiling his portrait, for he was not one of the Twelve nor was he an eyewitness
(Lk1:1-3). Luke was a Greek who wrote for gentiles. He may have written in a province of modern Greece at about the
same time as Matthew. Luke was a master writer. His skill helped him balance a diversity of themes:
1. Women. Women have a prominent role, on par with men. Luke often parallels two individuals, male and
female: Mary and Zechariah (Lk1:5-38); Anna and Simeon (Lk2:22-38); the man with the lost sheep and the woman
with the lost coin (Lk 15:1-10).
2. Holy Spirit. The Spirit receives more recognition from Luke than from any of the other Evangelists. The Holy
Spirit plays an even larger role in Luke’s Acts of the Apostles.
3. Universal Salvation. Writing for gentiles, Luke notes that Jesus’ salvation is available to everyone, not just Jews:
“All flesh shall see the salvation of God” (Lk 3:6).
4. Mercy and Forgiveness. Luke’s Jesus is a compassionate friend and advocate for the poor, disabled, public sinners,
and other outcasts. None were ostracized more than Samaritans. For nearly a millennium, they had been viewed as
heretics. Yet Samaritans are heroes in two of Jesus’ parables. Only Luke writes of the Good Samaritan (Lk 17:11-19)
and the cured Samaritan leper who expresses gratitude (Lk 17:11-19).
The parable of the prodigal Son (Lk15:11-32) might more aptly be titled the parable of the Forgiving Father, for it
graphically portrays God’s mercy. The father not only hopes and prays for his son’s repentance and return but stands
peering down the road. When he finally catches sight of him, he runs to meet him, brushes aside the young man’s
penitent speech and calls for a welcome home party.
As Luke’s Gospel nears its climax, Jesus hangs in agony
from the cross and prays, “Father, forgive them, they know not what they do” (Lk 32:34). When the man next to him
pleads, “Remember me when you come into your kingdom,” Jesus replies, “Today you will be with me in
Paradise” (Lk23:42-43). These incidents are recorded only in Luke.
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Reflections on Scripture
December 2, 2018 FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Feast of the Immaculate ConceptionAreas Masses

We tend to think of Advent as a time to prepare for Christ’s
coming as a baby in a manger, the “just shoot” foretold by
prophets like Jeremiah in the first reading. But today’s
Gospel reminds us that it is also time to prepare for a
different coming of the Lord: his return at the end of time.
Jesus speaks of frightful events that will occur at that time,
warning his disciples to be vigilant, not to let “the anxieties
of daily life” distract them (Luke 21:34). How appropriately
timed, for over the next few weeks we will face countless
sources of anxiety as we prepare for Christmas. These
anxieties can easily overwhelm us and make it difficult, if
not impossible, to prepare for Christ’s coming in any way.
Let us heed what Saint Paul wrote when exhorting the
Thessalonians to prepare for Christ’s return: “May the Lord
make you increase and abound in love for one another and
for all” (1 Thessalonians 3:12). If we increase in love for
others, we prepare ourselves for Christ’s coming into the
world, whether two thousand years ago, at the end of time
or right now, in our hearts.

Friday December 7 at St Bernard 7 PM
Friday December 7 at St. Charles 7pm
Saturday December 8 at St Teresa 9 AM
Saturday, December 8 at St. Raphael 10am

December 8, 2018 SOLEMNITY OF THE IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

Sunday

First Sunday of Advent
Jer 33:14-16; Ps 25; 1 Thes 3:12—4:2;
Lk 21:25-28, 34-36

Today we hear two of the most well-known stories in the
Bible. In the first reading, Adam and Eve are confronted
by God after eating the fruit of the tree they were ordered
to avoid. We can tell that they immediately realized the
consequences of their action, for the Hebrew word that is
used here for “naked,” erom, implies “bare” or “exposed.”
Their guilt has been laid bare. Their disobedience has
been exposed. In the Gospel, Gabriel tells Mary that she
has been chosen by God to bear Jesus, the Son of God.
Initially she is troubled and perplexed: “How can this
be?” (Luke 1:34). But after questioning the angel and
pondering what she was told, Mary assents, “I am the
handmaid of the Lord” (Luke 1:38). Adam, Eve, and Mary
were all given a choice. Adam and Eve said no to God,
disobeying God’s word. Mary said yes, “May it be done to
me according to your word” (Luke 1:38). The Blessed
Mother is our model, willing to put her trust in God. Let us
do likewise, assured that God is worthy of our trust, having
“blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the
heavens” (Ephesians 1:3).

Monday

Memorial of Saint Francis Xavier, Priest
Is 2:1-5; Ps 12; Mt 8:5-11

How have you put your trust in God at various times in
your life?

Tuesday

Saint John Damascene, Priest and Doctor
of the Church Is 11:1-10; Ps 72; Lk 10:21-24

How can you show your love for others this Advent?

Readings for the Week of December 2, 2018

Wednesday Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23; Mt 15:29-37
Thursday

Saint Nicholas, Bishop
Is 26:1-6; Ps 118; Mt 7:21, 24-27

Friday

Saint Ambrose, Bishop and Doctor
of the Church Is 29:17-24; Ps 27; Mt 9:27-31

Saturday

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary Gn 3:9-15, 20;
Ps 98; Eph 1:3-6,11-12; Lk 1:26-38

Sunday

Second Sunday of Advent
Bar 5:1-9; Ps 126; Phil 1:4-6,8-11; Lk 3:1-6

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

YOUTH FORMATION

UPCOMING EVENTS

HIGH SCHOOL Core Team MEETING Sunday,

In Mary’s Name Sodality will be selling
our delicious cookies on December 8th
and 9th at all the Catholic churches. We
are happy to say that St. Charles Borromeo in South Charleston will be included
this year also. The cookies will be available after each of the masses in the back of
the churches. They will be the same delicious cookies you have come to expect
from our expert bakers. A donation of
$20.00 will get you a platter of 25 cookies. Your donation
goes towards the education of our seminarians at the Athenaeum of Ohio Mount St Mary’s of the West Seminary. The
impact of scandal within the priesthood leaves our seminarians needing to know the support of the faithful. Please
keep them all in your prayers and consider donating to this
great cause.

TODAY December 2 11:35-12:35pm Hoban Hall
All school students are invited to the lower level of St
Raphael Church at 11:35am Sunday, December 2nd for
planning, pizza and fun. We invite all high school students
in the classes from 2019 to 2022 to this meeting and all
future activities. We will be planning upcoming holiday
activities including making candy and visiting the nursing
homes.
If you cannot make the meeting
we can keep you updated by
Facebook or email. Contact Evie
Chatfield, Katie Lloyd, Elly
Deerwester, Sy Roth, Lauren
Stannard, Meara Franzen or
Deacon Norm at 323-7523 .

CANDY MAKING AND CAROLINGJoin us on Dec 9th in the St. Raphael
Parish Center when our High School
students take the morning to make
candy for the homebound of our parish.
We will be meeting during CCD time 9-10:10am.

Then on the following Sunday, Dec 16th we will come
together again for a breakfast, Mass and caroling at a
few of our local nursing homes. Breakfast is served at
9am followed by Mass at 10:30 and then off to bring joy
through song.

OUR TURN TO SERVE– INTERFAITH HOSPITALITYSt Joseph/St Raphael is responsible for the
dinner for Interfaith Hospitality Network on
Friday, December 21 and Friday, January
4th. Please call Ann DuVall at 399-0334 if you
could prepare a dish or serve - we usually feed
around 30 adults and children. What a great Advent/
Christmas family activity.
Please remember in your prayers our deceased
Josephine Gibson
Jackie Reedy
Marianne Dunn

WELCOME TO OUR COMMUNITY
Recently baptized:
Aubree Rose Carson
daughter of
Zach & Kayla Carson
May she always walk as a
Child of the Light

Dan Lacey
Rose Ann McFarland
Bruce Snider
May they rest in peace
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WOULD YOU LIKE YOUR ADVENT TO BE

LESS HECTIC, MORE HOLY?
We are presenting three Advent workshops to help you
relax and focus on what is truly important to you this holiday season. They will be held on Sunday mornings, between the masses, during the CCD hour in the St. Raphael
Parish Center. Best of all, we will serve you free coffee,
tea, or cocoa!
Sunday, December 2 – Unplugging the
Christmas Machine
Sunday, December 9 – Reality vs. Fantasy:
Managing Expectations
Sunday, December 16 – Living from a Place

DECEMBER 2, 2018

SOLEMN STILLNESS
Join us for a morning of stillness
before the busyness of the
holiday season….
Saturday, December 15th
9:00-11:00 a.m.
St. Raphael Parish Center
This will be a time of prayer,
music, reflection, and guided
meditation with an opportunity to
walk the labyrinth. Give yourself
a spiritual rest for Christmas!
Handicapped access to the
building is available by request.
Please call Lisa at 323-7523 to
register.

of Spiritual Abundance
Come to one! Or come to all! Parents stop in when you
drop off your child for CCD! It’s often tempting to try to
squeeze in a quick trip to the grocery store or run other
errands during this time, but just for these three weeks,
why not give this hour to yourself?
All sessions will be held 9:00-10:10 a.m. in the Adult Faith
Room on the main floor of the parish center. If you have
any questions, please contact Lisa at 323-7523 or
llenard@catholicweb.com .
Advent Booklets & Online Devotions
Once again, a variety of Advent devotional booklets, containing scriptures, reflections, and prayers are available in
the back of both churches. There are materials for ages
preschool-adult, and this year we have a special booklet
available for senior adults. Materials are free. Please help
yourself and use them to prepare your heart for Christmas.
Alms cans are also available in the back of both
churches. Containers are limited so feel free to use your
own container. Funds collected in our alms cans will be
sent to St. Lucy’s, our sister parish in Brazil. Please return
the alms cans by Epiphany Sunday on January 6th.

Area Advent Penance ServicesMonday, December 10 at St. Raphael at 7pm
Wednesday December 12 at St Bernard at 7 PM
Thursday December 13 at St Teresa at 7 PM

FIRST RECONCILIATION AND PARISH PENANCE
SERVICE
Our Parish Penance Service for Advent will be held on
Monday, December 10 at 7:00 p.m. at St. Raphael
Church. This will also be 1st Reconciliation for our sacramental prep children. We invite families, as well as the
rest of the parish, to come receive the sacrament of reconciliation with the children receiving this sacrament for
the first time.
Grief and the Holiday Season
Are you grieving the loss of someone close to you? It
helps to talk to someone who understands. This month
our grief support group will focus on grief in the holiday
season. Celebrating holidays can be quite difficult after a
loss. Come join us for a short presentation on self-care
during this time of stress. There will also be a time to
share your story or just listen to others share.
December 11th
2:00-3:00 p.m.
In the parish office
For more information or questions, contact Lisa Lenard at
323-7523 or llenard@catholicweb.com. Grief support
groups are not a substitute for grief counseling. Rather
they are a time for those who are going through the stages of grief to share with each other.

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

CARING FOR OTHERS
Thank you from the Thanksgiving Meal Team LeadersJohn and Monica Lippolis would like to
again express their gratitude to all of the
volunteers that came to share their time
and talents at the Annual St. Joseph
Thanksgiving Meal 2 weeks ago. We prayed that those
who needed a meal would be able to come and they did!
Five hundred and fifty meals were served– 83 more than
last year!! John would especially like to note how the
volunteers, many of them teens, walked people to the
tables carrying their trays, served those that were seated
and just did a wonderful job making people feel welcome.
He would also like to mention Todd Caylor, our on call
maintenance person that went out of his way to make the
day run smoothly, Deacon Norm for his prayer at the meal
and all of those who prayed in advance of this event.
Now put July’s cookout on your calendar!
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November 20, 2018
Dear Friends in Christ,
As you may know, the week of November 11, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
(USCCB) gathered in Baltimore for our fall Plenary Assembly. We looked forward with great
anticipation to the opportunity to take further steps to eradicate the grave evil of sexual abuse
from our Church, in particular addressing the pressing issue of bishop accountability. To that end, we planned to debate
and vote on specific measures which the Executive Committee, of which I am a member, had worked diligently to
prepare in the weeks leading up to the Assembly. At the last minute, the Holy See asked us to not vote on these
measures, but rather to wait for the February meeting that Pope Francis has called to seek a global solution to this
issue.
Naturally, our initial reaction was enormous disappointment. The abuse of young people is morally reprehensible and
must not be tolerated or enabled anywhere by anyone. The pain and suffering experienced by the victims of sexual
abuse cannot be diminished by mere words. Concrete actions must be taken to rebuild trust. The Catholic bishops of the
United States are acutely aware of the anger and frustration of all the faithful; thus, the request to not proceed as
planned stunned all of us.
As the week went along, however, some important work still took place. The bishops listened to several survivors of
abuse and engaged in very direct, and sometimes heated, discussion of the issues, ultimately arriving at strong
consensus and direction. This work will enable the president of the USCCB, Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo, to better
represent the U.S. Church in the February meeting with the Holy Father. Cardinal DiNardo will bring with him our
recommendations regarding:



A process for investigating complaints against bishops, reported through a third-party compliance hotline, by a

single national commission of lay people.



Standards of accountability for bishops.



Protocol for removed bishops.



National guidelines for the publication of lists of names of those clerics facing substantiated claims of abuse.



Completion of the various investigations into the situation surrounding Archbishop Theodore E. McCarrick, and

publication of their results.
Of course, a bishop should not need standards of accountability or the results of a thorough investigation in order to
exercise strong moral leadership and do the right thing. As your bishop, I promise to do everything in my power to
ensure a safe environment for all people – children and adults – involved with any of our various ministries.

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

If you have followed my statements or heard my interview on Sacred Heart Radio, you know that I remain committed to
vigilance and transparency on the local level and have called for the same thing on the national and universal levels of
the Church. Today, our process for all employees and volunteers, including bishops and priests, includes:



Fingerprinting and complete background checks.



Required training on recognizing the signs of abuse and how to report it.



Immediate reporting of any abuse allegation to the appropriate civil authorities, usually the county prosecutor, for

investigation.



A Child Protection Review Board comprised primarily of lay people.



An active Ministry to the Survivors of Abuse.

In addition, for more than a decade, we have published the names and status of all priests credibly accused of abuse on
the Archdiocesan website.
It is my firm conviction that, contrary to the headlines, we do not have a priest abuse crisis; we had a priest abuse crisis
that we have taken comprehensive steps to address beginning in 1993. As of this writing, there are no active cases of
clerical abuse of minors anywhere in the Archdiocese of Cincinnati. If you suspect abuse on the part of any agent of the
Archdiocese, please report it to the appropriate civil authorities. If you see something, please say something.
Please join me in praying for the healing of all victims of the grave sin of sexual abuse, as well as for decisive action resulting from the February meeting in Rome. May the Blessed Virgin Mary, patroness of the Catholic Church in the United
States, intercede for us and may the Holy Spirit continue to guide and protect us.
Sincerely yours in Christ,
Most Reverend Dennis M. Schnurr
Archbishop of Cincinnati
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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

THE RAMP WORK HAS BEGUN

