ST. JOSEPH ~ ST. RAPHAEL CHURCH
SPRINGFIELD, OHIO

DECEMBER 9, 2018

WEEK OF DECEMBER 10, 2018
MONDAY
12:10
Kenny Yake 3rd anniversary
TUESDAY
12:10
Joe Marous
WEDNESDAY
12:10
Michael Powers 3rd anniversary
THURSDAY
12:10
Communion Service
FRIDAY
12:10
Nancy Skinner
SATURDAY - ST. RAPHAEL – DECEMBER 15, 2018
4:30
Debra DeWitt birthday
SUNDAY - ST. RAPHAEL – DECEMBER 16, 2018
10:30
Terry Souder & Bess Keller

UPCOMING CALENDAR OF EVENTS
TODAY– COOKIE SALE FROM In Mary’s Name
Monday, December 10th
NO BIBLE STUDY
Advent Reconciliation Service 7pm, St. Raphael
Includes all coming to 1st Reconciliation
See following page for other area Reconciliation
Service dates

SUNDAY - ST. JOSEPH – DECEMBER 16, 2018
8:00
Edward Mooney—anniversary
10:30
For All Parishioners

Tuesday, December 11th
NO EVENING CONFESSIONS

SATURDAY- ST. RAPHAEL CHURCH –DECEMBER 15, 2018
COORDINATOR– JOHN SHANAHAN
SERVERS
4:30
Tom Reeb, Cassie Beedy
LECTORS
4:30
Matt Roth, Carole Caylor
DISTRIBUTORS
4:30
George Combs, Karen Lyons, Dave
& Denice Hoendorf, Sy Roth, Alicia &
Larry DeWitt

Wednesday, December 12th
Recovery Group 10am– noon Parish Office

SUNDAY- ST. RAPHAEL CHURCH –DECEMBER 16, 2018
COORDINATOR– PATTY LARGER
SERVERS
10:30
Thomas Hingston, R Jameson
LECTORS
10:30
Joe Brooks, Sami Hingston
DISTRIBUTORS 10:30
John Blumenshine, Amberr Foreman,
Jim & Marlo Vandegrift, Bill, Miss &
Audrey Hallmark

Thursday, December 13th
Final morning Bible Study
Saturday, Dec 15th
Advent Retreat Solemn Stillness
9-11am St. Raphael Parish Center
Sunday, Dec 16th
Giving Tree available
Gifts for the Homebound available
High School Breakfast and Caroling

SUNDAY- ST. JOSEPH CHURCH – DECEMBER 16, 2018
COORDINATOR– PAT KEARNS
SERVERS
8:00
Kevin Endres, Adam Lykins
LECTORS
8:00
Tony Bickers, Judy Stumpff
DISTRIBUTORS
8:00
Jerry Stumpff, Adelaide, Hannah,
MacKenzie & Shawn Taylor
COORDINATOR– MIKE ROBBINS
SERVERS
10:30
Daniel & Nathan Gillis
LECTORS
10:30
Al & Anne Woyat
DISTRIBUTORS 10:30
Edith Connell, Mike, Gabe & Phyllis
Robbins, Sue King, Judy Hopper, TC
Storer, Laura Lopez-DeLaet
FUNERAL GREETERS FOR DECEMBER
Marty Tayloe, volunteer needed
WEEKLY COLLECTION UPDATES
Collections Needed each week
Total for December 2nd
Year to Date Totals
Year to Date Shortage




St. Joseph
$6,400.00
$4,379.00

St. Raphael
$9,600.00
$7,292.00

$107,389.77 $170,213.43
$39,810.23 $48,880.57

Retirement for Religious Collection this weekend
Maintenance second collection next weekend

May God Bless Your Stewardship

COOKIES
AVAILABLE AFTER MASS TODAY
In Mary’s Name Sodality will be selling our
delicious cookies at all the Catholic
churches.
The cookies will be available
after each of the masses in the back of the
churches. They will be the same delicious
cookies you have come to expect from our
expert bakers. A donation of $20.00 will get
you a platter of 25 cookies. Your donation
goes towards the education of our
seminarians at the Athenaeum of Ohio
Mount St Mary’s of the West Seminary.
Please keep them all in your prayers and
consider donating to this great cause.

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Reflections on Scripture
December 9, 2018 SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
We are given Advent each year as a time to prepare. But
the readings today remind us that it is also a time of hope
and promise. Listen to the first reading: “Jerusalem, take
off your robe of mourning and misery; put on the splendor
of glory” (Baruch 5:1). Between this sentence and the
next, Baruch uses “glory” and “splendor” five times. He
imagines looking over Jerusalem and seeing mountains
laid low, deserts populated with trees, and the faithful
streaming in. The start of John the Baptist’s ministry
echoes a similar trek: the Exodus from Egypt. John went
into the desert where the word of God came to him.
Leaving the desert, he crossed over the Jordan River.
Crossing over from slavery to freedom in the Exodus was
a sign of God’s providence. Crossing over from mourning
to splendor into Jerusalem was a sign of God’ promise.
Crossing over from sin to forgiveness through repentance
became a sign of John’s baptism. Advent is the time to
prepare. Heed Isaiah’s words, John’s words: “Prepare the
way of the Lord, make straight his paths” (Luke 3:4). Let
us answer this call, so that with God’s grace we can cross
over from desolation to salvation.
How can you make straight the paths for Jesus’
coming?

Readings for the Week of December 9, 2018
Sunday

Second Sunday of Advent
Bar 5:1-9; Ps 126; Phil 1:4-6,8-11; Lk 3:1-6

Monday

Is 35:1-10; Ps 85;Lk 5:17-26

Tuesday

Saint Damasus I, Pope
Is 40:1-11; Ps 96; Mt 18:12-14

Wednesday Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe
Zec 2:14-17 ; Jdt 13:18-19; Lk 1:26-38
Thursday
Friday

Memorial of Saint Lucy, Virgin and Martyr
Is 41:13-20; Ps 145; Mt 11:11-15
Memorial of Saint John of the Cross,
Priest and Doctor of the Church
Is 48:17-19; Ps 1; Mt 11:16-19

Saturday

Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80; Mt 17:9a, 10-13

Sunday

Third Sunday of Advent
Zep 3:14-18a; Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6; Phil 4:4-7;
Lk 3:10-18
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SOLEMN STILLNESS
Join us for a morning of stillness before the busyness of the
holiday season….
Saturday, December 15th
9:00-11:00 a.m.
St. Raphael Parish Center
This will be a time of prayer, music, reflection, and guided
meditation with an opportunity to walk the labyrinth. Give
yourself a spiritual rest for Christmas! Handicapped access to
the building is available by request. Please call Lisa at 3237523 to register.
FIRST RECONCILIATION AND PARISH PENANCE
SERVICE
Our Parish Penance Service for Advent will be held on
Monday, December 10 at 7:00 p.m. at St. Raphael
Church. This will also be 1st Reconciliation for our sacramental prep children. We invite families, as well as the
rest of the parish, to come receive the sacrament of reconciliation with the children receiving this sacrament for
the first time.

WOULD YOU LIKE YOUR ADVENT TO BE

LESS HECTIC, MORE HOLY?
We are presenting three Advent workshops to help you
relax and focus on what is truly important to you this holiday season. They will be held on Sunday mornings, between the masses, during the CCD hour in the St. Raphael
Parish Center. Best of all, we will serve you free coffee,
tea, or cocoa!
Sunday, December 16 – Living from a Place
of Spiritual Abundance
Come to one! Or come to all! Parents stop in when you
drop off your child for CCD! It’s often tempting to try to
squeeze in a quick trip to the grocery store or run other
errands during this time, but just for these three weeks,
why not give this hour to yourself?
All sessions will be held 9:00-10:10 a.m. in the Adult Faith
Room on the main floor of the parish center. If you have
any questions, please contact Lisa at 323-7523 or
llenard@catholicweb.com .

Area Advent Penance ServicesMonday, December 10 at St. Raphael at 7pm
Wednesday December 12 at St Bernard at 7 PM
Thursday December 13 at St Teresa at 7 PM

GIVING TREE -On the 3rd Sunday of Advent, Dec.
16th the giving trees at St. Joseph or St. Raphael will
be in the back of each church. You are asked to
donate a gift or gifts to the Parent Infant Center. Just
as the Magi brought gifts to the Christ Child we have
donated gifts to the children in need from this
community for over 20 years. The items in need are:
washcloths, bath towels, baby lotion, baby shampoo,
infant sleepers, newborn and small onesies, infant
toys such as teethers and rattles, nail clippers,
brushes, ear thermometers,
socks, crib sheets and any
other
baby
items
are
appreciated.
Please return the gifts to the
giving tree by Epiphany
Sunday, January 6th.
GIFTS FOR THE HOMEBOUND OF THE
PARISH-Can you visit? Also next week,
December 16th, there will be bags in the back of
the churches filled with cards, candy and crafts–
all made by adults and children of the parish.
Many of the bags are taken by those that distribute
Eucharist to our homebound each week. But there are
always extras that need taken. Please take a moment or
two and deliver “Good Tidings” to those who can’t join us.
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THE YEAR OF LUKE
THE GOSPEL OF LUKE IS EXPEREINCED
at St Joseph St Raphael St Charles CCD
JOHN THE BAPTIST MAKES HIS
PRESENCE FELT
Today in the Gospel and at CCD John the
Baptist cries out “Prepare of the way of the
Lord, make straight His paths”.
Why did John go to the dessert wearing

clothes of camel's hair, living
on locusts and wild honey?

What path’s need to be straightened in our
lives as we prepare for the Coming of
Jesus?
What a joy it is to gather together on
Sunday to be challenged by the Gospel, the Good News of Jesus.
WELCOME TO OUR COMMUNITY
Recently baptized:
Imogen Van Dyke
daughter of
Phillip and Michelle Van Dyke
May she always walk as a
Child of the Light
PARISH PRAYER CHAIN– PLEASE JOIN US- Email
Patty Larger at plarger@catholicweb.com to be included in
the Parishes email prayer chain. You are invited to send in
any prayer requests and asked to lift up in prayer the
intentions that are sent out.

St. Joseph ~ St. Raphael Recovery Gathering
"While I breathe, I hope.” St Andrew
December 12th

from 10-11 am

“Pray continually”
1 Thessalonians 5:17.
Grief and the Holiday Season
Are you grieving the loss of someone close to you? It helps
to talk to someone who understands. This month our grief
support group will focus on grief in the holiday season. Celebrating holidays can be quite difficult after a loss. Come
join us for a short presentation on self-care during this time
of stress. There will also be a time to
share your story or just listen to others
share.
December 11th
2:00-3:00 p.m.
In the parish office
For more information or questions, contact Lisa Lenard at 323-7523 or
llenard@catholicweb.com. Grief support groups are not a
substitute for grief counseling. Rather they are a time for
those who are going through the stages of grief to share
with each other.

The monthly Recovery Gathering typically meets in the St.
Joseph/ St. Raphael Parish offices at 225 E High St. on
the 2nd
and 4th Wednesday each month. Due to
Christmas this month’s gathering will be WEDNESDAY,
DECEMBER 12TH ONLY.The mission of the Recovery
Gatherings are to encourage, support and walk with those
seeking to recover from addiction and mental illness and
those who love them. There are many programs and
people who can help with recovery but it is often hard to
take the 1st step to identify and accept the problem. It is
also hard to accept that recovery may be a difficult and
ongoing process that does not end. That is why we need to
support and encourage each other. The meeting is open to
all.
For more information contact Norm Horstman at
323-7523 ext. 18, or email horstman@catholicweb.com
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YOUTH FORMATION

CANDY MAKING AND CAROLING-

CCD NEWS~ Classes still meet Dec. 9th and 16th. Our
Christmas break will include Dec. 23rd
and Dec. 30th.
Classes will resume on January 6th.

Join us on TODAY, Dec 9th in the St. Raphael Parish
Center when our High School students take the morning
to make candy for the homebound of
our parish. We will be meeting
during CCD time 9-10:10am.

Then on the following Sunday, Dec 16th we will come
together again for a breakfast, Mass and caroling at a
few of our local nursing homes. Breakfast is served at
9am followed by Mass at 10:30 and then off to bring joy
through song.
Thank You to Those Who Serve In Christ
Annual Gordon Foods High School Fund Raiser
December 1st Thanks go to Elizabeth Beck, Evie
Chatfield, David Tucker, Noah Schafer, Paul Tucker and
Tess Holcomb for giving up a busy Saturday. They raised
money for our high school activities on Saturday Dec. 1 by
St Joseph St Raphael St Charles CCD Forming Active
serving at the Gordon Food Service annual meeting at the
Columbus Convention Center. Thanks also go to our adult
Catholics Rooted in the Gospel of LUKE
team of Deb Cooper, Bruce Schibler and Cathy Holcomb. It
was a great day of meeting others as we serve others in the
By sending your children to CCD you root them in the joy of Christ Jesus!
specific gospel of St Luke as lived by our diverse and active
Catholic community. Last Sunday we heard the “Wake Up
Call” from Jesus to pay attention to what is happening in our
lives. Together our confraternity is paying attention to the
members of our parish who cannot easily leave their homes.
The pre-school through 3 made cards, while the 4 th -8th
graders made crafts and our high school students are
making candy for them today. Waking up and being alive to
the gospel means being aware of and responding to the
needs of others around us.
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A WEEK IN OUR PARISH LIFE

Pictured:

The Blessing of the Children,
St. Nicholas’ visit, continuing
work on the St. Joseph ramp
and the west wall of St.
Raphael Hoban Hall.
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SHARETHE JOURNEY
GLOBAL EDUCATION AND PEACE NETWORK PRESENTS
“WELCOMING THE IMMIGRANTS WITH THE LATINO COALITION OF CLARK COUNTY AND
WELCOME SPRINGFIELD”
The Global Education and Peace Network invites you to join them for the fourth program of their 17 th season, “Welcoming
the Immigrants with the Latino Coalition of Clark County and Welcome Springfield,” with Pastor Carl Ruby and members
of the Latino Coalition and Welcome Springfield on Thursday, December 13 at 6:30 p.m. in Room 105 of Shouvlin Center
at Wittenberg University.
The groups will discuss efforts of these two organizations to provide hospitality and services to immigrants to our area
from Latin America. For several years this population has been the fastest growing population in our area, often working
on farms and factories doing manual labor.
Welcome Springfield was born several years ago, modeling itself on Welcome Dayton, a strategy to welcome and
incorporate new comers to the community arriving from other countries. The Latino Coalition is a group of local individuals
and organizations seeking to mobilize resources and information for the many Latinos living and working in our
community.
The Global Education and Peace Network celebrates their 17 th season with the speaker series, “Practicing Kindness in
Changing Times.” Monthly programs will explore ways local residents practice kindness in their lives. The 2018-2019
Global Education calendar which features their series will be available at no charge at the program. Information is also
available on the City of Springfield’s website at springfieldohio.gov/global-education. This group formed during Citysponsored Study Circles after the tragedy of 9-11. They seek to build bridges of understanding across cultural divides with
their monthly speaker series and annual calendar. For more information contact Nancy Flinchbaugh at (937) 324-7696,
nflinchbaugh@springfieldohio.gov.

SOOO MANY BOOKS!!!
We asked you to look through
your bookshelves and see if
there were any books that you
would be willing to donate to the
people of Lesotho, Africa. Well
we are not sure that there are
any books left on those shelves!
We collected 73 boxes of books ! Currently these
books have been picked up by the Springfield Rotary
and will soon be on a ship to Africa where the people
of Lesotho hope to use them not only in the
orphanage but in a newly formed National Library. A
good portion of the books came from Ridgewood
School and we thank them for their generosity. The
remaining came from many parishioners who loaded
up vans and trunks with children’s books as well as
books for adults.
We are not taking any more donations at this time. If
the Rotary Club lets us know that they are sending
another shipment we will send out a request.

Again, thank you for your generosity.
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FEEDING THOSE IN NEED
Please Help Fill the Pantry
The Knights of Columbus Council 624 in Springfield is
collecting non-perishable food items for the Second Harvest
Food Bank, a program of Catholic Charities of Southwestern
Ohio, through the month of November.
Please leave your contributions in the receptacle provided in
the back of church, and members of the
K of C will
see that they are delivered. Your generosity is appreciated.

Volunteers Needed
for “Rainbow Table”
The “Rainbow Table” is a program of Saint John’s Lutheran
Church, 27 N. Wittenberg Ave., that serves a nutritious meal
every Friday from Noon to 1:00 p.m. , to those in
need. Each month a different congregation volunteers to
help prepare, serve and clean-up after the meal on Fridays
within the month. In December, a different congregation
volunteers for each Friday. St. Joseph-St. Raphael
Church is scheduled to work Friday, December 21.
If you would like to help those in need, you can volunteer to
help from 9:00 a.m. to Noon to help prepare the food, wrap
silverware, fill food sacks-to-go, etc. We help serve the meal
(cafeteria style), and carry trays for children or those
needing assistance from Noon to 1:00 p.m. From 1:00 p.m.
to 1:30 or 2:00 p.m., we clean tables and chairs and the
serving areas. You can work the entire time or just an hour
or two. Our regularly scheduled months are February and
June, in which we work each Friday of that month. If you
have questions, please call Vicki Fourman, 324-1878. You
may call me or just show up on December 21 to volunteer.

OUR TURN TO SERVE– INTERFAITH HOSPITALITYSt Joseph/St Raphael is responsible for the dinner for
Interfaith Hospitality Network
Friday, December 21 and Friday, January 4th.

Please call Ann DuVall at 399-0334
if you could prepare a dish or serve.
We usually feed around 30 adults
and children. What a great Advent/
Christmas family activity.
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SECONDSUNDAY OF ADVENT
St. Vincent de Paul has again been blessed with a donated
vehicle. Dan Wilson from St. Bernard’s donated a 1989
black GMC Sierra 1500 (EFI) with standard shift and
201,686.6 miles. This truck runs great and would be great
for any handy person needing a “utilitarian” vehicle. Bids
will be taken for this truck, starting at $750. and will close
by December 21, 2018. Call Casey Rollins at 325-8880
OR 325-9111 for more information.

Sometimes like tonight one can feel the Holy Spirit more
then other times. Cold and Freezing outside but all the
warmth was inside. Maybe because of all the Happiness,
Fellowship, and Love.
Assured of great service by the volunteer group from the
'Assurant Corporation' in Springfield everything made for
enjoyable and wonderful night. Over 277 patrons at end of
the month appreciated and needed free socks. They also
enjoyed delicious meal of grilled cheese and mac and
cheese and hot chicken/turkey vegetable soup and all the
sides and seconds too. All warmed the body and soul as
much was donated by Courtyard Marriott downtown.
Thank You all 37 volunteers.
Many stories of those struggling especially in the cold many
given blankets and sleeping bags and survival items. Story
of the night was a only bad one as all the blood splattered in
the rest room had to be cautiously cleaned.
Jesus the Springfield Soup Kitchen are Your Hands stay
with us in all we do. Mother Mary, the Immaculate
Conception, Pray for us.
Love Soup Kitchen Guy.

