ST. JOSEPH ~ ST. RAPHAEL CHURCH
SPRINGFIELD, OHIO

DECEMBER 16, 2018

WEEK OF DECEMBER 17, 2018
MONDAY
12:10
Donnis Bailey
TUESDAY
12:10
for those who have no one to pray
for them
WEDNESDAY
12:10
Lonnie Bell, Sr.
THURSDAY
12:10
Communion Service
FRIDAY
12:10
Sheridan & Smith family
SATURDAY - ST. RAPHAEL – DECEMBER 22, 2018
4:30
Mary M. Sweeney– 2nd anniversary
SUNDAY - ST. RAPHAEL – DECEMBER 23, 2018
10:30
For All Parishioners
SUNDAY - ST. JOSEPH – DECEMBER 23, 2018
8:00
Mike Lisch
10:30
Virginia Martin

UPCOMING CALENDAR OF EVENTS
TODAY– Sunday, Dec 16th
Giving Tree available
Gifts for the Homebound available
High School Breakfast and Caroling
Monday-December 16th
St. VDP– Christmas Baskets– 8am-2pm
Gathering of food
Tuesday– December 17th
St. VDP– Christmas Baskets– 9am-1pm
Gathering of food continues

SATURDAY- ST. RAPHAEL CHURCH –DECEMBER 22, 2018
COORDINATOR– JOHN SHANAHAN
SERVERS
4:30
Gini Meekin, Roni Roth
LECTORS
4:30
John Shanahan, Myron Sonneborn
DISTRIBUTORS
4:30
Larry Longo, Rodgers O’Neill, Ellie &
Susie Beck, Steve & Kim DeWitt,
Vicki Fourman

Wednesday, December 19th
St. VDP– Christmas Baskets– 9am-1pm
Finish gathering food
St. VDP– Christmas Baskets– 4pm-8pm
ASSEMBLE BASKETS
Volunteers needed for Soup Kitchen 4-6:15pm

SUNDAY- ST. RAPHAEL CHURCH –DECEMBER 23, 2018
COORDINATOR– CHRIS CRISPINO
SERVERS
10:30
Cami & Carli Burke
LECTORS
10:30
Tony Newton, Eric Shipton
DISTRIBUTORS 10:30
Maria Newton, Christine & Jordan
Lough, Tom Jeffries, Eva Lazear,
Rosemary Hearlihy, David & Paul
Tucker

Thursday, December 20th
St. VDP– Christmas Baskets– 5:30am– 3pm
DISTRIBUTION OF BASKETS
volunteers needed throughout the day
DRESS FOR THE WEATHER

SUNDAY- ST. JOSEPH CHURCH – DECEMBER 23, 2018
COORDINATOR– PAT KEARNS
SERVERS
8:00
Thomas & Jim Marshall
LECTORS
8:00
Dan Tiemann, Rita Marshall
DISTRIBUTORS
8:00
Jonathan Eckels, Pat Kearns, Vicki &
David Hermanowski, Russ Pamer
COORDINATOR– STEVE GORDIN
SERVERS
10:30
Tony Barbarino, Nathan Gillis
LECTORS
10:30
Jan Wallace, Edith Connell
DISTRIBUTORS 10:30
Jerry Lykins, Teresa Kaveney, Nikki
Miller, Laurel Shouvlin, Steve Gordin,
Cheryl Bush, Dee Dee Brust, Brenda
Driscoll
FUNERAL GREETERS FOR DECEMBER
Marty Tayloe, volunteer needed
WEEKLY COLLECTION UPDATES
Collections Needed each week
Total for December 9th
Year to Date Totals
Year to Date Shortage

St. Joseph
$6,400.00
$6,033.00*

St. Raphael
$9,600.00
$6,554.50*

$113,422.77 $176,767.93
$40,177.23
$51,926.07

* includes Immaculate Conception
 Facility second collection this weekend

May God Bless Your Stewardship

Friday, December 21st
Volunteers needed for Rainbow Table
Volunteers needed for Interfaith Hospitality meal
December 24th, 25th and 26th OFFICE CLOSED
ALL AREA CHRISTMAS/ NEW YEAR MASSES
December 24th Christmas EvePrelude music begins 30 minutes prior to all Masses
St. Raphael at 4:30pm and 10pm
St. Joseph at 5pm and 8pm
St Bernard at 4:30pm and 12 midnight
St Teresa at 4:30pm and 11pm
No 8am Mass at St Teresa
December 25th Christmas DaySt. Raphael at 10am
St. Charles at 8am
St Bernard at 9 am
St Teresa at 11 am no 8am Mass
December 31st
Mary, the Holy Mother of God– Vigil
St. Charles at 6:30pm
St Bernard at 4:30 pm
January 1st Mary, the Holy Mother of GodSt. Raphael at 10am
St Teresa at 9am

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Reflections on Scripture
December 16, 2018

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel,” we sing during Advent,
pleading for God to come to us, for “Emmanuel” means
“God with us.” But today’s readings deliver a more joyful
message: God is already here! “The Lord, your God, is in
your midst,” we hear in the first reading, “a mighty
savior” (Zephaniah 3:17). “Among you is the great and
holy one of Israel,” we sing in the responsorial psalm
(Isaiah 12:6). “The Lord is near,” Paul testifies (Philippians
4:5). In the Gospel, John the Baptist attests that the one to
follow is greater than he, for “he will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit and fire” (Luke 3:16). As baptized Christians,
we have already received the Holy Spirit. God is already
with us. So we can already witness to God’s presence,
and we do this through our actions. “What should we do?”
John is asked three times in the Gospel. He tells inquirers
to share with those in need, to treat others fairly, and to be
content with what they have. Paul sums it up when he tells
the Philippians to make their kindness known to all. Truly,
we rejoice today. God is here, brought into our midst in
our kindness to our brothers and sisters in need.

Readings for the Week of December 16, 2018
Sunday

Third Sunday of Advent
Zep 3:14-18a; Is 12; Phil 4:4-7; Lk 3:10-18

Monday

Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72; Mt 1:1-17

Tuesday

Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72; Mt 1:18-25

Wednesday Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Ps 71; Lk 1:5-25
Thursday

Is 7:10-14; Ps 24; Lk 1:26-38

Friday

Saint Peter Canisius, Priest and Doctor
of the Church

What can you do this week to bring God into the
world?

Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Ps 33; Lk 1:39-45
Saturday

1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2; Lk 1:46-56

Sunday

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Mi 5:1-4a; Ps 80; Heb 10:5-10; Lk 1:39-45

GIVING TREE TODAY

GIFTS FOR THE HOMEBOUND OF THE PARISH-

The giving trees at St. Joseph or St.
Raphael are in the back of each
church. You are asked to donate a
gift or gifts to the Parent Infant
Center. Just as the Magi brought
gifts to the Christ Child we have
donated gifts to the children in need
from this community for over 20
years.

Can you visit? TODAY, there are bags in the back of
the churches filled with cards, candy and crafts– all made
by adults and children of the parish. Many of the bags are
taken by those that distribute Eucharist to our homebound
each week. But there are always extras that need taken.
Please take a moment or two and deliver “Good Tidings”
to those who can’t join us.

The items in need are: washcloths, bath towels, baby
lotion, baby shampoo, infant sleepers, newborn and
small onesies, infant toys such as teethers and rattles,
nail clippers, brushes, ear thermometers, socks, crib
sheets and any other baby
items are appreciated.
Please return the gifts to the
giving tree by Epiphany
Sunday, January 6th.

If you didn’t take one today, call the office this next week
to see if there are still bags to go out.
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**Update**Maintenance Corner
ST. RAPHAEL- HOORAY we made it through the summer! The new 30 ton Carrier AC unit will be installed in the spring.
The reason for the delay is mostly because of the warranty. We decided it was a better idea not to start the warranty clock
during the winter when the AC system would not be utilized. The new one will be much more efficient, so that will be good
for our utility bills. Please, continue putting donations into the Maintenance and Facilities fund envelopes. I have received
over $20,000 in donations so far. THANK-YOU! We appreciate your generosity and understanding!
The west wall project in Hoban Hall has commenced. We received approval from the Landmarks Commission to fill in the
wells to grade, install damp proofing and peat gravel, have smaller windows above grade and put an interior ditch with
gravel. Originally, we were going to install a sump pump but we had some complications and the damp proofing of the
window wells has made a drastic improvement with water infiltration so we determined a sump pump may not be necessary
after all. The west side steps on the outside will also be removed and relayed to slant slightly away from the church to keep
water from running on that side. The total for this work is a little less than $100,000. This work will take about 10 weeks.
While the project to remodel the bathrooms in the St. Raphael Parish Center was happening, it was discovered that there
was no liner in the chimney for the boiler exhaust. We purchased a new liner that will be installed soon. This will cost about
$8,500.
We also just installed a new hot water tank in Hoban Hall that feeds the bathrooms. This was about $350.
At some point in the not too distant future, we may need to address some issues with the painted glass windows at
BOTH CHURCHES. I will keep you informed about this as I get information. The caulking around the protective
outer windows is beginning to fail. There are new, nicer materials available to protect the windows that will not cloud. At St.
Raphael, we also have some windows that are not protected. There are also some interior issues that may need to be
addressed at both churches.
ST. JOSEPH- The ramp project has commenced. Unfortunately, the steps will have to be fixed in the spring due to
weather conditions. We also will not have the railings installed for the ramp until after the first of the year. This means the
ramp will not be able to be utilized for Christmas Masses. I deeply apologize for the inconvenience. The lead time for the
railings is 4 weeks. The ramp has to be completed before accurate measurements can be taken to do the railings. The
ramp project will be $37,500 for the ramp and steps and the railings will cost $13,500. Due to your generosity, we have
enough money in the maintenance fund to pay for this project.
The maintenance guys repaired the railing going up to the choir loft at St. Joseph. Please, be careful when using this railing.
They have re-anchored it several times. Because of its location, there is not much more they can do to keep it anchored.
While I understand those steps are difficult, I want to warn people that there may come a time when it gets more and more
unstable if it is being leaned on too heavily. Please, be careful!
We had to purchase a new boiler motor for St. Joseph Church. This cost $410.
Once the ramp/step project is completed in the spring, I will revisit painting several deteriorated areas in the church at St.
Joseph. Much of this will depend on how much money is left after the ramp/step project is paid for. Your continued support
of the Maintenance and Facilities fund is vital to the determination of what work can be completed. Thank-you!
Please also keep in mind that we are required to send 9.5% of our donations to the Archdiocese. We also have to pay
building insurance. This year the assessments and building insurance costs will be as follows:
St. Joseph assessment: $33,399.08
St. Joseph insurance: $8,140.92
St. Raphael assessment: $51,594.63 ($7,381.42 of that is assessed at 5.7% for the capital campaign)
St. Raphael insurance: $18,217.49
PLEASE CONSIDER ELECTRONIC GIVING: Do you have fees for writing checks? Have you missed Mass some
weekends and missed donating? Please consider giving electronically. You can do this by going to the following websites:
For St. Joseph: https://josephraphaelspringfield1.weshareonline.org/
For St. Raphael: https://josephraphaelspringfield.weshareonline.org/
You can have it taken out of your checking, savings, or pay by credit card and earn points (if you have a credit card that
offers rewards). If you need assistance, please call Bri at the office 323-7523. This makes things more convenient for
giving. The parish can also save money by not having to send out as many donation envelopes.
We still owe $8,000 ($4,000 for St. Raphael and $4,000 for St. Joseph) on the loans we received to update the lighting in
our 5 buildings. I expect to have those loans paid off before the June of 2019.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at bbeedy@catholicweb.com or at the office.

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

YOUTH FORMATION
CHILDREN’S CATECHUMENATE BEGINS
TODAY, Sunday, Dec 16th we will come
together again for a breakfast, Mass and caroling at
a few of our local nursing homes. Breakfast is
served at 9am followed by Mass at 10:30 and then
off to bring joy through song.

JANUARY 6TH
Has your child been baptized? Does she or he need to
“catch up” on 1st Eucharist or confirmation? Children’s
Catechumenate classes are for children aged 2-17 who
need to receive one or more of the Sacraments of
Initiation. Classes begin Jan. 6th at 9:00am in the St.
Raphael Parish Center.
To register your child please call Lisa Lenard at 323-7523
ext 17 by
January 3rd.

CCD NEWS~
Our Christmas break will include
December 23rd and December 30th.
Classes will resume on January 6th.

Announcing the New Year– Year of Luke
Candy Making in the High School for the homebound
John the Baptist visits the 5th Grade CCD classroom
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FEEDING THOSE IN NEED

Volunteers Needed
for “Rainbow Table”

The “Rainbow Table” is a program of Saint John’s Lutheran
Church, 27 N. Wittenberg Ave., that serves a nutritious meal
every Friday from Noon to 1:00 p.m. , to those in
need. Each month a different congregation volunteers to
help prepare, serve and clean-up after the meal on Fridays
within the month. In December, a different congregation
volunteers for each Friday. St. Joseph-St. Raphael
Church is scheduled to work Friday, December 21.
If you would like to help those in need, you can volunteer to
help from 9:00 a.m. to Noon to help prepare the food, wrap
silverware, fill food sacks-to-go, etc. We help serve the meal
(cafeteria style), and carry trays for children or those
needing assistance from Noon to 1:00 p.m. From 1:00 p.m.
to 1:30 or 2:00 p.m., we clean tables and chairs and the
serving areas. You can work the entire time or just an hour
or two. Our regularly scheduled months are February and
June, in which we work each Friday of that month. If you
have questions, please call Vicki Fourman, 324-1878. You
may call me or just show up on December 21st to volunteer.

OUR TURN TO SERVE– INTERFAITH HOSPITALITYSt Joseph/St Raphael is responsible for the dinner for
Interfaith Hospitality Network
Friday, December 21 and Friday, January 4th.

Please call Ann DuVall at 399-0334
if you could prepare a dish or serve.
We usually feed around 30 adults
and children. What a great Advent/
Christmas family activity.

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
St. Vincent de Paul has again been blessed with a donated
vehicle. Dan Wilson from St. Bernard’s donated a 1989
black GMC Sierra 1500 (EFI) with standard shift and
201,686.6 miles. This truck runs great and would be great
for any handy person needing a “utilitarian” vehicle. Bids
will be taken for this truck, starting at $750. and will close
by December 21, 2018. Call Casey Rollins at 325-8880
OR 325-9111 for more information.

YOU CAN SERVE , DECEMBER 19TH
4:00—6:15 p.m.

830 WEST MAIN ST.
(enter through east alley door)

POLICY FOR MINOR VOLUNTEERS
We have to have a policy for any volunteer under 18 years
of age because of the way we serve. We are different
because we don't have lines where guests pick up their
food. We take orders from our guests and bring the food to
the tables. Due to Archdiocesan policy the parish cannot
take responsibility for children at this event. Minors must
have a parent for supervision and they must take
responsibility. We recommend children not younger then 10
years old depending on the maturity of the individual which
will be parent and manager in charge of Soup Kitchen
decision.

