ST. JOSEPH ~ ST. RAPHAEL CHURCH
SPRINGFIELD, OHIO

DECEMBER 23, 2018

WEEK OF DECEMBER 24, 2018
MONDAY CHRISTMAS EVEST. RAPHAEL 4:30pm Raymond & Jeanne Brennan
10:00pm Aggie Tucker & John Tully

UPCOMING CALENDAR OF EVENTS

TUESDAY CHRISTMAS DAY
ST. RAPHAEL 10:00am Bardon & Missig Family

TODAY–
No CCD/ RCIA or Adult Faith Formation
DECORATING OF CHURCHES AFTER 10:30
MASSES
December 24th, 25th and 26th OFFICE CLOSED

WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY
FRIDAY

Saturday/ Sunday, December 29th & 30th
Regular Mass Schedule
No CCD/ RCIA or Adult Faith Formation

ST. JOSEPH

5:00pm Zettler Family
8:00pm For All Parishioners

12:10
12:10
12:10

Mike Powers– birth remembrance
Communion Service
Russ Guenther– birth remembrance

SATURDAY - ST. RAPHAEL – DECEMBER 29, 2018
4:30
Georgia Stoyanoff
SUNDAY - ST. RAPHAEL – DECEMBER 30, 2018
10:30
Scott Smith– 18th anniversary
SUNDAY - ST. JOSEPH – DECEMBER 30, 2018
8:00
For All Parishioners
10:30
Foreman & Schneider families
SATURDAY- ST. RAPHAEL CHURCH –DECEMBER 29, 2018
COORDINATOR– JOHN SHANAHAN
SERVERS
4:30
Jim Ryan, Rodgers O’Neill
LECTORS
4:30
Alicia DeWitt, Matt Roth
DISTRIBUTORS
4:30
Jill Reid, Larry DeWitt, Sissy
McFarland, Sy Roth, Bill DeWitt,
Patrick Gnau, Deborah DeWitt
SUNDAY- ST. RAPHAEL CHURCH –DECEMBER 30, 2018
COORDINATOR– PATTY LARGER
SERVERS
10:30
Courtney Hobbs, R Jameson
LECTORS
10:30
Mitch Hurst, Heather Marsh
DISTRIBUTORS 10:30
Dulce & Jonathan Hurst, Christine &
Monica Lough, Hannah Knisley,
Chelsie Davis, Jaye Garcia, Nancy
Lacey
SUNDAY- ST. JOSEPH CHURCH – DECEMBER 30, 2018
COORDINATOR– PAT KEARNS
SERVERS
8:00
Broderick Jones, Andrea Emory
LECTORS
8:00
Judy Stumpff, Rebecca Wilson
DISTRIBUTORS
8:00
Nicole Thompson, Jerry Stumpff,
Paula Shell, Vicki & David
Hermanowski
COORDINATOR– BARB ESTEP
SERVERS
10:30
Kylie & Brody Hannan
LECTORS
10:30
Sue Smedley, Tamara Abraham
DISTRIBUTORS 10:30
Erin & Shane Hannan, Tom & Tony
Hannon, Jerry Smedley, Karlee
Jeffers, Ron Spencer, Lee Ann
Inskeep
FUNERAL GREETERS FOR DECEMBER
Marty Tayloe, volunteer needed
WEEKLY COLLECTION UPDATES
Collections Needed each week

St. Joseph
$6,400.00

St. Raphael
$9,600.00

Do to bulletin printing deadlines we will not have a count of
what was given each week until the Jan. 6th bulletin .
Stay tuned!

May God Bless Your Stewardship

Sunday, January 6th
CCD/ RCIA & Adult Faith Formation resumes
Epiphany Celebration after 10:30 Masses,
Hoban Hall
Gifts for the Parent Infant Center returned
ALL AREA CHRISTMAS/ NEW YEAR MASSES
December 24th Christmas EvePrelude music begins 30 minutes prior to all Masses
St. Raphael at 4:30pm and 10pm
St. Joseph at 5pm and 8pm
St. Charles at 6:00pm THIS IS A CORRECTION
St Bernard at 4:30pm and 12 midnight
St Teresa at 4:30pm and 11pm
No 8am Mass at St Teresa
December 25th Christmas DaySt. Raphael at 10am
St Bernard at 9 am
St Teresa at 11 am no 8am Mass
December 31st
Mary, the Holy Mother of God– Vigil
St. Charles at 7pm THIS IS A CORRECTION
St Bernard at 4:30 pm
January 1st Mary, the Holy Mother of GodSt. Raphael at 10am
St Teresa at 9am
GIVING TREE The giving trees at St.
Joseph or St. Raphael are in the back of
each church. You are asked to donate a gift
or gifts to the Parent Infant Center. Just as
the Magi brought gifts to the Christ Child we
have donated gifts to the children in need
from this community for over 20 years.
The items in need are: washcloths, bath towels, baby
lotion, baby shampoo, infant sleepers, newborn and
small onesies, infant toys such as teethers and rattles,
nail clippers, brushes, ear thermometers, socks, crib
sheets and any other baby items are appreciated.
Please return the gifts to the giving tree by Epiphany
Sunday, January 6th.

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Reflections on Scripture
December 23, 2018 FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Too small. Too young. Too immature. God has a habit of
choosing people whom others find wanting. Micah tells of
an entire town, Bethlehem, that was judged “too small to
be among the clans of Judah” (Micah 5:1). Though it was
“O little town of Bethlehem,” God chose it for the birthplace
of our Lord. After all, it was also the birthplace of David,
immature himself, the youngest of Jesse’s sons,
overlooked by his own father. But he became king and
from his line was born the Savior of the world. No
observer in Judah would have guessed that Mary and
Elizabeth—one young and a virgin, the other old and
thought to be barren—would be chosen to bear the Son of
God and his herald. But Mary and Elizabeth accepted
their roles immediately and recognized God’s work in each
other.
“Blessed are you among women,” Elizabeth
immediately greets Mary, “and blessed is the fruit of your
womb” (Luke 1:42). Blessed indeed, for as Hebrews says,
“we have been consecrated through the offering of the
body of Jesus Christ once for all” (Hebrews 10:10). Truly,
“now his greatness shall reach to the ends of the
earth” (Micah 5:3).

As we approach Christmas, can you find God’s grace
in someone you’ve overlooked?

Readings for the Week of December 23, 2018
Sunday
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Mi 5:1-4a; Ps 80; Heb 10:5-10;Lk 1:39-45
Monday
Vigil Mass: Is 9:1-6;; Ps 96; Ti 2:11-14;
Lk 2:1-14
Tuesday
Solemnity of The Nativity of the Lord —
Christmas
Day Mass: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98; Heb 1:1-6;
Jn 1:1-18
Wednesday Feast of Saint Stephen, the First Martyr
Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Ps 31; Mt 10:17-22
Thursday Feast of Saint John, Apostle and
Evangelist
1 Jn 1:1-4; Ps 97; Jn 20:1a and 2-8
Friday
Feast of The Holy Innocents, Martyrs
1 Jn 1:5—2:2; Ps 124; Mt 2:13-18
Saturday
Saint Thomas Becket, Bishop and Martyr
1 Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96; Lk 2:22-35
Sunday
Feast of The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary
and Joseph
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14;Ps128; 1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24;
Lk 2:41-52

Epiphany Celebration
Let us continue our celebration of Christ’s entrance into our world.
When: Jan. 6th at noon
Where: St. Raphael Hoban Hall
There will be desserts, live music, fun and fellowship
Our annual crowning of the King and Queen of the New Year
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FEEDING THOSE IN NEED

DECEMBER 23, 2018

YOUTH FORMATION

OUR TURN TO SERVE– INTERFAITH HOSPITALITYSt Joseph/St Raphael is responsible for the dinner for the
Interfaith Hospitality Network
Friday, January 4th.

CCD NEWS~
Our Christmas break will include
December 23rd and December 30th.
Classes will resume on January 6th.

Please call Ann DuVall at 399-0334 if
you could prepare a dish or serve.
We usually feed around 30 adults and
children. What a great Advent/
Christmas family activity.

CHILDREN’S CATECHUMENATE BEGINS
JANUARY 6TH
Has your child been baptized? Does she or he need to
“catch up” on 1st Eucharist or confirmation? Children’s
Catechumenate classes are for children aged 2-17 who
need to receive one or more of the Sacraments of
Initiation. Classes begin Jan. 6th at 9:00am in the St.
Raphael Parish Center.
To register your child please call Lisa Lenard at 323-7523
ext 17 by January 4th.

HIGH SCHOOL Core Team MEETING
Sunday, January 6, 2019 11:35-12:15pm Hoban Hall
All high school students are invited to the lower level of St.
Raphael Church at 11:35am Sunday, January 6th for
planning, food and fun. Our meeting will happen during the
Epiphany Celebration so there will be lots of good food to
share. We will also join in for the 12 Days of Christmas!
The winter plans need to be
made! If you cannot make
the meeting we can keep
you updated by Facebook or
email.
Contact
Evie
Chatfield, Katie Lloyd, Elly
Deerwester,
Sy
Roth,
Lauren Stannard Meara
Franzen or Deacon Norm at
323-7523 ext 18.

Souper Bowl of Caring– Feb 3, 2019
Lock In Planning—March 17, 2019 11:40-1pm
Lenten Lock In– March 23, 2019
4:30pm– midnight

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

OUR PARISH COMMUNITY
RITE OF ACCEPTANCE:
St. Joseph/St. Raphael parish will celebrate the Rite of
Acceptance on Sunday, January 6th at the 10:30 Mass at
St. Joseph. This is the liturgical rite welcoming our RCIA
participants into our faith community.
It marks the
beginning of the Catechumenate proper for those desiring
to receive the sacraments of initiation (Baptism,
Confirmation, and Eucharist), and through this rite, the
Church accepts their intention to respond to God’s call to
follow the way of Christ. They will then be formally called
Catechumens. Also, at this time, those already baptized
who wish to be received into full communion in the Church
will be formally welcomed as Candidates.
The
Catechumens and Candidates will now gather with the
Catholic community each Sunday at the 10:30 Mass at St.
Raphael for the first part of the Mass, during which
together, we hear the Scriptures, respond to them, and
reflect on the meaning of God’s Word for us personally and
as a community through the homily.
After the
intercessions, the Catechumens and Candidates are
dismissed and with their catechist continue a process of
reflection and application of the Word of God proclaimed in
the Sunday assembly. In addition to this important time,
with the help of a sponsor, the Catechumens and
Candidates are introduced to other members of the parish
community and take part in parish activities.
Please keep them in
your
prayers
and
welcome them into
our faith community.

In Mary’s Name Sodality wants to thank the Springfield
Catholic community for the great outpouring of support our
seminarians received through our annual cookie sale. The
sale and generous donations $3700.00 this year and more
continues to come in. What a blessing, Mary Our Mother is
our patroness and our example of charity.
IMNS members are women from all
the Springfield parishes. We are united
in love an fellowship. We continue to
be open to more members. Dues are a
daily rosary and Vocation Prayer. If a
member can’t pray a daily rosary,
fervent Hail Mary suffices.
We thank you.
Alicia DeWitt, IMNS President.

When you are in the hospital–
Springfield Regional Hospital chaplain, Fr. Emmanuel
along with volunteers from local parishes bring the
Eucharist to Catholic patients. However, HIPAA
regulations prohibit giving out information on specific
patients so please let the hospital know you want to
receive Communion– and let the parish office know when
you are in the hospital.

Pastoral Care of the Sick – Anointing of the Sick
DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE THAT IS HOMEBOUNDPlease let us know
We sent out 92 gift bags to those from our parish that
cannot join us on Sundays this past weekend for Christmas.
They are always very touched by the gifts, the cards and the
visits. Many of these people also receive the Eucharist in
their home or in the facility where they live. They can also
have a bulletin mailed to them.
Do you know of anyone that is not able to come to Mass
that we need to add to our list? Would you like to be one of
our volunteers that take Eucharist to the homebound of the
parish?
Contact Patty Larger at 323-7523 ext 12 or at
plarger@catholicweb.com

Anointing of the sick can be offered when someone is
seriously ill, requires surgery, or if the same illness or
conditions becomes more serious. Please contact the
parish office to make arrangements in advance of your
need. Fr. Bill will also come to the sick person at home, at
a nursing facility, or the hospital if Fr. Emmanuel, the
hospital chaplain is not available.

Ministry to the Dying – Anointing and/or Viaticum
If a person is near death, he or she may be anointed.
However, if the person is able to swallow, it is
recommended that they receive the Eucharist as Viaticum.
The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick ought to be
celebrated at the beginning of the illness. Viaticum is to be
celebrated when death is close. The Eucharist, given as
Viaticum, is food for the passage through death to eternal
life. A priest, deacon or lay Eucharistic Minister may give
Viaticum to the dying person.
Please call the parish office at 323-7523. After hours,
please call the office number and follow the prompts for
the emergency contact number.

ST. JOSEPH ~ ST. RAPHAEL CHURCH
SPRINGFIELD, OHIO

DECEMBER 23, 2018

**Update**Maintenance Corner
ST. RAPHAEL- HOORAY we made it through the summer! The new 30 ton Carrier AC unit will be installed in the spring.
The reason for the delay is mostly because of the warranty. We decided it was a better idea not to start the warranty clock
during the winter when the AC system would not be utilized. The new one will be much more efficient, so that will be good
for our utility bills. Please, continue putting donations into the Maintenance and Facilities fund envelopes. I have received
over $20,000 in donations so far. THANK-YOU! We appreciate your generosity and understanding!
The west wall project in Hoban Hall has commenced. We received approval from the Landmarks Commission to fill in the
wells to grade, install damp proofing and peat gravel, have smaller windows above grade and put an interior ditch with
gravel. Originally, we were going to install a sump pump but we had some complications and the damp proofing of the
window wells has made a drastic improvement with water infiltration so we determined a sump pump may not be necessary
after all. The west side steps on the outside will also be removed and relayed to slant slightly away from the church to keep
water from running on that side. The total for this work is a little less than $100,000. This work will take about 10 weeks.
While the project to remodel the bathrooms in the St. Raphael Parish Center was happening, it was discovered that there
was no liner in the chimney for the boiler exhaust. We purchased a new liner that will be installed soon. This will cost about
$8,500.
We also just installed a new hot water tank in Hoban Hall that feeds the bathrooms. This was about $350.
At some point in the not too distant future, we may need to address some issues with the painted glass windows at
BOTH CHURCHES. I will keep you informed about this as I get information. The caulking around the protective
outer windows is beginning to fail. There are new, nicer materials available to protect the windows that will not cloud. At St.
Raphael, we also have some windows that are not protected. There are also some interior issues that may need to be
addressed at both churches.
ST. JOSEPH- The ramp project has commenced. Unfortunately, the steps will have to be fixed in the spring due to
weather conditions. We also will not have the railings installed for the ramp until after the first of the year. This means the
ramp will not be able to be utilized for Christmas Masses. I deeply apologize for the inconvenience. The lead time for the
railings is 4 weeks. The ramp has to be completed before accurate measurements can be taken to do the railings. The
ramp project will be $37,500 for the ramp and steps and the railings will cost $13,500. Due to your generosity, we have
enough money in the maintenance fund to pay for this project.
The maintenance guys repaired the railing going up to the choir loft at St. Joseph. Please, be careful when using this railing.
They have re-anchored it several times. Because of its location, there is not much more they can do to keep it anchored.
While I understand those steps are difficult, I want to warn people that there may come a time when it gets more and more
unstable if it is being leaned on too heavily. Please, be careful!
We had to purchase a new boiler motor for St. Joseph Church. This cost $410.
Once the ramp/step project is completed in the spring, I will revisit painting several deteriorated areas in the church at St.
Joseph. Much of this will depend on how much money is left after the ramp/step project is paid for. Your continued support
of the Maintenance and Facilities fund is vital to the determination of what work can be completed. Thank-you!
Please also keep in mind that we are required to send 9.5% of our donations to the Archdiocese. We also have to pay
building insurance. This year the assessments and building insurance costs will be as follows:
St. Joseph assessment: $33,399.08
St. Joseph insurance: $8,140.92
St. Raphael assessment: $51,594.63 ($7,381.42 of that is assessed at 5.7% for the capital campaign)
St. Raphael insurance: $18,217.49
PLEASE CONSIDER ELECTRONIC GIVING: Do you have fees for writing checks? Have you missed Mass some
weekends and missed donating? Please consider giving electronically. You can do this by going to the following websites:
For St. Joseph: https://josephraphaelspringfield1.weshareonline.org/
For St. Raphael: https://josephraphaelspringfield.weshareonline.org/
You can have it taken out of your checking, savings, or pay by credit card and earn points (if you have a credit card that
offers rewards). If you need assistance, please call Bri at the office 323-7523. This makes things more convenient for
giving. The parish can also save money by not having to send out as many donation envelopes.
We still owe $8,000 ($4,000 for St. Raphael and $4,000 for St. Joseph) on the loans we received to update the lighting in
our 5 buildings. I expect to have those loans paid off before the June of 2019.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at bbeedy@catholicweb.com or at the office.

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
MASS WILL ONLY BE CANCELLED if we are at a level 3 snow emergency.
We DO encourage everyone to use your best judgement about driving in from your area when the roads are icy.
A level 3 is rarely issued but there are many times that it might not be safe to drive.
Driving during a Level 2 snow emergency is also considered hazardous.
For gatherings like CCD, Bible Study and Youth events–
We will decide and post the closing in serval places. WDTN is the local channel that we use
for closing; also look at our website (www.josephraphael.org) and our facebook page. Please know that if you see a delay
or cancellation on any of these sites it is valid; we are probably working on getting it on the others. Hopefully, we will not
have a need to cancel this winter.
LEVEL 2: Roadways are hazardous with blowing and drifting snow. Only those who feel it is necessary to drive
should be out on the roads. Contact your employer to see if you should report to work.
LEVEL 3: All roadways are closed to non-emergency personnel. No one should be out during these conditions unless it
is absolutely necessary to travel or a personal emergency exists. All employees should contact their employer to see if they
should report to work. Those traveling on the roads may subject themselves to arrest.

HAVE YOU DROPPED YOUR LANDLINE? CHANGED YOUR EMAIL?
Please update us with your new contact
information. We have discovered that many of the numbers and email addresses in our database are incorrect. We can’t
keep current without your help. If you have a change email it to plarger@catholicweb.com or call the office at 323-7523
ext 12.
You could also put a note with your new phone number/email address in and envelope and drop it into
the collection. We are trying to use email addresses when possible in order to save time and postage.
These are important links between this community and you.
Thank you for your help.

