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The St. Joseph and St. Raphael
Parish Community would like
to welcome everyone to the
beginning of the Christmas Season.
Now the 12 day celebration begins!
Christ is born! Whether you are a
member of our parish, an occasional
visitor, or joining us for the first time,
your presence has enriched our
celebration. This special Christmas
bulletin is filled with articles that look
back on our year and hopefully give
visitors a glimpse into who we aspire to
be as an active Body of Christ.

SACRAMENTS:
Baptism: Parents are to participate in our preparation program to setting a date for their child’s baptism.
Call the Parish Office to register.
Marriage: Engaged couples are to participate in
our marriage preparation program beginning no late than
six months prior to the proposed wedding date. Call the
Parish Office to set up an initial meeting: no dates will be
given over the phone.
Reconciliation: Saturday, 3:00pm to 4:00pm
and the second Tuesday of each month, 7:00pm to
8:00pm, at St. Raphael Church or by appointment.
RCIA: A process for the reception of adults into the Church. Please contact Fr. Kramer at the Parish Office.

PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: CCD meets each
Sunday from September-May at the St. Raphael Parish
Center from 9:00am—10:10am.
CATHOLIC CENTRAL SCHOOL:
website: ccirish.org
David Fuller– President
Principal (K-8): Mrs. Shannon DeWesse
Principal (9-12): Mr. Patrick Rizer

HAVE YOU VISITED OUR WEBSITE?

www.josephraphael.org
Find out what’s new on our parish website:
• Upcoming events
• Parish schedules
• Uplifting spiritual information
• Registration forms
• Volunteer opportunities
• Other important information
Like us on Facebook—
St. Joseph / St. Raphael Parish
to receive updates directly in your News
Feed.

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD

Reflections on Scripture
December 25, 2018 YEAR OF LUKE
SOLEMNITY OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD
We celebrate the transformative power of a little baby.
Our Savior was born on this holy night and the readings
attest to the transformation he brought. Centuries before
his birth, Isaiah looked forward to this day. Light will shine
in the land of gloom. Rejoicing will come to those who are
burdened. The vestiges of war and the tools of oppression
will be destroyed as the land is transformed to one of
justice and peace. Luke tells us that the angel who visited
the shepherds transformed their fear to joy and their
routine watch over their flock to an extraordinary night.
Significantly, the angel first announces the good news of
great joy to shepherds, people on the lowest rung of
society, not to kings, wise men, or priests. Moreover, the
Son of God is found in swaddling clothes and lying in a
stable, not in gold robes in a palace or temple. Through
Jesus, God has transformed the world, our perspective,
and our lives. God transformed the world not just two
thousand years ago, but now, and every time Jesus is
made present in it. So now we, a transformed people, can
look forward, “as we await the blessed hope, the
appearance of the glory of our great God and savior Jesus
Christ” (Titus 2:13).

How does Jesus transform my life?

~STEWARDSHIP PRAYER-~
My parish is composed of people like me.
I help make it what it is. It will be friendly, if
I am.
It will be holy, if I am.
Its pews will be filled, if I help fill them.
It will do great work, if I work.
It will be prayerful, if I pray.
It will make generous gifts to many causes,
if I am a generous giver.
It will bring others into worship, if I invite
and
bring them in.
It will be a place of loyalty and love, of
fearlessness and faith, of compassion,
charity and mercy,
if I, who make it what it is, am filled with
these same things.
Amen.

We would like to thank everyone who
has given so generously of their time,
their talents and their treasure to our St.
Joseph/ St. Raphael Parish Community
over this past year.
Fr. Bill, Deacon Norm, Deacon John,
Brianna, Lisa, Patty, Mike, Anna,
Todd and Rusty.
Your Parish Staff

The Rosary is prayed each weekday at
11:30am prior to the 12:10 Mass at St.
Raphael.
Please consider gathering for prayer.
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COMING IN JANUARY
RITE OF ACCEPTANCE:
St. Joseph/St. Raphael parish will celebrate the Rite of
Acceptance on Sunday, January 6th at the 10:30 Mass at
St. Joseph. This is the liturgical rite welcoming our RCIA
participants into our faith community.
It marks the
beginning of the Catechumenate proper for those desiring
to receive the sacraments of initiation (Baptism,
Confirmation, and Eucharist), and through this rite, the
Church accepts their intention to respond to God’s call to
follow the way of Christ. They will then be formally called
Catechumens. Also, at this time, those already baptized
who wish to be received into full communion in the Church
will be formally welcomed as Candidates.
The
Catechumens and Candidates will now gather with the
Catholic community each Sunday at the 10:30 Mass at St.
Raphael for the first part of the Mass, during which
together, we hear the Scriptures, respond to them, and
reflect on the meaning of God’s Word for us personally and
as a community through the homily.
After the
intercessions, the Catechumens and Candidates are
dismissed and with their catechist continue a process of
reflection and application of the Word of God proclaimed in
the Sunday assembly. In addition to this important time,
with the help of a sponsor, the Catechumens and
Candidates are introduced to other members of the parish
community and take part in parish activities.
Please keep them in your prayers and welcome them
into our faith community.

DECEMBER 25, 2018
UPCOMING CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Monday, December 31st
Mary, the Holy Mother of God– Vigil
St. Charles at 7 pm
St Bernard at 4:30 pm
Tuesday, January 1st
Mary, the Holy Mother of GodSt. Raphael at 10am
St Teresa at 9am
Office Closed—Jan 1st
Friday, January 4th
Meal for Interfaith Hospitality
Sunday, January 6th
CCD/ RCIA & Adult Faith Formation resumes
Children’s Catechumenate 9-10:10am
Rite of Acceptance– 10:30 Mass St. Joseph
Epiphany Celebration after 10:30 Masses,
Hoban Hall
Core Team– 11:35am Hoban Hall
Gifts for the Parent Infant Center returned
Monday, January 7th & 14th
No Evening Bible Study
Tuesday, January 8th
Grief Group 2:00pm Parish Office
Evening Confessions 7-8pm St. Raphael Church
Wednesday, January 9th & 23rd
Recovery Group 10-11am Parish Office
Sunday, January 13th
Journey Parent/Child Meeting 9-10:10am
St. Raphael Parish Center
Wednesday, January 16th
Volunteers needed for Soup Kitchen 4:30-6pm

CHILDREN’S CATECHUMENATE BEGINS
JANUARY 6TH
Has your child been baptized? Does she or he need to
“catch up” on 1st Eucharist or confirmation? Children’s
Catechumenate classes are for children aged 2-17 who
need to receive one or more of the Sacraments of Initiation.
Classes begin Jan. 6th at 9:00am in the St. Raphael Parish
Center.
To register your child please call Lisa Lenard at
323-7523 ext 17 by January 3rd.

GIVING TREE The giving trees at St. Joseph or St.
Raphael are in the back of each church. You
are asked to donate a gift or gifts to the
Parent Infant Center. Just as the Magi
brought gifts to the Christ Child we have
donated gifts to the children in need from
this community for over 20 years.
The items in need are: washcloths, bath
towels, baby lotion, baby shampoo, infant sleepers,
newborn and small onesies, infant toys such as teethers
and rattles, nail clippers, brushes, ear thermometers,
socks, crib sheets and any other baby items are
appreciated.
Please return the gifts to the giving tree by
Epiphany Sunday, January 6th.

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD

Epiphany Celebration

Make plans to join in the fun
Let us continue our celebration of Christ’s entrance into our world.
When: Jan. 6th at noon
Where: St. Raphael Hoban Hall
There will be desserts, live music, fun and fellowship
Our annual crowning of the King and Queen of the New Year
and our group sing along to the 12 Days of Christmas!!
Which table will you choose?

A LOOK BACK AT FUN AND
FELLOWSHIP ALL YEAR LONG–
HOPE YOU WERE THERE!
St. Martin’s Day, Parish Picnic, Mardi Gras,
Anniversary Mass/ Reception,
Coffeehouse, Card Party, Advent and
Lenten Retreats, Trunk or Treat, Sr.
Dorothy Stang luncheon
CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE
FOR GREAT PICTURES OF EACH
EVENT!!
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YOUTH FORMATION
CCD NEWS

HIGH SCHOOL Core Team MEETING NEXT SUNDAY

Classes will resume

January 6, 2019 11:35-12:15pm Hoban Hall

SUNDAY, January 6th.

All high school students are invited to the lower level of St.
Raphael Church at 11:35am Sunday, January 6th for
planning, food and fun. Our meeting will happen during the
Epiphany Celebration so there will be lots of good food to
share. We will also join in for the 12 Days of Christmas!

St. Raphael Parish Center
9-10:10am.
New students always welcome
The Joy of Many Young Families!
By Deacon Norm Horstman
St Joseph St Raphael is blessed to have many, many kind
and loving young families. Some have just moved into the
area others have roots that go back many generations. As
Jesus calls us to come to Him he calls us to come together
and form as His Family. There is a positive momentum that
comes from gathering in joy. Jesus uses you to call and
invite others to come to him. Invite others to join you at
mass, Catholic Central, CCD, Youth Ministry activities and
parish wide activities. Let them know how much your family
needs other families to make connections with and build life
long relationships. Our Catholic faith and community is a
treasure we give our children and grandchildren. Introduce
yourself. Get to know others and the schools they go to.
Look for them at Mass. Connect on social media. If you
have any questions, ideas, or suggestions on how we can
better come to Jesus please call Deacon Norm at 323-7523
or nhorstman@catholicweb.com.

High School Youth Activities from 2018- Our High
School students gather on the 1st Sunday of each month
for Core Team Meetings where they plan a variety of
activities for the year that are social, spiritual and service
oriented. Youth ministry is built on relationships between
Jesus, the High School Student and other members of the
parish. Some of our yearly events include: Fall Lock in
with service and outdoor Rosary, Lenten Lock in with
Service and Stations of the Cross on the Esplanade, 8th
grade welcome breakfast, Senior Mass and breakfast, Los
Mariachi Dinner, Bonfire, Movie Nights, Bowing, Candy
making, Caroling, Souper Bowl of Caring and the Gordon
Food fundraiser. Thanks go to our students, their Parents,
Grandparents, Godparents and all who love them.

The winter plans need to be
made! If you cannot make
the meeting we can keep
you updated by Facebook or
email.
Contact
Evie
Chatfield, Katie Lloyd, Elly
Deerwester,
Sy
Roth,
Lauren Stannard Meara
Franzen or Deacon Norm at
323-7523 ext 18.

Souper Bowl of Caring– Feb 3, 2019

Lock in change from Last Week’s bulletin
Lock In Planning—March 10th
Lenten Lock In– March 16, 2019
4pm– midnight
ARE YOU PLANNING YOUR SUMMER VACATION?
Don’t miss out on Scripture Safari!
Our Vacation Bible School, Scripture Safari, is
planned for July 8th through the 12th. Classes
begin for 4 year olds through those entering
the 6th grade. But don’t feel like you have
outgrown Safari! Helpers are needed in all areas. Teens
can begin helping when they are entering the 7th grade
through high school. This is a great service hour
opportunity. And we are happy to have adults helpers from
any age group! If you have any questions contact Patty,
at the parish office at 323-7523 ext. 12.
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION
MONDAY NIGHT BIBLE
STUDY– 7-8:30pm
St. Joseph Parish Center
We resume on Jan. 21 with a
look at the book f James. This
study will last six weeks, from
Jan. 21-Feb. 25.
Our Lenten study begins
March 4 -April 8. During
Lent, we will focus on Relating
as Jesus would.”
THURSDAY MORNING
BIBLE STUDY– 10– 11am
St. Joseph Parish Center
Taking a break but will return
after the first of the year.
Sunday Morning Adult Faith resumes on Jan. 6th with “The Turning Point,” a video series on The Gospel of John.
Come meet people that you won’t find anywhere else in the Bible, people who were transformed by their encounters with Jesus. By entering into their miraculous stories, you will encounter Jesus in a personal way and develop
a deeper relationship with him that will transform your everyday life. Sunday Morning Adult Faith meets on the main
floor of the St. Raphael Parish Center at 9:00-10:10 a.m. (during the CCD hour).

PARISH PRAYER CHAIN– PLEASE JOIN USEmail Patty Larger at plarger@catholicweb.com to be
included in the Parishes email prayer chain. You are invited
to send in any prayer requests and asked to lift up in prayer
the intentions that are sent out.

TAIZE PRAYER
St. Raphael Church
FEBRUARY 24TH 5PM-6PM

“Pray continually” 1 Thessalonians 5:17.

DEEPENING (CONTEMPLATIVE)
PRAYER
FOURTH TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH
JANUARY 22, 2019
7:00 P.M. - ST. RAPHAEL NARTHEX
The Deepening group is an experience of
contemplative prayer resting in repetitive
sacred music. Sr. Joan Chittister says of Benedictine prayer
that the power lies in the regularity "like the dripping of a
faucet on the ground of our hearts". For more information
call Patty Larger at 323-75232, ext. 12, or email at
plarger@catholicweb.com

Enjoy a restorative break.
Join in an ecumenical service of peaceful music,
contemplative prayer, and silent reflection .
We hosted this prayer service in June, now we hope
that you will gather again for prayer and fellowship. A
light meal to follow.
This is offered on the 4th Sunday of each month at a
variety of churches in the Springfield area.
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SERVING THOSE IN NEED
OUR TURN TO SERVE– INTERFAITH HOSPITALITYSt Joseph/St Raphael is responsible for the dinner for the
Interfaith Hospitality Network
Friday, January 4th.

YOU CAN SERVE , JANUARY 16, 2019
4:00—6:15 p.m.

Please call Ann DuVall at 399-0334 if you
could prepare a dish or serve. We usually
feed around 30 adults and children. What a great Advent/
Christmas family activity.

830 WEST MAIN ST.
(enter through east alley door)

THROUGHOUT THE YEAR
HERE ARE SOME OF THE
COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS
AND SPECIAL COLLECTIONS
THAT WE SUPPORT

“Rainbow Table”
The “Rainbow Table” is a program of Saint John’s Lutheran
Church, 27 N. Wittenberg Ave., that serves a nutritious
meal every Friday from Noon to 1:00 p.m. , to those in
need. Each month a different congregation volunteers to
help prepare, serve and clean-up after the meal on Fridays
within the month. In December, a different congregation
volunteers for each Friday. St. Joseph-St. Raphael
Church is scheduled during the month of February.
If you would like to help those in need, you can volunteer
to help from 9:00 a.m. to Noon to help prepare the food,
wrap silverware, fill food sacks-to-go, etc. We help serve
the meal (cafeteria style), and carry trays for children or
those needing assistance from Noon to 1:00 p.m. From
1:00 p.m. to 1:30 or 2:00 p.m., we clean tables and
chairs and the serving areas. You can work the entire time
or just an hour or two. Our regularly scheduled months are
February and June, in which we work each Friday of that
month. If you have questions, please call Vicki Fourman,
324-1878. You may call me or just show up on
December 21st to volunteer.

POLICY FOR MINOR VOLUNTEERS
We have to have a policy for any volunteer under 18
years of age because of the way we serve. We are
different because we don't have lines where guests pick
up their food. We take orders from our guests and bring
the food to the tables. Due to Archdiocesan policy the
parish cannot take responsibility for children at this event.
Minors must have a parent for supervision and they must
take responsibility. We recommend children not younger
then 10 years old depending on the maturity of the
individual which will be parent and manager in charge of
Soup Kitchen decision.
DESSERT TABLE FROM
OUR THANKSGIVING
MEAL FOR THE NEEDY–
550 MEALS SERVED!!
Now we look forward to
our Summer Cook out in
July! Hope to see you
there!
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ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
St. Vincent de Paul is always looking for
volunteers to perform a variety of
ministries on both an occasional and
ongoing basis.
Inspired by Gospel values, the Society of St.
Vincent de Paul, a Catholic lay organization, leads women
and men to join together to grow spiritually by offering
person-to-person service to those who are needy and
suffering in the tradition of its founder, Blessed Frederic
Ozanam, and patron, Saint Vincent de Paul. As a reflection
of the whole family of God, members, who are known as
Vincentians, are drawn from every ethnic and cultural
background, age group, and economic level. Vincentians
are united in an international society of charity by their spirit
of poverty, humility, and sharing, which is nourished by
prayer and reflection, mutually supportive gatherings and
adherence to a basic Rule. Organized locally, Vincentians
witness God's love by embracing all works of charity and
justice. The Society collaborates with other people of good
will in relieving need and addressing its causes, making no
distinction in those served because, in them, Vincentians
see the face of Christ.
St. Joseph/St. Raphael parish is host to Holy Trinity
Conference. (Conferences are the basic element of the
Society.)
Membership is not required to volunteer at the store or food
pantry or to put together food baskets or provide emergency
assistance. Contact Steve Gordin, Dan Herider, Tom
Larger, Connie Kearns, Alicia DeWitt or any member of the
society for more information.
St. Joseph/St. Raphael Parish has been recognized as a
Laudato Si community by the Archdiocese of
Cincinnati. This means that our parish has been certified
as “green” and as living in accord with Pope
Francis’ encyclical on the environment. Our parish had to
check off many achievements to earn this banner including
hosting educational programs on environmental issues,
taking steps to reduce our waste and carbon footprint,
committing to use renewable resources whenever possible,
and demonstrating that a certain percentage of our
parishioners do the same thing at home. Bri Beedy, our
business manager, who has been responsible for many of
the steps our parish has taken to reduce our carbon
footprint, received our Laudato Si banner seen below.

WE GATHER TOGETHER
The Sunday Liturgy is the source and the summit of
our faith. Our Liturgies depend on your participation
as the Body of Christ. This may be as simple as your active
participation during Mass but we also need people to serve
in our liturgical ministries as Eucharistic Ministers, Lectors,
Altar Servers, Gift Bearers and Choir Members. We have
just entered “The Year of Luke” year C in the church’s cyle
of readings. We are excited about Luke’s Gospel and plan
to live it to the fullest.

If you are interested in being trained as a Eucharistic
Minister or Lector we require that you have received
the Sacrament of Confirmation. The ministry of Altar Server
is open to boys and girls who are in the 4th grade or older.
Adult servers are also welcome. Adults who are available
during daytime hours are needed to serve at funerals
throughout the year. All Liturgical Ministers are scheduled
at the Mass time of their choice and are able to block out
dates when they are not available.
We are currently in need of Servers for the St. Raphael
4:30 and both St. Joseph Masses - 8am and 10:30am.

The St. Joseph and the St. Raphael choirs are always
looking for new members to join them in their ministry.
Both choirs sing at Masses from September through May.
St. Joseph choir is directed by Anna Colby and sings at
the 10:30 am Mass practicing on Wednesday evenings
from 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm. St. Raphael choir is directed by
Mike Ahern and sings at the 11:00 am Mass practicing on
Wednesday evening from 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm.

BEREAVEMENT COMMITTEE
The Bereavement Committee serves the families of
deceased members of the parish by providing food and
other assistance when a death occurs.
Members of the bereavement committee provide
luncheon items for a reception following the funeral. Help
is always needed to cook, serve, and wash dishes. This
ministry is coordinated by Teresa Pitstick, Donna Misocky
and Thelma Ray.
We currently need people that are willing to
greet at funerals. Two greeters are assigned each
month. They are asked to arrive at the church 30 minutes
prior to the funeral to welcome the family and assist
visitors. Call the office if you are interested.
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PARISH SMALL GROUPS
ROSARY MAKERS—The Our Lady’s Rosary Makers,
based in Louisville, KY have been operating for
70 years. Our local Rosary Makers send
completed Rosaries to Kentucky where they are
then sent across the globe. This is a ministry
that can be done at home. On the 1st Thursday
of most months members of this group come to
get supplies to make Rosaries at home.
In Mary’s Name SodalityIMNS members are women
from all the Springfield
parishes. We are united in
love an fellowship. We
continue to be open to more
members. Dues are a daily
rosary and Vocation Prayer.
If a member can’t pray a
daily rosary, fervent Hail
Mary suffices.
Alicia DeWitt,
IMNS President

SECULAR FRANCISCIANS
St. Francis said, “Preach always. Use
words if necessary.”
Secular Franciscan Order, formally
known as Third Order, was founded over 800 years ago by
St. Francis of Assisi and is canonically established by the
Pope and the Roman Catholic Church. Franciscans believe that all have a special, noble calling but cannot

Grief Support Group
Are you grieving the loss of someone close to you? It
helps to talk to someone who understands. Our grief support group meets the Second Tuesday of each month at
2:00 in the parish office. Our next meeting is Tuesday,
Jan. 8. For more information or questions, contact
Lisa Lenard at 323-7523 or
llenard@catholicweb.com.
Grief support groups are not a substitute
for grief counseling. Rather they are a
time for those who are going through the
stages of grief to share with each other.

St. Joseph ~ St. Raphael Recovery Gathering
"While I breathe, I hope.” St Andrew
January 9th & 23rd from 10-11 am

The monthly Recovery Gathering typically meets in the St.
Joseph/ St. Raphael Parish offices at 225 E High St. on the
2nd and 4th Wednesday each month. This month we will
get back to our twice a month
gatherings on
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 9TH & 23RD .The mission of
the Recovery Gatherings are to encourage, support and
walk with those seeking to recover from addiction and
mental illness and those who love them. There are many
programs and people who can help with recovery but it is
often hard to take the 1st step to identify and accept the
problem. It is also hard to accept that recovery may be a
difficult and ongoing process that does not end. That is
why we need to support and encourage each other. The
meeting is open to all.
For more information contact Norm Horstman at
323-7523 ext. 18, or email horstman@catholicweb.com

achieve it alone; we need other people to help us seek
God and serve others. To be a member, one must be wellgrounded in Catholic Christian doctrine and have a true
concern to do something with your knowledge and concern
for our fellow human beings and for themselves. St. Francis said, “I have done what is mine to do; now you do
what is yours to do”. Our Lady of Mercy Fraternity gathers monthly at St Joseph Parish Center. For more information, contact Lillian White or any Secular Franciscan.

THERE ARE MANY OTHER SMALL GROUPS THAT
VOLUNTEER IN OUR PARISH– too many to fit in this
bulletin.
Gardening Angels, Eucharistic Ministers to the
Homebound, Collection Counters, Office Volunteers,
Church Cleaning Crews, Launderers, those that take care
of the candles and flowers in the church– all vital to this
parish.
Call the office and we can help you find your niche in
this parish family.
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LEAVING A LEGACY
In your end of life planning, have you ever thought about
Leaving a Legacy to St. Joseph/St. Raphael? Do you need
information about how to leave a legacy? Planned giving is
easy to do and there are many current benefits to the
process, such as tax advantages, sources of income,
convenience, and peace of mind. If you would like more
information, please contact Brianna Beedy at the parish
office,
323-7523,
ext.
11,
or
email
at
bbeedy@catholicweb.com .
FOR YOUR OWN SAFETY
Please use the crosswalk when crossing
the street in front of St. Raphael church.
We have had reports of some near
misses.
We want everyone to arrive at mass at go home safely.

MASS WILL ONLY BE CANCELLED if we are at a level 3
snow emergency.
We DO encourage everyone
to use your best judgement
about driving in from your area
when the roads are icy.
A level 3 is rarely issued
but there are many times that it might not be safe to drive.
Driving during a Level 2 snow emergency is also considered hazardous.
For gatherings like CCD, Bible Study and Youth events–
We will decide and post the closing in serval places. WDTN
is the local channel that we use for closing; also look at our
website (www.josephraphael.org) and our facebook page.
Please know that if you see a delay or cancellation on any
of these sites it is valid; we are probably working on getting
it on the others. Hopefully, we will not have a need to cancel
this winter.

HAVE YOU DROPPED YOUR LANDLINE? CHANGED YOUR EMAIL?
Please update us with your new contact
information. We have discovered that many of the numbers and email addresses in our database are incorrect. We can’t
keep current without your help. If you have a change email it to plarger@catholicweb.com or call the office at 323-7523
ext 12.
You could also put a note with your new phone number/email address in and envelope and drop it into
the collection. We are trying to use email addresses when possible in order to save time and postage.
These are important links between this community and you.
Thank you for your help.

