ST. JOSEPH ~ ST. RAPHAEL CHURCH
SPRINGFIELD, OHIO
WEEK OF MARCH 4, 2019
MONDAY
12:10
Communion Service
TUESDAY
12:10
Tom Hearlihy
ASH WEDNESDAY 12:10 St. Raphael Cosmas Catanzaro
6:30pm St. Joseph For All Parishioners
THURSDAY
12:10
Communion Service
FRIDAY
12:10 Fr. Robert Thorsen– moved from 26th
SATURDAY - ST. RAPHAEL – MARCH 9, 2019
4:30
Michael Leroy Caylor
SUNDAY - ST. RAPHAEL – MARCH 10, 2019
10:30
Sadlier family

MARCH 3, 2019
UPCOMING CALENDAR OF EVENTS
TODAY–
Sunday, March 3rd
Journey Meeting– 9-10:10am St. Raphael PC.
Mardi Gras Celebration After 10:30 Masses
St. Joseph Parish Center
Wednesday, March 6th
Ash Wednesday– Masses 12:10 St. Raphael
6:30 St. Joseph

SUNDAY - ST. JOSEPH – MARCH 10, 2019
8:00
For All Parishioners
10:30
Florence C. Shay– birthday

Fridays, March 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th
Stations of the Cross– St. Joseph Church 5:30pm

SATURDAY- ST. RAPHAEL CHURCH –MARCH 9 , 2019
COORDINATOR– VICKI FOURMAN
SERVERS
4:30
Roni Roth, Bill DeWitt
LECTORS
4:30
Jill Reid, Myron Sonneborn
DISTRIBUTORS
4:30
Steve & Kim DeWitt, Larry Longo,
Diane Jenkins, Sissy McFarland, Sy
Roth, Donna Hall

Sunday, March 10th
Core Team– Date Change 11:40am Hoban Hall
Rite of Sending & Election– RCIA

SUNDAY- ST. RAPHAEL CHURCH –MARCH 10, 2019
COORDINATOR– PATTY LARGER
SERVERS
10:30
Cami & Carli Burke
LECTORS
10:30
Mary Beth McFarland, Mike Stannard
DISTRIBUTORS 10:30
Lauren & Tracy Stannard, Hannah
Knisley, Nancy Lacey, John
Blumenshine, Kathy Rigel, Lori Clark,
Mary Ann Cochran
SUNDAY- ST. JOSEPH CHURCH – MARCH 10, 2109
COORDINATOR– PAT KEARNS
SERVERS
8:00
Joseph Greentree, Broderick Jones
LECTORS
8:00
Rebecca Wilson, Connie Greentree
DISTRIBUTORS
8:00
Nicole Thompson, Deacon John
Collins, Shawn, Hannah &
MacKenzie Taylor

Tuesday, March 12th
Grief Group 2pm Parish Business Office
Evening Confessions 7-8pm St. Raphael Church
Please use the ramp entrance
Wednesday, March 13th & 27th
Recovery Group– 10-11am Parish Business Office
Saturday, March 16th
High School Lenten Lock In– 4-midnight

Mardi Gras TODAY
11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
At the St. Joseph Parish Center

COORDINATOR– MIKE ROBBINS
SERVERS
10:30
Matthew Wiles, Kylie Hannan
LECTORS
10:30
Tamara Abraham, Sue Smedley
DISTRIBUTORS 10:30
Brody, Erin & Shane Hannan, Judy
Hopper, Jerry Smedley, Sue King,
Jerry Lykins, Teresa Kaveney

801 Kenton St.

FUNERAL GREETERS FOR MARCH
Melanie Deere, Rich Martin

12:00 Mardi Gras parade

WEEKLY COLLECTION UPDATES
Collections Needed each week
Total for February 17th
Total for February 24th
Year to date Totals
Year to date Shortage

St. Joseph St. Raphael
$6,400.00
$9,600.00
$3,918.00
$5,147.00
$3,436.00
$4,948.50
$164,782.10 $26,900.73
$78,417.90 $99,193.27

11:30 Live jazz music by the
St. Joseph Jazz Trio

Free children’s games with prizes
12:10 Drinks, place settings, Jambalaya, and
hot dogs for the children are provided.

All are invited to this last celebration
before the
Ash Wednesday fast!

May God Bless Your Stewardship

This is a great time for our whole parish to come together! Please come!

THE EIGHTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME

REFLECTIONS ON SCRIPTURE
March 3rd EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Both Sirach and Luke pack a lot of aphorisms into just a
few verses. Each is trying to give moral guidance to his
audience, as Jesus is to his disciples. In the Gospel,
Jesus reinforces the lessons that we heard the last two
Sundays. Recall what he said: Blessed are the poor.
Woe to those who have plenty. Love your enemies. Be
merciful, as God is merciful. Today Jesus warns us about
the human tendency to ignore our own flaws while we
point out the faults in our neighbor. Not merciful! “Every
tree is known by its own fruit, “he tells us (Luke 6:44).
What we produce is dependent upon what we have stored
in our heart. We may have a store of goodness, but also a
store of evil. A splinter, a branch, or maybe a whole beam
may be blocking some of that goodness. We must remove
this, and compassionately help others remove theirs, in
order to bear more and better fruit. Remember “the fruit of
a tree shows the care it has had” (Sirach 27:6). We are
called to provide that care----to ourselves and to others---so that your fruit and our fruit is better, richer, and more
abundant.

The Rosary is prayed each weekday at
11:30am prior to the 12:10 Mass at St.
Raphael.
Please consider gathering for prayer.

What kind of fruit do you bear to the world?

POPE FRANCIS LAUNCHES A NEW
“CLICK TO PRAY” APP
https://epicpew.com/pope-francis-new-prayer-app/
CHECK IT OUT!!
Readings for the Week of March 3, 2019
Sunday

Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sir 27:4-7; Ps 92; 1 Cor 15:54-58; Lk 6:39-45

Monday

Saint Casimir
Sir 17:20-24; Ps 32; Mk 10:17-27

Tuesday

Sir 35:1-12; Ps 50; Mk 10:28-31

Wednesday

Ash Wednesday
Jl 2:12-18; Ps 51; 2 Cor 5:20—6:2;
Mt 6:1-6, 16-18

Thursday

Saints Perpetua and Felicity, Martyrs
Dt 30:15-20; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6; Lk 9:22-25

Friday

Saint John of God, Religious
Is 58:1-9a; Ps 51; Mt 9:14-15

Saturday

Saint Frances of Rome, Religious
Is 58:9b-14; Ps 86; Lk 5:27-32

Sunday

First Sunday of Lent
Dt 26:4-10; Ps 91; Rom 10:8-13; Lk 4:1-13

ST. JOSEPH ~ ST. RAPHAEL CHURCH
SPRINGFIELD, OHIO
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Catholic Ladies of Columbia #207 will meet
TOMORROW- Monday, Mar 4th at noon at Golden
Corral Restaurant. A presentation by Marianne Jung will
include a collection of children’s books for the library’s
reading program. Please bring a book to donate.
President, Marilyn Ryan will conduct the
business meeting. Discussion will be on plans for the CLC
Retreat, hosted by our council, to be held on Monday, April
29th, in St Teresa’s Hall. Members from all The Ohio
Councils are invited to attend. We will need donations of
table favors and door prizes. Please try to attend the March
meeting and invite others to attend also, and help us in the
planning of the Retreat meeting.

COFFEE HOUSE
SATURDAY MARCH 16TH
Right after the 4:30 Mass. Bring your favorite casserole
or "dish" to share and enjoy dessert, coffee or tea, while
listening to musicians play music to inspire you. All food left
over after the Coffeehouse will be donated to the Springfield
Soup Kitchen.
If you have any questions or for more
information please call John Lippolis at
390-9725.

SAVE THE DATE! PUT IT ON YOUR CALENDARS!
In Mary's Name Sodality has set the date for their spring
Tea Party:
"In Grandmother's Garden"
St. Joseph Parish Center
Saturday, April 27, 2019
11:30 - 2:00
More information will follow.
Contact person, Beth 937-554-6232.

Grief Support Group
Are you grieving the loss of someone
close to you?
It helps to talk to
someone who understands. Our grief
support group meets the Second
Tuesday of each month at 2:00 in the
parish office.
Our next meeting is
Tuesday, March 12th.
For more information or
questions, contact Lisa Lenard at 323-7523 or
llenard@catholicweb.com. Grief support groups are not a
substitute for grief counseling. Rather they are a time for
those who are going through the stages of grief to share
with each other.

"The Sultan and the
Saint"
movie will be shown at St. Teresa ParishCollins Hall (basement) , 1827 N. Limestone St., Spfld. on THURSDAY MARCH
14th, 6:30pm.
The basement is elevator accessible from
parking lot.
This Al-Malik Al-Kamil and St. Francis movie portrays
their meeting in 1219 . In crossing Crusader army lines
and the involvement in the siege of Damietta Egypt on his
way to meeting Al-Malik, Francis of Assisi has become an
emblem of the possibility of overcoming barriers between
peoples, cultures, and religions. These two built a friendship in the midst of the Crusades, seeking to lead their
people to peace. Although they didn't stop the crusades,
they made a difference. Al-Malik saved many lives. The
1219 Damietta encounter has inspired a tradition of dialogue whose contemporary importance is becoming increasingly relevant. This movie "THE SULTAN AND THE
SAINT" is committed to making the memory of this meeting
ever more fruitful, seeing this as a necessary counterbalance to the political and environmental crises that characterize our era.
Fr. David Vincent ofs (formerly at St. Mary's, Springfield)
and Mrs. Samina Ahmed, Miami Valley Islamic Association
will moderate a discussion. Our Lady of Mercy Secular
Franciscan Fraternity and the Springfield Global Education
and Peace Network is sponsoring this event. For more
information contact Nancy Flinchbaugh (937) 3247696 or Lillian White (937) 399-7531

THE MANY FACES OF THE MADONNA– 25 Year Retrospective
For 25 years and over 120 exhibits, the Marian Library has researched and documented contemporary
artistic sensitivity and creativity wit regard to the visual representation of Mary, the Mother of Jesus Christ.
February 11– March 29 Marian Library Gallery 8:30am-4:30pm Monday-Friday
Free and open to the public. For special arrangements: 937-229-4214.For more information go to udayton.edu/
marianlibrary
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SERVICE & FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES
INTERFAITH HOSPITALITY NETWORK
St Joseph/ St. Raphael are responsible for
the evening meal on Friday, March 8th for
Interfaith Hospitality network serving
homeless women and families. This time of
year they are usually at full capacity and we
plan to serve 30 including children.
Please let me know if you are willing to contribute a dish
and/or be interested in serving that evening. Thank you for
your help! Ann DuVall 399-0334.

Adult Volunteers
needed
For High School
Lockin
On March 16th our high
school students will be asked
to offer up a Saturday
evening in loving service to
our Lord Jesus Christ.
Specifically we will need
adults
to
help
with
transportation to our service project sites from 6pm7:30pm. We also need adults to hold the stations as the
students walk the Way of the Cross downtown in the City
plaza from 10:20pm to 11:20pm. Jesus calls us to radical
love and obedience to God our Father.
This is a powerful way you can respond to that call by
serving your church. For more information or to volunteer
contact
Deacon
Norm
at
323-7523
or
nhorstman@catholicweb.com.
Your love will be returned many times over.

ARE YOU AVAILABLE TO SERVE OR GREET AT
FUNERALS?
We are reaching out to our retired parishioners or those
currently available during the weekdays for help with
funerals. Greeters assist families before and during the
Mass and hand out programs.
We use 3 servers at each funeral. There is no need to
have been trained as a server. We will provide a training.
Call
Patty Larger
at
323-7523
ext
11
or
plarger@catholicweb.com .

Lay Ministry Formation Opportunities Coming to
Vandalia:
Grow in faith, knowledge and skills! The Archdiocese of
Cincinnati Lay Pastoral Ministry Program equips busy
adult Catholics with the skills and knowledge needed to
become missionary disciples, serving families, parishes
and communities more effectively. Non-degreed Certificate
classes include topics such as: Scripture, Doctrine,
Christology, Social Media/Evangelization, Liturgy and
Church History. We are currently meeting with people
interested in joining classes beginning in late August at St.
Christopher, Vandalia. The program is designed to fit into
a busy adult schedule with Saturday morning and
afternoon classes.
Is God calling you to something new?
Call Deacon Hal Belcher at 419-305-5486, or
the Cincinnati office, 513-231-1200 for more
information or to set up an interview.

USCCB LISTENING SESSION ON RACISM
The USCCB Ad Hoc Committee Against Racism is
sponsoring sessions around the U.S. to hear the testimonies
of people impacted by the grave sin of racism so that we
might better promulgate Open Wide Our Hearts, the recent
pastoral letter against racism. Our Archdiocese is hosting
one of these sessions on Friday, March 8, 3:00-5:00 p.m. at
Curran Place (1700 S. Patterson Blvd, Dayton 45409) on
the campus of the University of Dayton. Please plan on
attending, if at all possible.
The event is free and open to the public, but
registration is required.
To register, please email Deacon Royce
Winters at rwinters@catholiccincinnati.org by Monday,
March 4th.

A SINCERE THANK YOUMany parishioners who attended the 8am and the 10:30am
Masses at St. Joseph during the time that the ramp was out
literally stepped up to help those with mobility needs.
People were always at the front steps helping those that
were struggling to make it up those steps.
Your helping hand was
much appreciated.

ST. JOSEPH ~ ST. RAPHAEL CHURCH
SPRINGFIELD, OHIO
RITE OF SENDING
RITE OF ELECTION & CALL TO CONTINUING
CONVERSION
The Rite of Sending will be celebrated at St. Joseph Church
on Sunday, March 10, 2019, at the 10:30 Mass. The Rite of
Election and Call to Continuing Conversion will be
celebrated that afternoon at Immaculate Conception Church
in Dayton with Bishop Binzer presiding. In the Rite of
Sending, the local parish community acknowledges the
readiness of their catechumens and candidates to receive
the sacraments of initiation at the Easter Vigil. Those
catechumens and candidates are then sent to the bishop (or
his representative) who, as the head of the local church,
welcomes those who have been chosen by Christ to the
final period of preparation before their reception of Baptism,
Confirmation, and Eucharist. This year our parish
community walks with 3 adults, 1 youth, and 3 children who
are preparing to receive the Sacraments of Initiation.
Please keep them in your prayers.

This past Tuesday in a beautiful funeral celebration of his
life, we committed John Shanahan, our beloved sacristan to
the Lord that he loved so dearly. John taught many in this
community at St. Raphael and St. Joseph schools as a 5th
grade and then a 2nd grade teacher. He served the Church
in any way he could, first forming young minds and then
forming young servers. He will be extraordinarily missed,
especially by those who were blessed to hear his stories
and enjoy his sense of humor every day.
Saints of God, come to his aid!
Come to meet him, angels of the Lord!
Receive his soul and present
him to God,
To God the Most High.
May Christ who called you,
take you to himself.
May angels lead you to
Abraham's side.
Receive his soul and present
him to God,
To God the Most High.
Give him eternal rest, O
Lord,
And may your light shine on
him forever.
Receive his soul and present
him to God,
To God the Most High.
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A Letter From Sr Jane Dwyer and Our Twin Parish St
Lucy in the Amazon Region of Brazil
Dear Members of St Joseph & St Raphael Parish, bom
dia! Today is a very rainy Sunday here...a wonderful day
just to be, reflect, read and thank our good God for this
precious space. We are grateful for all of your alms cans
donations. They have really made our lives better over the
years by helping us in practical ways including most
recently the well for the water. We hoping you can help us
again with your alms this Lent 2019. Lot 55, where
Dorothy was murdered, is made up of 10 square miles of
virgin rainforest; it central to the Project for Sustainable
Development (PDS), initiated by the Brazilian government
as a conservation project and developed by Dorothy. We
have a space in the PDS Esperança which means Hope
where we come together in the Forest Pilgrimage Saturday
night and Sunday morning. We hope to make the cooking
space a bit more "gentle" for the women to work in and
close off the meat cooking space with a fence. In general it
would be in this space in the PDS that we would
concentrate our efforts this year. WE are trying to defend
the PDS as there is an internal movement, clearly part of
the everlasting antagonism against the PDS, to end it. We
will fight this to the end...and hopefully have the Public
Ministry with us. There is a large group in the PDS who
believes in the PDS...but at the moment are fearful for their
lives if they defend it. You alms will help us gather to form
the bonds of love among us to work for justice and peace
as we care for the earth and our people.
much love, jane
The People of St Lucy Parish
Anapu Brazil

The Clark County Retired Teacher
Association will award $1000 Scholarships
To college students in Teacher Training Programs.
Requirements for this competitive scholarship:
You graduated from a public high school in Clark County.
You are a sophomore or junior in college.
You are preparing to become a teacher.
Your GPA is 2.5 or better.
You will find an application form in the OUTREACH link of
www.ccrtaohio.com

Deadline to submit the application: March 20th
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YOUTH FORMATION
27th Annual High School Lenten Lock In 2019
th

Saturday March 16 8 Station
Jesus meets the Women of Jerusalem

Beginning List
Senior Class of 2019 Who Will Be Carrying the Cross
On Saturday Night March 16 At 10:15 pm

3:30-4pm Registration

This is a unique opportunity to express radical love for our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ as He carries His Cross with
those who are in need. Please invite others to join them.
To add a name to the list contact Deacon Norm Horstman
323-7523 nhorstman@catholicweb.com

4:4:30 Introduction and preparation for mass

Evie Chatfield

Elly Deerwester

4:30-5:30 Celebrating the Eucharist Together

Sy Roth

Brice Fries

5:30-6pm Preparing for Christian Service

Katherine Lloyd

Elizabeth Beck

6-7:30 Service to others (carpool) Soup Kitchen,
Foodbank, IHN

Sonie Lemmons

Josh Leopold

Paul Kuss Shivler

Peyton Harris

Olyvia Shepperd

Raquel Penrose

Peyton Hammett

Olivia Lord

All high school students are asked to offer up a Saturday
night of service, prayer and fun together. Meet in the
lower Level of St Raphael Church

7:30-8 Dinner together Barbeque
8-8:30 Reflecting on our experiences
8:30-9:20 Spiritual Activity
9:20-10:20 Fun
10:20-11:20 Way of the Cross carried by Seniors class
of 2019 City Plaza
11:20-11:40 Handing over of the cross class of 2019 to
2020 front of church
11:40-12pm Midnight Snacks, Goodbye, safe journey
home
Parent’s permission required for all. List if you have to
arrive late or leave early. Questions contact Evie
Chatfield, Katie Lloyd, Elly Deerwester, Sy Roth, Lauren
Stannard, Meara Franzen or Deacon Norm at 323-7523
nhorstman@catholicweb.com or face book. Cost $5
Please invite others to offer up this time with you.

Service Hours for our Students
St Joseph, St Raphael, St Charles
parishes are in need of students to
perform service hours at our Mardi Gras
celebration on March 3rd. Students will
be needed to help with the children’s games, set up,
serving and cleanup. Please consider serving others as
Jesus serves us. Contact Deacon Norm at 323-7523 /
nhorstman@catholicweb.com.
Christian service is done when there
is a need.

HIGH SCHOOL Core Team MEETING *Date Change*
Sunday, March 10th from 11:35-12:35pm Hoban Hall
All school students are invited to the lower level of St
Raphael Church at 11:35am Sunday March 10th for
planning, pizza and fun. We invite all high school students
in the classes from 2019 to 2022 to this meeting and all
future activities. We will be planning upcoming activities
including the Lenten Lockin on March 16.
If you cannot make the meeting we can keep you updated
by Facebook, email, contact Evie Chatfield, Katie Lloyd,
Elly Deerwester, Sy Roth, Lauren Stannard, Meara
Franzen
or
Deacon
Norm
at
323-7523
nhorstman@catholicweb.com.

ST. JOSEPH ~ ST. RAPHAEL CHURCH
SPRINGFIELD, OHIO

PARISH
YEAR END
STATEMENT
Contribution statements
for 2018 will be available
by request only

Please request by email at
Bbeedy@catholicweb.com
or call the business office at
323-7523, ext. 11

Please allow ten days
for processing!
PARISH PRAYER CHAIN– PLEASE JOIN USEmail Patty Larger at plarger@catholicweb.com to be
included in the Parishes email prayer chain.
You are invited to send in any prayer requests
and asked to lift up in prayer the intentions
that are sent out.
“Pray continually” 1 Thessalonians 5:17.
BAPTISMAL PREPARATION PROGRAM
Parents are encouraged to attend the Baptismal
preparation program before the birth of their
child. To set an appointment, to register or for
more information call 323-7523.

Do you have a gluten intolerance that keeps you from
receiving the host at Communion?
We have low gluten hosts available.
Currently we have 7 people at the St.
Raphael 10:30 Mass that are requesting
these hosts. Others can be accommodated at this Mass
or any of our Masses. We just need to hear from you. If
this is a concern please contact, Patty Larger at 323-7523
ext 12 or email me at plarger@catholicweb.com for more
information or to let us know of your need.
You may also, just receive from the cup. Remember that
Jesus is fully present in both the bread and the cup.
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REMINDERS
When you are in the hospital–
Springfield Regional Hospital chaplain, Fr. Emmanuel
along with volunteers from
local parishes bring the
Eucharist
to
Catholic
patients. However, HIPAA
regulations prohibit giving out
information
on
specific
patients so please let the
hospital know you want to
receive Communion– and let
the parish office know when you are in the hospital.

Pastoral Care of the Sick – Anointing of the Sick
Anointing of the sick can be offered when someone is
seriously ill, requires surgery, or if the same illness or
conditions becomes more serious. Please contact the
parish office to make arrangements in advance of your
need. Fr. Bill will also come to the sick person at home, at
a nursing facility, or the hospital if Fr. Emmanuel, the
hospital chaplain is not available.

Ministry to the Dying – Anointing and/or
Viaticum
If a person is near death, he or she may be anointed.
However, if the person is able to swallow, it is
recommended that they receive the Eucharist as
Viaticum. The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick
ought to be celebrated at the beginning of the illness.
Viaticum is to be celebrated when death is close. The
Eucharist, given as Viaticum, is food for the passage
through death to eternal life. A priest, deacon lay
Eucharistic Minister may give Viaticum to the dying
person.
Please call the parish office at 323-7523. After hours,
please call the office number and follow the prompts for
the emergency call number.
DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE THAT IS HOMEBOUNDPlease let us know
We sent out 92 gift bags to those from our parish that
cannot join us on Sundays this past Christmas. And in just
12 weeks we will be sending out our Easter gifts! They are
always very touched by the gifts, the cards and the visits.
Many of these people also receive the Eucharist in their
home or in the facility where they live. They can also have
a bulletin mailed to them.
Do you know of anyone that is not able to come to Mass
that we need to add to our list? Would you like to be one
of our volunteers that take Eucharist to the homebound of
the parish? Contact Patty Larger at 323-7523 ext 12 or at
plarger@catholicweb.com
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Springfield District Council/Conference Annual Report Statistics
FY 2017-2018
SVdP District
Council

St. Teresa

Holy Trinity

Sacred
Heart

St. Bernard

St. Patrick

St. Mary’s

Consolidated

TOTALS

19502

173

249

304

364

251

3858

Conferences
5199

24,701

$83,052

$31,029

$52,428

$18,692

$58,055

$42,077

$27,246

$229,527

$312,579

Springfield District Council SVdP encompasses St. Mary’s of the Woods, St. Patricks in Bellefontaine,
Sacred Heart in New Carlisle, Holy Trinity (St. Raphael/St. Joseph), St. Teresa, and St. Bernard Conferences in Springfield. According to our annual reports:
St. Mary’s Conference assisted 3858 of our neighbors in need last year, spending $27,246 on
the direct care of our poor in the Indian Lake/Russells point region.
St. Patrick’s Conference assisted 251 of our neighbors last year, spending $42,077 on the
care of our poor in the Bellefontaine area.
Sacred Heart Conference assisted 304 of our neighbors in need last year, spending $18,692
on the care of our poor in the New Carlisle area.
St. Teresa Conference assisted 173 of our neighbors last year, spending $31,029;
Holy Trinity Conference assisted 249 of our neighbors last year, spending $52,428;
St. Bernard Conference assisted 364 of our neighbors last year, spending $58,055 on the care
of our poor in Clark County.
According to the numbers inputted by all six conferences, (Consolidated Conferences) SVdP ministered to the needs of 5591 people last year, that assistance totaling $229,527.
SVdP District Council, through its Pantry, Store, Emergency Services, & Special Works assisted 19,502 people, totaling expenditures of $83,052.
Overall, the entire Springfield District Council SVdP assisted 24,701 people totaling $312,579. in expenditures. This was exclusively used for Emergency Assistance and Special Works. It did not include
any costs of Council Operations, which average $25,000-$30,000. annually.
Thanks so much for your continued support,
Casey Rollins
SVdP DC President
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LENT BEGINS
When do we fast and when do we abstain? What does
that mean?
Ash Wednesday is a day of Fast and
Abstinence from meat. Fasting means limiting food to one
full meal and two other smaller meals. No solid food
between meals but liquids may be taken at any time. In
general, those who are required to fast would be anyone
from their 18th birthday until their 59th birthday.
Abstinence from meat means that we cannot eat meat
on Ash Wednesday and all the Fridays of Lent. Those who
are to abstain from meat are all those 14 years of age or
over.
ASH WEDNESDAY MASSES
St. Teresa 9am

St. Raphael 12:10pm

St. Joseph-6:30pm

St. Bernard 7pm

COLLECTION FOR ASH WEDNESDAY
The Church in Central & Eastern Europe
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MARCH 6th ASH WEDNESDAY
“Return to me with your whole heart” (Joel 2:12). No halfhearted effort will do for Joel. If you have turned your back,
have fallen away, or have just gotten complacent, your
repentance must be sincere. You turnaround must be
complete. You heart needs to be in it. This Lent, let this be
our challenge not just to change the way we act, but to
change our attitude. Otherwise we are in danger of
hypocrisy. In today’s Gospel, Jesus points out that the way
hypocrites fast, pray, and give to the needs is only for
show. Last Sunday we heard Jesus rail against those who
would criticize others for the splinters in their eyes while
overlooking the wooden beams in their own.
“You
hypocrites!” he cried (Luke 6:42). We hear Jesus criticize
hypocrisy twice in a week---this must be serious. Perhaps
Jesus calls out hypocrites because of the effect they can
have on others. Why do something good when it will just
make me look like a hypocrite? This is why we need to
make a conversion of heart. “Rend your hearts,“ for this is
where true conversion occurs (Joel 2:13). Let our hearts
determine our behavior. Let us act with integrity.
When have you experienced a change of heart? Where
do you feel you still need a change of heart?

Prayer, Fasting, and Almsgiving are the three pillars of Lent, each forming us in our faith.
Instead of giving up candy for Lent, why not participate in one or more of these adult faith formation
opportunities?
Bible Studies During Lent our Sunday Morning Adult Faith Class will turn to the weekly readings in a study to
deepen their experience of Lent. Sunday Morning Adult Faith meets on the main floor of the St. Raphael Parish Center at
9:00-10:10 a.m. (during the CCD hour).
Monday Night Bible Study will focus on “Relating as Jesus Would.” The Monday Night Bible Study meets weekly
at 7:00-8:30 p.m. in the St. Joseph Parish Center. Materials are provided. New participants are welcome to join at any
time.
Lenten booklets – A variety of free Lenten devotional booklets, containing scriptures, reflections, and prayers, will be
available in the back of both churches beginning March 3rd. Don’t forget to pick one up!
Stations of the Cross – Join us for this traditional Lenten devotion on all the Fridays of Lent at 5:30 p.m. at St. Joseph
Church.
Parish Penance Service – The Parish Penance Service will be held on Monday, April 15th at 7:00 p.m. in St. Raphael
Church. This is a communal penance service with communal prayers and multiple priests to hear individual confessions.
Giving Alms– If you did not turn your alms can back in at Epiphany, hopefully you have continued this practice of
almsgiving. More containers are available in the back of church if you don’t have one. If there are none there, please use
any container for your loose change. This offering will be collected on Holy Thursday and be sent to Brazil.

THE EIGHTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME
The Light Is On for You
Have you been away from the sacrament of reconciliation
for a while. Do you want to experience the sacrament
again, but feel uneasy? On March 19th, we will host the
Light Is On from 7:00-9:00 p.m. at St. Raphael Church.
This is an opportunity to experience the sacrament in a non
-judgmental, welcoming atmosphere.
This is NOT a
communal penance service, and there will be no common
prayers. Participants are welcome to arrive at any time
during the two-hour window and to use the church for
private prayer or to leave immediately after receiving the
sacrament.

